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Who Was Abigail Adams
Presents the life and accomplishments of the second
First Lady of the United States, and discusses her fight
for women's rights.
Presents a biography of Abigail Adams (1744-1818), wife
of the second president of the United States, John
Adams, and mother of the sixth, John Quincy Adams.
This work tells not only of her extraordinary life but of the
major political and social developments of the time.
Adams's life is one of the most documented of the first
ladies: she is remembered for the many letters she wrote
to her husband while he stayed in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, during the Continental Congresses. John
frequently sought the advice of Abigail on many matters,
and their letters are filled with intellectual discussions on
government and politics. The letters serve as eyewitness
accounts of the American Revolutionary Warhome front.
Documents the intertwined stories of America's second
first lady and her two sisters, tracing their colonial
childhoods, eyewitness roles in the American Revolution
and adult influence on the country's early history.
Describes the life and accomplishments of the wife of the
second president of the United States.
A biography of the First Lady who used her letters to
influence the laws of the new nation and improve the
lives of American women.
Illustrated biographies featuring a range of fascinating
figures from history (and current figures, too!) provide
great information and entertainment through short
chapters and illustrations that will appeal to reluctant
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readers as well as middle readers in general. Original.
Explores the unique partnership of American statesman
John Adams and his wife Abigail, using excerpts from
the couples letters.
Shares the light perspectives of the second president's wife
on a wide range of subjects as drawn from her personal
writings, categorizing entries under such subjects as human
nature, politics, and family life while providing accompanying
biographical and source information.
Presents the life and accomplishments of the wife of the
second president of the United States, a dedicated wife and
mother who played an important role in the birth of the nation.
Reproduction of the original: Familiar Letters of John Adams
and his Wife Abigail Adams, during the Revolution by Charles
Francis Adams
Profiles the life and accomplishments of First Lady Abigail
Adams, especially her work on behalf of women's rights and
education; includes study and discussion questions.
Introduces the life of Abigail Adams, the wife of President
John Adams, who was much more independent than many
women of her time, running a farm in her husband's absence
and speaking and writing about women's rights.
Reveals how the European travels of John and Abigail
Adams helped define what it meant to be an American From
1778 to 1788, the Founding Father and later President John
Adams lived in Europe as a diplomat. Joined by his wife,
Abigail, in 1784, the two shared rich encounters with famous
heads of the European royal courts, including the ill-fated
King Louis XVI and Queen Marie-Antoinette, and the staid
British Monarchs King George III and Queen Charlotte. In this
engaging narrative, A View from Abroad takes us on the first
full exploration of the Adams’s lives abroad. Jeanne E.
Abrams reveals how the journeys of John and Abigail Adams
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not only changed the course of their intellectual, political, and
cultural development—transforming the couple from
provincials to sophisticated world travelers—but most
importantly served to strengthen their loyalty to America.
Abrams shines a new light on how the Adamses and their
American contemporaries set about supplanting their British
origins with a new American identity. They and their fellow
Americans grappled with how to reorder their society as the
new nation took its place in the international transatlantic
world. After just a short time abroad, Abigail maintained that,
“My Heart and Soul is more American than ever. We are a
family by ourselves.” The Adamses’ quest to define what it
means to be an American, and the answers they discovered
in their time abroad, still resonate with us to this day.
Winner of the Bancroft Prize The New York Times Book
Review, Editor’s Choice American Heritage, Best of 2009 In
this vivid new biography of Abigail Adams, the most illustrious
woman of the founding era, Bancroft Award–winning historian
Woody Holton offers a sweeping reinterpretation of Adams’s
life story and of women’s roles in the creation of the republic.
Using previously overlooked documents from numerous
archives, Abigail Adams shows that the wife of the second
president of the United States was far more charismatic and
influential than historians have realized. One of the finest
writers of her age, Adams passionately campaigned for
women’s education, denounced sex discrimination, and
matched wits not only with her brilliant husband, John, but
with Thomas Jefferson and George Washington. When male
Patriots ignored her famous appeal to "Remember the
Ladies," she accomplished her own personal declaration of
independence: Defying centuries of legislation that assigned
married women’s property to their husbands, she amassed a
fortune in her own name. Adams’s life story encapsulates the
history of the founding era, for she defined herself in relation
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to the people she loved or hated (she was never neutral), a
cast of characters that included her mother and sisters;
Benjamin Franklin and James Lovell, her husband’s bawdy
congressional colleagues; Phoebe Abdee, her father’s
former slave; her financially naïve husband; and her son John
Quincy. At once epic and intimate, Abigail Adams, sheds light
on a complicated, fascinating woman, one of the most
beloved figures of American history.
Quickly turn to the inside front cover to read more of one of
your favorite Christian heroes. You'll be amazed at what has
been left out of our history books! This story is about Abigail
Adams.
