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"An exceptionally clear and penetrating study of the
historically nuanced relationship between sf and the
"discordant philosophies" of science, religion, and social
theory."--Van Ikin, University of Western Australia. A
literary genre that pervades 21st-century popular culture,
science fiction creates mythologies that make statements
about humanity's place in the universe and embody an
intersection of science, religion and philosophy. This
book considers the significance of this confluence
through an examination of myths in the writings of H. G.
Wells, Arthur C. Clarke, Philip K. Dick and Frank Herbert.
Presenting fresh insights into their works, the author
brings to light the tendency of science fiction narratives
to reaffirm spiritual myths.
The new Adam Roberts novel is a story of global
apocalypse, old hatreds and new beginnings. It is his
best novel to date. And this is how the world will end ...
'The snow started falling on the sixth of September, soft
noiseless flakes filling the sky like a swarm of white
moths, or like static interference on your TV screen whichever metaphor, nature or technology, you find the
more evocative. Snow everywhere, all through the air,
with that distinctive sense of hurrying that a vigorous
snowfall brings with it. Everything in a rush, busy-busy
snowflakes. And, simultaneously, paradoxically,
everything is hushed, calm, as quiet as cancer, as white
as death. And at the beginning people were happy.' But
the snow doesn't stop. It falls and falls and falls. Until it
lies three miles thick across the whole of the earth. Six
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billion people have died. Perhaps 150,000 survive. But
those 150,000 need help, they need support, they need
organising, governing. And so the lies begin. Lies about
how the snow started. Lies about who is to blame. Lies
about who is left. Lies about what really lies beneath.
This book is the definitive critical history of science
fiction. The 2006 first edition of this work traced the
development of the genre from Ancient Greece and the
European Reformation through to the end of the 20th
century. This new 2nd edition has been revised
thoroughly and very significantly expanded. An all-new
final chapter discusses 21st-century science fiction, and
there is new material in every chapter: a wealth of new
readings and original research. The author’s
groundbreaking thesis that science fiction is born out of
the 17th-century Reformation is here bolstered with a
wide range of new supporting material and many
hundreds of 17th- and 18th-century science fiction texts,
some of which have never been discussed before. The
account of 19th-century science fiction has been
expanded, and the various chapters tracing the twentiethcentury bring in more writing by women, and science
fiction in other media including cinema, TV, comics, fanculture and other modes.
Two narrators tell the story of the simmering tensions
between their two communities as they travel out to a
new planet, colonise it, then destroy themselves when
the tensions turn into outright war. Adam Roberts is a
new writer completely in command of the SF genre. This
is a novel that is at once entertaining and philosophical.
The attitudes and prejudices of its characters are
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subtlety drawn and ring completely true despite the alien
circumstances they find themselves in. The grasp of
science and its impact on people is instinctive. But above
all it is the epic and colourful world building that marks
SALT out - the planet Salt rivals Dune in its desolation
and is a suitably biblical setting for a novel that is
powered by the corrupting influence of imperfectly
remembered religions on distant societies. From the
early scenes set on a colony ship towed by a massive
ice meteorite, to the description of a planet covered in
sodium chloride, to the chilling narrative of a world sliding
into its first war, this is a novel from a writer who shouts
star quality.
As we move through the 21st century, the importance of
science fiction to the study of English Literature is
becoming increasingly apparent. The Science Fiction
Handbook provides a comprehensive guide to the genre
and how to study it for students new to the field. In
particular, it provides detailed entries on major writers in
the SF field who might be encountered on universitylevel English Literature courses, ranging from H.G. Wells
and Philip K. Dick, to Doris Lessing and Geoff Ryman.
Other features include an historical timeline, sections on
key writers, critics and critical terms, and case studies of
both literary and critical works. In the later sections of the
book, the changing nature of the science fiction canon
and its growing role in relation to the wider categories of
English Literature are discussed in depth introducing the
reader to the latest critical thinking on the field.
On the gold-symbol world of Beresford's Planet, Richard
Kirby lived in total luxury. As a member of "The Set" his
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life was a never-ending round of planetary party-hopping.
The only restriction imposed on him - that he never put
down on any world marked with a red or black symbol was something that he had always accepted without
question. That is, until his brother Alec was murdered in
cold blood! Alec had been an undercover agent to those
forbidden planets, and in order to avenge him, Kirby had
to find out for himself what was really happening there.
