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Alec Leamas, a tired, worn out British spymaster, has retired. His boss, however, believes he
has one last job in him and sends him to East Germany to spread false information about a
powerful East German intelligence officer. Can Agent Leamas end his career of espionage and
finally come in from the cold, or will the opportunity to take revenge on old enemies prove
irresistible? Penguin Readers is a series of the best new fiction, essential non-fiction and
popular classics written for learners of English as a foreign language. Beautifully illustrated and
carefully adapted, the series introduces language learners around the world to the bestselling
authors and most compelling content from Penguin Random House. The eight levels of
Penguin Readers follow the Common European Framework and include language activities
that help readers to develop key skills. The Spy Who Came in from the Cold, a Level 6 Reader,
is B1+ in the CEFR framework. The longer text is made up of sentences with up to four
clauses, introducing future continuous, reported questions, third conditional, was going to and
ellipsis. A small number of illustrations support the text.
Fourteen-year old Frank Hollahan moves to Florida in 1943, at the height of World War II, to
join his father, a navy seaman. When Frank and his mother arrive at the busy naval port of
Jacksonville, a surprising new life awaits them. In this new place, Frank's life changes in ways
he never imagined. In his new school, his tendency toward exaggeration quickly builds him a
reputation as a teller of tales. He wanders to the beach one night and sees what seems to be a
man coming ashore from a submarine. When he informs his family, friends, and teachers that
he saw a spy from a German U-boat land on the local beach, no one believes him. Is the spy
real, or is he only a part of Frank's imagination and exaggeration? Frank is certain the spy has
plans for sabotage. With the aid of Rosemarie Twekenberry, who has eyes only for Frank, and
a mysterious beach recluse known as Weird Wanda, Frank sets out to prove the spy's
existence. With time running out, Frank must figure out a way to stop him. Each rumor and
discovery—whether a buried chest, a secret code, or a mysterious note—presents new
problems. The truth finally comes to light at the big bond rally in the shipyard as Frank's class
presents a rousing patriotic program, led by Mr. Jolly, an ex-clown turned teacher. Thrown into
the mix are a brash, redheaded student named Howard; Gladys, the organizer; and other zany
characters who all join in the tangled web of this wartime mystery, based on an actual
occurrence. The spy who came in from the sea ends up teaching Frank—and the people of
Jacksonville—valuable lessons about friendship, perseverance, and the power of the truth. Next
in series > > See all of the books in this series
'The best English novel since the war' Philip Roth Magnus Pym - ranking diplomat,
consummate Englishman, loving husband, secret agent - has vanished. Has he defected?
Gone to ground? As the hunt for Pym intensifies, the secrets of his life are revealed: the people
he has loved and betrayed, the unreliable con-man father who made him, the two mentors who
moulded and shaped him, and now wish to claim this perfect spy as their own. Described by le
Carré as his most autobiographical novel, A Perfect Spy is a devastating portrayal of a man
who has played different roles for so long, he no longer knows who he is. 'Le Carré understood
that espionage is an extreme version of the human comedy, even the human tragedy. A
Perfect Spy will very likely remain his greatest book' New Yorker
Retiring to England after the Cold War, British spymaster Tim Cranmer embarks on a frantic
journey across Europe and into the battered landscapes of Moscow and southern Russia when
his mistress and lifelong rival disappear. Reprint.
Penguin Readers is an ELT graded reader series. Please note that the eBook edition does
NOT include access to the audio edition and digital book. Written for learners of English as a
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foreign language, each title includes carefully adapted text, new illustrations and language
learning exercises. Titles include popular classics, exciting contemporary fiction, and thoughtprovoking non-fiction, introducing language learners to bestselling authors and compelling
content. The eight levels of Penguin Readers follow the Common European Framework of
Reference for language learning (CEFR). Exercises at the back of each Reader help language
learners to practise grammar, vocabulary, and key exam skills. Before, during and afterreading questions test readers' story comprehension and develop vocabulary. The Spy Who
Came in from the Cold, a Level 6 Reader, is B1+ in the CEFR framework. The longer text is
made up of sentences with up to four clauses, introducing future continuous, reported
questions, third conditional, was going to and ellipsis. A small number of illustrations support
the text. Alec Leamas, a British spy, is worn out and ready to stop working. But his boss wants
him to do one final job: to spread false information about an important man in East Germany.