This book introduces young readers to the life of Abigail
Adams, beginning with her childhood in Weymouth,
Massachusetts. Readers will become familiar with her
independent personality as they learn about her love of
learning, her marriage to John Adams, and her life as a
mother. Details of Mrs. Adams's time as a political wife
include her courage facing the hardships of the American
Revolution, while her husband served in the Continental
Congress, and the many letters they exchanged throughout
their lives. Mrs. Adams's years as the vice president's wife
and as First Lady, including their move into the White House,
are also discussed. Full-color photos accompany the easy-toread text. Extras include a sidebar, a timeline, fun facts, an
index, and a glossary. Checkerboard Library is an imprint of
ABDO Publishing Company.
Who Was Abigail Adams?Penguin
Using simple language that beginning readers can
understand, this lively, inspiring, and believable biography
looks at the childhood of Abigail Adams. Illustrated
throughout.
Abigail Adams was the equal of her husband, President John
Adams, in many ways. She had strong views about women's
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rights and slavery, and she let him know exactly how she felt.
Her strength and wisdom left a lasting mark on the fledgling
U.S.
Annotation Here, at last, Is the biography that Abigail Adams
has long seservedone that puts her, rather than her husband,
at its center, and which interprets her life in light of both its
eighteenth-century context and recent feminist scholarship.
Gelles brings new insights to familiar topics like the Adamss
marriage and Abigails wartime role; explains more fully than
previous scholars such incidents as the failed courtship of
Royall Tyler and Abigail Junior; and examines with sensitivity
hitherto little-known episodes like that of Abigails epistolary
flirtation with James Lovell during the Revolution or Abigail
Juniors mastectomy in 1811. In short, this is a remarkable
achievement, far surpassing all earlier attempts to capture the
essence of the woman who was one of early Americas
greatest letter-writers. Mary Beth Norton Edith Gelles has
written a deeply interesting book about Abigail Adams. ... she
is careful to reconstruct the eighteenth-century environment
of Abigail Adams. De. Gelles is a careful historian of
eighteenth-century America and a thoughtful biographer. She
has given us a fresh examination of Abigail Adams which will
stimulate in helpful ways additional research and discussion.
Robert Middlekauf In this important and fascinating
biography, Edith Gelles not only restores Abigail Adams to
her rightful place at the center of her own story, she
challenges the creaky conventions of traditional male-defined
biography. Portia breaks ranks with the biographers twiceby
refusing to treat Abigail Adams as a reflection of her husband
and by refusing to force her lifes story into an artificially linear
narrative. In this masterful work, Edith Gelles
reconceptualizes and revolutionizes the very notion of
biography by capturing experience as it truly unfolds in so
many womens livesas a collage of overlapping and circular
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impressions and feelings, rather than a relentless climb up a
ladder of public ambition. Susan Faludi The best biography of
Abigail Adams in print. By keeping the spotlight on Mrs.
Adams and sensitively evaluating her in eighteenth-century
terms, Edith Gelles provides the most rounded portrait yet of
this important woman. Patricia U. Bonomi Edith B. Gelles
uses the revolutionary years as the backdrop of this sensitive
study, And The political events as the drama in which the
players act out well-defined roles. ... [Gelless] story of
relationships, networks, and power in the context of Abigails
eighteenth-century world is truly a superb accomplishment.
American Historical Review Adamss strength, courage, and
wit ... emerge more fully than they have in any previous work.
... [Gelles] has succeeded in providing a well-rounded portrait
of a remarkable figure. Choice Portia ... Is a refreshing
change of pace. ... [Edith Gelles] is affectionate yet scholarly,
determined to present Adams as a strong character who was
very much a woman of her time, not merely a liberated
precursor to feminism or the little wife behind the great man.
San Francisco Chronicle Portia, The first woman-centered
biography of Abigail Adams, details the issues, events, and
relationships that informed Adamss life. The portrait that
emerges also describes women like her during the
Revolutionary era. Much of Abigail Adamss independent
reputation derives from the letters that she wrote for over a
half-century. Personal and eloquent, they provide unusual
access to her private life and capture the social conventions,
politics, and people of her age. The letters describe her
domestic sphererelationships with her sisters, her daughter
and sons, and friends such as Thomas Jefferson. Her
marriage to John Adams is considered in the context of the
patria.
Abigail Adams lived through the Revolutionary War and
became the First Lady of the second president of the United
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States. Though women of her time could not vote, govern, or
own property, Abigail believed that women should not be
ruled by laws they did not make. Although she did not see
these rights come to women, she never gave up talking,
writing, and perhaps most important, believing that women
were equal to men. Her courage and strength enabled her to
help her husband create a new country. She never fired a
gun, but her pen was a weapon that helped win freedom for
her country--and herself.
This volume contains the complete collection of surviving
letters of First Lady Abigail Adams from her first letters to
John Adams in 1764 to those written just two years before
her death.
Abigail Adams was an extraordinary woman who witnessed
the gathering storm of the American Revolution and saw the
battle of Bunker Hill from a hilltop near her home. Through
her letters to friends and family, Abigail Adams lives in
history--and now in this award-winning biography by Natalie
Bober. Black & white illustrations .
Creates an authoritative portrait of Abigail Adams that
captures her diverse roles as a prolific writer, First Lady,
fighter for independence and equality, abolitionist, mother,
and wife and confidante of John Adams, based on her letters.