But with the start of his investigation, Kirby found out
quickly that the authorities meant business when they
said "Hands off!" The secret they were protecting was of
vital importance, and it now became a matter of life and
death, not only to Kirby, but to all the inhabitants of THE
CHANGELING WORLDS.
In the distant future, the human body is atemporary and
interchangeable commodity - if you can pay. For the
interstellar elite, bodies are swappedout and reused
without a second thought. You never grow old; you
neverdie. However, some bodies are more temporary
thanothers ... Takeshi Kovacs was once a member of the
EnvoyCorps, stormtroopers for the Interstellar Earth
Protectorate, ultra-lethaladepts in switching bodies
across the stars. While he served, he was known by
avariety of names--Mamba Lev, One Hand Rending, the
Icepick--all testament to hiscapacity for rapid response
and extreme violence in whatever flesh he wore.
Nowhe's out of the service and trying to live a different
life. But theProtectorate hasn't changed its spots, no
matter what world Kovacs drifts to,and with that old
combat rage still burning deep inside him, will he ever
reallybe able to walk away? Created by Richard K.
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Morgan, Altered Carbonwas previously adapted as a
Netflix television series. This original graphicnovel,
written by Rik Hoskin (Brandon Sanderson's White
Sand/Pierce Brown's RedRising, expands upon the
Altered Carbon universe.

Collects short stories exploring themes of time and
space travel, self-discovery, and science and
technology.
A superpower of two billion people, a dozen new
nations from Kerela to the Himalayas, artificial
intelligences, climate-change induced drought, water
wars, strange new genders, genetically improved
children that age at half the rate of baseline
humanity, and a population where males outnumber
females four to one. This is India in 2047, one
hundred years after its birth. In the new nation of
Bharat, in the face of the failure of the monsoon,
nine lives are swept together — a gangster, a cop, his
wife, a politician, a stand-up comic, a set designer, a
journalist, a scientist, and a dropout — to decide the
future of Mother India. River of Gods teems with the
life of a country choked with peoples and cultures —
one and a half billion people, twelve semiindependent nations, nine million gods. A war is
fought, a love is betrayed, a mystery from a different
world decoded, as the great river Ganges flows on.
Praise for River of Gods: “[A] bold, brave look at
India on the eve of its centennial, 41 years from
now...McDonald takes his readers from India's
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darkest depths to its most opulent heights, from
rioting mobs and the devastated poor to high-level
politicians and lavish parties. He handles his
complex plot with flair and confidence and deftly
shows how technological advances and social
changes have subtly changed lives. RIVER OF
GODS is a major achievement from a writer who is
becoming one of the best sf novelists of our time.”
—Washington Post “[P]erhaps his most
accomplished novel to date... reminiscent of William
Gibson in full-throttle cultural-immersion mode,
packed with technical jargon, religious and
sociological observation and allusions to art both
high and low... RIVER OF GODS amply rewards
careful consideration and more than delivers its
share of straight-ahead entertainment. Already a
multiple-award nominee following its British
publication, McDonald's latest ranks as one of the
best science fiction novels published in the United
States this year.” —San Francisco Chronicle “A
staggering achievement, brilliantly imagined and
endlessly surprising ... A brave, brilliant and
wonderful novel.” —Christopher Priest, The Guardian
For more than 50 years John Clute has been
reviewing science fiction and fantasy. Look at the
Evidence is a collection of reviews from a wide
variety of sources - including Interzone, the New
York Review of Science Fiction, and Science Fiction
Weekly - about the most significant literatures of the
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twenty-first century: science fiction, fantasy and
horror: the literatures Clute argues should be
recognized as the central modes of fantastika in our
times. It covers the period between 1987 and 1992.
Since it was first published in 1989, Men of the Battle
of Britain, the complete third edition of which was
published in 2015, has become a standard reference
book for academics and researchers interested in
the Battle of Britain. This remarkable publication
records the service details of every airman who took
part in the Battle of Britain, and who earned the
Battle of Britain Clasp, in considerable detail. Where
known, an individual’s various postings and their
dates are included, as are promotions, decorations,
and successes claimed whilst flying against the
enemy. There is also much personal detail, often
including dates and places of birth, civilian
occupations, dates of death and place of burial or,
for those with no known grave, place of
commemoration. There are many wartime head-andshoulders photographs. Inevitably, the passage of
time ensures that there is a constant reevaluation of
the wealth of information contained within Men of the
Battle of Britain. At the same time, since the 2015
edition it has been possible to expand many
individual entries, some 330 in total, to give some
idea of the wider social context around the aircrew
who earned the Battle of Britain Clasp. This has
been achieved by reference to existing sources,
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including information supplied by The Few
themselves and their relatives over many years, as
well as new research. This invaluable supplement to
the 2015 edition ensures that these additions and
revisions are available to all researchers, historians,
enthusiasts and general readers.