Can Alec end his career and finally come in from the cold? Visit the Penguin Readers website
Register to access online resources including tests, worksheets and answer keys. Exclusively
with the print edition, readers can unlock a digital book and audio edition (not available with the
eBook).
Chosen as a Book of the Year in The Times Literary Supplement, the Evening Standard, the
Daily Telegraph, the Guardian, The Times 'A brilliant novel of deception, love and trust to join
his supreme cannon' Evening Standard 'Vintage le Carré. Immensely clever, breathtaking.
Really, not since The Spy Who Came in from the Cold has le Carré exercised his gift as a
storyteller so powerfully and to such thrilling effect' John Banville, Guardian Peter Guillam,
former disciple of George Smiley in the British Secret Service, has long retired to Brittany when
a letter arrives, summoning him to London. The reason? Cold War ghosts have come back to
haunt him. Intelligence operations that were once the toast of the Service are to be dissected
by a generation with no memory of the Berlin Wall. Somebody must pay for innocent blood spilt
in the name of the greater good . . . 'Utterly engrossing and perfectly pitched. There is only one
le Carré. Eloquent, subtle, sublimely paced' Daily Mail 'Splendid, fast-paced, riveting' Andrew
Marr, Sunday Times 'Remarkable. It gives the reader, at long last, pieces of a jigsaw puzzle
that have been missing for 54 years. Like wine, le Carré's writing has got richer with age' The
Times 'Perhaps the most significant novelist of the second half of the 20th century in Britain.
He's in the first rank' Ian McEwan 'One of those writers who will be read a century from now'
Robert Harris

Literary ombudsman John Crace never met an important book he didnt like to
deconstruct.From Salman Rushdie to John Grisham, Crace retells the big books
in just 500 bitingly satirical words, pointing his pen at the clunky plots, stylistic tics
and pretensions to Big Ideas, as he turns publishers golden dream books into
dross. In the grand tradition of Tom Lehrer and Stan Freberg, Crace takes the
books that produce the most media hype and retells each story in its authors
inimitable style. Philip Roth, Don Delillo, Margaret Drabble, Paul Auster, Alice
Sebold, John Updike, Tom Wolfe, Ruth Rendell, A.S. Byatt, John LeCarre,
Michael Crichton and Ian McEwan all emerge delightfully scathed in this book
that makes it easy to talk knowingly about books youve never bothered to read
or, for that matter, should have.
Secret agent Leamas is on a mission in East Berlin, but he has doubts about the
organization he serves.
The premier spy novelist of our time now gives us his largest and most engaging
work. It is a novel that plumbs the essential nature of espionage itself as it
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interweaves the story of a secret international manhunt with the unfolding of a
secret life--the life of a man of spectacular gifts, nursed on deceit, schooled in
betrayal, incapable of love: a perfect spy. The man is Magnus Pym, a senior
partner in "the Firm"of British intelligence; a man whose boundless charm,
energy, and wit so dazzle that no two people have ever perceived him in the
same way; a man unknown, really, and perhaps unknowable, even to those
closest to him. Especially now. For Magnus Pym has disappeared. His superiors,
his colleagues, his friends are baffled. Even his wife (the perfect wife of a perfect
spy) is shaken. And while we follow their frenzied attempts to discover Pym's
whereabouts--a search that soon galvanizes the espionage communities of both
East and West as it continually opens into new labyrinths of mystery, as it
unearths a clandestine chain of operations in Washington, Vienna, Prague
London, Berlin--we are drawn simultaneously into a drama even more powerful:
the prelude to Pym's disappearance, the story of his education as a spy. It begins
with a boyhood lived on an emotional seesaw, marked alternately by
extravagance and deprivation, dominated by a man both adored and adoring who
educated Pym from birth in the ways of his as yet unchosen profession. The
man: Pym's father, a builder of (invariably toppling) empires, a con artist on a
grand scale, a charmer who inspires complete loyalty, then wantonly exploits it.