Reprint. 75,000 first printing.
Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject English
Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0,
University of Regensburg, 7 entries in the bibliography,
language: English, abstract: Can Abigail Adams truly be
regarded as a revolutionary of that time? Did she act in a
revolutionary way? Did she even create a new female role
during the American Revolution? If so, in what perspectives
was this role revolutionary and new? In order to answer these
questions and investigate upon her conduct, the letters of
Abigail and her husband between 1774 and 1777 will be the
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focus of this paper; they will be analyzed and interpreted in
terms of the new female role. This corpus of letters is taken
out of The Book of Abigail and John (1975). Herein the focus
lies on Abigail’s perspective, on her perception and account
of war experiences and on her thoughts and opinions about
government and politics. In addition to this, John’s letters
have to be taken into account as well, as he represents the
addressee Abigail is writing to. His letters and the way he
addresses her, the topics and his experiences he mentions
and the advice he asks from his wife or gives to her, do shed
light onto the person of Abigail Adams as well as influenced
her.
Recounts the life and accomplishments of Abigail Adams, our
nation's second First Lady, who was known for her dedication
to women's rights.
In this book, Edith B. Gelles asserts that Abigail Adams' vivid,
insightful letters are "the best account that exists from the pre
to the post-Revolutionary period in America of a woman's life
and world." Adams' spontaneous, witty letters serve dual
purposes for the modern reader: it provides an intriguing first
hand account of pivotal historical events and it shows how
these events from the Boston Tea Party to the War of 1812
entered the private sphere. Included in the book is a
chronology, notes and reference section and a selected
bibliography. This book will be a must for all scholars of
American literature, history and politics seeking to understand
this literary figure.
A portrait of the supportive wife of President John Adams
details the life of this extraordinary woman who used her love
for learning, for her family, and for her country to shape the
early history of the United States.

This volume affords a visual documentation of John and
Abigail Adams' political career and exemplifies the work
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of the principal American portraitists.
Gale Researcher Guide for: John and Abigail Adams and
the Revolution in Marriage is selected from Gale's
academic platform Gale Researcher. These study guides
provide peer-reviewed articles that allow students early
success in finding scholarly materials and to gain the
confidence and vocabulary needed to pursue deeper
research.
In this inspiring tribute, award-winning author Barb
Rosenstock and New York Times bestselling artist
Elizabeth Baddeley tell the true story of one of America's
greatest founding mothers: Abigail Adams. Everyone
knew Abigail was different. Instead of keeping quiet, she
blurted out questions. Instead of settling down with a
wealthy minister, she married a poor country lawyer
named John Adams. Instead of running from the
Revolutionary War, she managed a farm and fed hungry
soldiers. Instead of leaving the governing to men, she
insisted they "Remember the Ladies." Instead of fearing
Europe's kings and queens, she boldly crossed the sea
to represent her new country. And when John become
President of the United States, Abigail became First
Lady, and a powerful advisor. Leave it to Abigail--an
extraordinary woman who surprised the world.
Describes Abigail Adams, wife of the second president of
the United States, her role as first lady, and some of the
foods she served at various stages in her life. Includes
recipes.
Abigail Adams was an intelligent woman who lived
during an exciting time in American history--the
American Revolution. In this inspiring biography, children
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will read about Abigail's life, her marriage to John
Adams, her role as First Lady of the United States, and
her thoughts during such events as the Stamp Act, the
Boston Massacre, and other boycotts in the colonies.
Engaging images, supportive text, fascinating facts, and
a helpful glossary and table of contents are provided to
aid in better understanding of the content and
vocabulary.
Abigail Adams was an unusually accomplished letter
writer. Spirited and insightful, her correspondence offers
a unique vantage on historical events in which her family
played so prominent a role, while bringing vividly to life
the everyday experience of American women in the
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. Here are 430
letters—more than a hundred published for the first
time—to John Adams, John Quincy Adams, Thomas
Jefferson, Mercy Otis Warren, James and Dolley
Madison, and Martha Washington, among many others.
Including her famous call to “Remember the Ladies,”
letters from the 1760s and 1770s offer an unrivalled
portrait of the American Revolution on the home front.
Travel to Europe in the 1780s opens a grand new field
for her talents as social commentator and political
advisor while her roles as vice presidential and
presidential wife place her at the very heart of the
nation’s founding. Also included are a chronology of
Adams’s life, detailed notes, and extensively researched
family trees. This volume is published simultaneously
with John Adams: Writings from the New Nation
1784–1826, the third and final volume in the Library of
America John Adams edition. LIBRARY OF AMERICA is
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an independent nonprofit cultural organization founded in
1979 to preserve our nation’s literary heritage by
publishing, and keeping permanently in print, America’s
best and most significant writing. The Library of America
series includes more than 300 volumes to date,
authoritative editions that average 1,000 pages in length,
feature cloth covers, sewn bindings, and ribbon markers,
and are printed on premium acid-free paper that will last
for centuries.
Chronicles the life and achievements of the wife of the
second president of the United States.
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