When a young boy, Richard, goes too close to a
Wiederhaus Repeater ("greatest archaeological
break-through ever. Expose any prehistoric remains
to it and it creates, briefly, complete hologrammatic
images of the people who were in contact with them
and the scenes in which they existed."), he finds
himself sharing a body with Esk, a boy from the
Palaeolithic era.
From the award-winning author of Altered Carbon
and Broken Angels–a turbocharged new thriller set in
a world where killers are stars, media is mass
entertainment, and freedom is a dangerous
proposition . . . A coup in Cambodia. Guns to
Guatemala. For the men and women of Shorn
Associates, opportunity is calling. In the superheated
global village of the near future, big money is made
by finding the right little war and supporting one side
against the other–in exchange for a share of the
spoils. To succeed, Shorn uses a new kind of
corporate gladiator: sharp-suited, hard-driving
gunslingers who operate armored vehicles and
follow a Samurai code. And Chris Faulkner is just the
man for the job. He fought his way out of London’s
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zone of destitution. And his kills are making him
famous. But unlike his best friend and competitor at
Shorn, Faulkner has a side that outsiders cannot
see: the side his wife is trying to salvage, that
another woman–a porn star turned TV news
reporter–is trying to exploit. Steeped in blood, eyed
by common criminals looking for a shot at fame,
Faulkner is living on borrowed time. Until he’s given
one last shot at getting out alive. . . .
New Scientist magazine was launched in 1956 "for
all those men and women who are interested in
scientific discovery, and in its industrial, commercial
and social consequences". The brand's mission is no
different today - for its consumers, New Scientist
reports, explores and interprets the results of human
endeavour set in the context of society and culture.
In his highly acclaimed debut, The Lies of Locke Lamora,
Scott Lynch took us on an adrenaline-fueled adventure with a
band of daring thieves led by con artist extraordinaire Locke
Lamora. Now Lynch brings back his outrageous hero for a
caper so death-defying, nothing short of a miracle will pull it
off. After a brutal battle with the underworld that nearly
destroyed him, Locke and his trusted sidekick, Jean, fled the
island city of their birth and landed on the exotic shores of Tal
Verrar to nurse their wounds. But even at this westernmost
edge of civilization, they can’t rest for long—and are soon
back to what they do best: stealing from the undeserving rich
and pocketing the proceeds for themselves. This time,
however, they have targeted the grandest prize of all: the
Sinspire, the most exclusive and heavily guarded gambling
house in the world. Its nine floors attract the wealthiest
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clientele—and to rise to the top, one must impress with good
credit, amusing behavior…and excruciatingly impeccable play.
For there is one cardinal rule, enforced by Requin, the
house’s cold-blooded master: it is death to cheat at any
game at the Sinspire. Brazenly undeterred, Locke and Jean
have orchestrated an elaborate plan to lie, trick, and swindle
their way up the nine floors…straight to Requin’s teeming
vault. Under the cloak of false identities, they meticulously
make their climb—until they are closer to the spoils than ever.
But someone in Tal Verrar has uncovered the duo’s secret.
Someone from their past who has every intention of making
the impudent criminals pay for their sins. Now it will take
every ounce of cunning to save their mercenary souls. And
even that may not be enough.… Praise for Red Seas Under
Red Skies “Lynch hasn’t merely imagined a far-off world,
he’s created it, put it all down on paper—the smells, the
sounds, the people, the feel of the place. The novel is a
virtuoso performance, and sf/fantasy fans will gobble it
up.”—Booklist (starred review) “Red Seas Under Red Skies
firmly proves that Scott Lynch isn’t a one-hit wonder. . . . It’ll
only be a matter of time before Scott Lynch is mentioned in
the same breath as George R. R. Martin and Steven
Erikson.”—Fantasy Book Critic “Grand, grandiose,
grandiloquent . . . No critic is likely to fault Lynch in his
overflowing qualities of inventiveness, audacious
draftsmanship, and sympathetic characterization.”—Locus
This collection of nonfiction pieces includes irreverent views
on such diverse topics as travel, people, food, film, music,
literature, and language
This remarkable novel is about the effects on a Chinese
village of a new communications technology, Air, that works
without power lines or machines. information access, few
corners of the planet remain untouched. One of those is
Kizuldah, Karzistan, a tiny rice-farming village, predominantly
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Chinese Buddhist but with a strong Muslim presence, among
whom sharply intelligent though illiterate Mae Chung, a selfstyled fashion expert guiding the village women in dress,
make-up and hairstyling, is an informal leader. When the UN
decides to test the radical new technology Air, Mae is boiling
laundry and chatting with elderly Mrs Tung. The massive
surge of Air energy swamps them, and when the test is
finished, Mrs. Tung is dead, and Mae has absorbed 90 years
of her memories. Rocked by the unexpected deaths and
disorientation, the UN delays fully implementing Air, but Mae
sees at once that her way of life is ending. Half-mad,
struggling with information overload, the resentment of much
of the village, and a complex family situation, she works
fiercely to learn what she needs to ride the tiger of change.
First came the news that a flying saucer had landed in Iowa.
Then came the announcement that the whole thing was a
hoax. End of story. Case closed. Except that two agents of
the most secret intelligence agency in the U.S. government
were on the scene and disappeared without reporting in. And
four more agents who were sent in also disappeared. So the
head of the agency and his two top agents went in and
managed to get out with their discovery: an invasion is
underway by slug-like aliens who can touch a human and
completely control his or her mind. What the humans know,
they know. What the slugs want, no matter what, the human
will do. And most of Iowa is already under their control. Sam
Cavanaugh was one of the agents who discovered the truth.
Unfortunately, that was just before he was taken over by one
of the aliens and began working for the invaders, with no will
of his own. And he has just learned that a high official in the
Treasury Department is now under control of the aliens. Since
the Treasury Department includes the Secret Service, which
safeguards the President of the United States, control of the
entire nation is near at hand . . . At the publisher's request,
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this title is sold without DRM (Digital Rights Management).
This remarkable novel is about the effects of a new
communications technology, Air, that works without power
lines or machines. As pervasive technology ensures the rapid
spread of pop culture and information access, few corners of
the planet remain untouched. One of those few is Kizuldah,
Karzistan - a tiny rice-farming village, predominantly Chinese
Buddhist but with a strong Muslim presence, among whom
sharply intelligent though illiterate Mae Chung, a self-styled
fashion expert guiding the village women in dress, make-up
and hairstyling, is an informal leader. When the UN decides to
test the radical new technology Air, Mae is boiling laundry and
chatting with elderly Mrs Tung. The massive surge of Air
energy swamps them, and when the test is finished, Mrs
Tung is dead, and Mae has absorbed her 90 years of
memories. Rocked by the unexpected deaths and
disorientation, the UN delays fully implementing Air, but Mae
sees at once that her way of life is ending. Half-mad,
struggling with information overload, the resentment of much
of the village, and a complex family situation, she works
fiercely to learn what she needs to ride the tiger of change.
Thin AirGollancz
Indexes story collections by editor, book title, author, and
story title

From the author of the acclaimed A Canticle for
Leibowitz (for which he won the Hugo Award) comes this
classic collection of short fiction.
A dark lord will rise. Such is the prophecy that dogs
Ringil Eskiath—Gil, for short—a washed-up mercenary and
onetime war hero whose cynicism is surpassed only by
the speed of his sword. Gil is estranged from his
aristocratic family, but when his mother enlists his help in
freeing a cousin sold into slavery, Gil sets out to track
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her down. But it soon becomes apparent that more is at
stake than the fate of one young woman. Grim sorceries
are awakening in the land. Some speak in whispers of
the return of the Aldrain, a race of widely feared, cruel
yet beautiful demons. Now Gil and two old comrades are
all that stand in the way of a prophecy whose fulfillment
will drown an entire world in blood. But with heroes like
these, the cure is likely to be worse than the disease.
An atmospheric tale of corruption and abduction set on
Mars, from the author of the award-winning science
fiction novel Altered Carbon, now an exciting new series
from Netflix. NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF
THE YEAR BY THE GUARDIAN Hakan Veil is an
ex–corporate enforcer equipped with military-grade body
tech that’s made him a human killing machine. His
former employers have abandoned him on a turbulent
Mars where Earth-based overlords battle for profits and
power amid a homegrown independence movement. But
he’s had enough of the red planet, and all he wants is a
ticket back home—which is just what he’s offered by the
Earth Oversight organization, in exchange for being the
bodyguard for an EO investigator. It’s a beyond-easy gig
for a heavy hitter like Veil . . . until it isn’t. When Veil’s
charge starts looking into the mysterious disappearance
of a lottery winner, it stirs up a hornet’s nest of intrigue
and murder. And the deeper Veil is drawn into the game,
the more long-buried secrets claw their way to the
Martian surface. Now it’s the expert assassin poised
against powerful enemies hellbent on taking him
down—by any means necessary. Praise for Thin Air “Kickass . . . Mixed in with the thriller-esque action and
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cyberpunk backdrop is a hard-boiled noir story complete
with a twisting and turning plot that keeps readers on
their toes.”—Los Angeles Times “Richard K. Morgan
wants to destroy your Mars fantasies. . . . It’s a grim
vision, but one that Morgan finds far more plausible than
the cheerful visions of plucky Mars colonists common in
sci-fi.”—Wired “A robotically enhanced Jack Reacher [in
a] dazzlingly intricate game of political double- and triplecross, spiced with tastily kinetic battle sequences.”—The
Guardian “If you ever imagined that the core esthetics
and themes of cyberpunk—lowlifes and high tech;
corporate dominance; future noir; post-human evolution
and cyborg adaptations; hardscrabble urban
environments—were played out, Thin Air will set you
straight, and kick your butt in the process. . . . Both
kinematic and cinematic, [Thin Air is] limned by Morgan
with balletic precision and smashmouth grace.”—Paul Di
Filippo, Locus
One hundred years from now, and against all the odds,
Earth has found a new stability; the political order has
reached some sort of balance, and the new colony on
Mars is growing. But the fraught years of the 21st
century have left an uneasy legacy ... Genetically
engineered alpha males, designed to fight the century's
wars have no wars to fight and are surplus to
requirements. And a man bred and designed to fight is a
dangerous man to have around in peacetime. Many of
them have left for Mars but now one has come back and
killed everyone else on the shuttle he returned in. Only
one man, a genengineered ex-soldier himself, can hunt
him down and so begins a frenetic man-hunt and a battle
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survival. And a search for the truth about what was really
done with the world's last soldiers. BLACK MAN is an
unstoppable SF thriller but it is also a novel about
predjudice, about the ramifications of playing with our
genetic blue-print. It is about our capacity for violence but
more worrying, our capacity for deceit and corruption.
This is another landmark of modern SF from one of its
most exciting and commercial authors.
Contains author, title, and publishing information, and
plot summaries
Tade Thompson's Rosewater is the start of an awardwinning, cutting edge trilogy set in Nigeria, by one of
science fiction's most engaging new voices. *Arthur C.
Clarke Award for Best Science Fiction Novel,
winner*Nommo Award for Best Speculative Fiction
Novel, winner Rosewater is a town on the edge. A
community formed around the edges of a mysterious
alien biodome, its residents comprise the hopeful, the
hungry and the helpless - people eager for a glimpse
inside the dome or a taste of its rumored healing powers.
Kaaro is a government agent with a criminal past. He
has seen inside the biodome, and doesn't care to again
-- but when something begins killing off others like
himself, Kaaro must defy his masters to search for an
answer, facing his dark history and coming to a
realization about a horrifying future. The Wormwood
TrilogyRosewaterThe Rosewater Insurrection
Richard Morgan has always been one of our most
successful SF authors with his fast-moving and brutal
storylines, blistering plots and a powerful social
conscience behind his work. And now he's back, with his
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first SF novel for eight years . . . and it promises to be a
publication to remember. An ex-corporate enforcer,
Hakan Veil, is forced to bodyguard Madison Madekwe,
part of a colonial audit team investigating a disappeared
lottery winner on Mars. But when Madekwe is abducted,
and Hakan nearly killed, the investigation takes him
farther and deeper than he had ever expected. And soon
Hakan discovers the heavy price he may have to pay to
learn the truth.

One day, without warning, Jasmyn's husband died.
Since then, everything has been different. Wrapped
up in her grief, Jasmyn is trapped in a world without
colour, without flavour - without Liam. But even
through the haze of misery she begins to notice
unusual events, as sense of being watched, a
strange man visiting her home and asking pointed
questions about her dead husband. Her world has
been turned upside down, but even so, things are
not as they should be. Eventually Jasmyn begins to
explore the discrepancies that have sprung up after
his death - the plane tickets to places Liam claimed
he'd never visited, details of the meetings he was
never supposed to have - and to follow their trail
back into the events of his life. But the mysteries are
deeper than she expected, and are leading her in
surprising directions: into fairytales filled with swans,
castles and bones; into a tale of a murder committed
by a lake and a vicious battle between brothers; into
legends of a lost past, and a story of stolen love.
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Summer 1971. A marvellous spell of weather, idyllic
in its warmth. But new sun-spots had appeared; and
with their appearance came a significant increase in
the suicide rate. The wonderful summer continued
for a decade: simultaneously Radiant Suicide
reached endemic proportions, the only people to
escape its effects being the supposed transnormals,
the obsessionals, the eccentrics and the
psychopaths. These were to be the only remnants of
the ancient 'homo sapiens' . . .
A dragon firebombs a freeway. Shape-shifters stalk
the commercial district. The deadly Wild Hunt
wreaks havoc on the highway. The Age of Misrule
has dawned. When Jack Churchill and Ruth
Gallagher encounter a terrifying, misshapen giant
beneath a London bridge, they are plunged into a
mystery that portends the end of the world as we
know it. All over the country, the ancient gods of
Celtic myth are returning to the land from which they
were banished millennia ago. Following in their
footsteps are creatures of folklore: fabulous beasts,
wonders and dark terrors. As technology starts to
fail, Jack and Ruth are forced to embark on a
desperate quest for four magical items—the last
chance for humanity in the face of powers barely
comprehended. A pedal-to-the-floor, high-octane
fantasy thriller that pitches magic and wonder into a
pop culture mash-up of the modern world. Described
as "One part Lord of the Rings, one part Illuminatus!,
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one part Arthurian romance, one part Harry
Potter—100 % original!" From the Trade Paperback
edition.
A comprehensive illustrated reference guide with
more than 400 entries on the subjects of magic and
alchemy.
“Magisterial and uplifting . . . A brilliant, grandscale
sampling of sixty-five million years of human
evolution . . . It shows the sweep and grandeur of life
in its unrelenting course.” —The Denver Post
Stretching from the distant past into the remote
future, from primordial Earth to the stars, Evolution is
a soaring symphony of struggle, extinction, and
survival; a dazzling epic that combines a dozen
scientific disciplines and a cast of unforgettable
characters to convey the grand drama of evolution in
all its awesome majesty and rigorous beauty. Sixtyfive million years ago, when dinosaurs ruled the
Earth, there lived a small mammal, a proto-primate
of the species Purgatorius. From this humble
beginning, Baxter traces the human lineage forward
through time. The adventure that unfolds is a
gripping odyssey governed by chance and
competition, a perilous journey to an uncertain
destination along a route beset by sudden and
catastrophic upheavals. It is a route that ends, for
most species, in stagnation or extinction. Why
should humanity escape this fate? Praise for
Evolution “Spectacular.”—The New York Times Book
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Review “Strong imagination, a capacity for awe, and
the ability to think rigorously about vast and final
things abound in the work of Stephen Baxter. . . .
[Evolution] leaves the reader with a haunting
portrayal of the distant future.”—Times Literary
Supplement “A breath of fresh air . . . The miracle of
Evolution is that it makes the triumph of life, which is
its story, sound like the real story.”—The Washington
Post Book World
Alastair Reynolds revolutionized the science fiction
genre with his critically-acclaimed Revelation Space
novels. Now, the award-winning author presents a
future of technological wonders—from every era… In a
far-distant future, Spearpoint, the last human city, is
a vast, atmosphere-piercing spire. Clinging to its skin
are the zones: semiautonomous city-states, each of
which enjoys a different—and rigidly enforced—level of
technology. Following a botched infiltration mission,
enforcement agent Quillon has been living incognito,
working as a pathologist in a morgue. But when a
near-dead angel drops onto his dissection table, his
world is wrenched apart. For the angel is a winged
posthuman from Spearpoint’s Celestial Levels. And
with the dying body comes bad news: Quillon must
leave his home and travel into the cold and hostile
lands beyond Spearpoint’s base. But he can neither
imagine how far the journey will take him—nor
comprehend how much is at stake…
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