And we watch as Pym learns from him to deceive reflexively, learns to master the
linked arts of guile and seeming guileless, acquires a moral code that equates
love with betrayal...a code that the seventeen-year-old draws upon when, as a
pawn in one of his father's schemes, he finds himself cut off, alone in Switzerland
("the spiritual home of all natural spies"), where he first encounters the men who
are to become his lifelong mentors, two men whose conflicting ideals and
allegiances only Pym--in his perverse, omnivorous loyalty--could believe
compatible. It is these two men--each in his won way tormented, betrayed,
imperiled by Pym's disappearance--who are now orchestrating the pursuit, racing
each other and time itself, searching the haunts of Pym's present and past life,
stalking his wife, his friends, his lovers, his young son; desperate for clues. Until,
as the complex strands of the story converge and the novel is propelled toward
its terrifying resolution, the ultimate truth about Pym is revealed. A Perfect Spy is
a magnificent novel whose most remarkable achievement is to immerse us at
once in two parallel dramas--each totally gripping, the two together producing a
force field in which suspense breeds suspense. It is a work that surpasses--in its
mesmerizing hold on the reader, its richness of story and character, and its moral
resonance--any novel we have yet had from John le Carré.
'Len Deighton's spy novels are so good they make me sad the Cold War is over'
Malcolm Gladwell After six weeks in a nuclear submarine gathering computer
data on Soviet activity, the mysterious, bespectacled spy known as Patrick
Armstrong is desperate to return home. But when he arrives at his London flat, it
appears to be occupied by someone who looks just like him - and he finds
himself propelled into the heart of a conspiracy stretching from the remote
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Scottish highlands to the Arctic ice. Revisiting some of the characters from The
IPCRESS File, Spy Story shows military games played out for real, and the Cold
War turning dangerously hot. 'Menacing, beguiling ... a vintage Len Deighton
thriller' The Times Literary Supplement A PATRICK ARMSTRONG NOVEL
Amid thousands of Christmas tourists in snowy Santa Fe, a terrifying hunt is in
progress. Wounded and on the run, spy Paul Kagan frantically seeks a haven for
himself and a precious bundle he conceals under his coat. The bundle is a baby
with the power to change the world. The pursuers are three ruthless enemies
who will stop at nothing to get their hands on the child. When Kagan takes shelter
in what seems to be a deserted home, he discovers an abandoned woman and
her young son. As death lurks outside the house, these three unlikely allies
prepare for a siege that will change their lives forever and perhaps the lives of
millions of others. In The Spy Who Came for Christmas, David Morrell retells the
Christmas story against a background of espionage and action. Dramatizing the
strength of the holiday spirit, he again shows the inventiveness that prompted the
International Thriller Writers organization to give him its prestigious ThrillerMaster
award.
Alec Leamas is tired. It's the 1960s, he's been out in the cold for years, spying in
Berlin for his British masters, and has seen too many good agents murdered for
their troubles. Now Control wants to bring him in at last - but only after one final
assignment. He must travel deep into the heart of Communist Germany and
betray his country, a job that he will do with his usual cynical professionalism. But
when George Smiley tries to help a young woman Leamas has befriended,
Leamas's mission may prove to be the worst thing he could ever have done. In le
Carré's breakthrough work of 1963, the spy story is reborn as a gritty and terrible
tale of men who are caught up in politics beyond their imagining. With a new
introduction by William Boyd and an afterword by Le Carré himself.
A story of wartime intelligence, super-power relations and spies and their handlers seen through the experience of Melita Norwood.
A fourteen-year-old moves to Florida at the height of World War II to join his father, a
Navy seaman, and soon develops such a reputation for exaggeration that when he
announces having seen an enemy spy land on the beach, no one believes him.
Barley Blair is not a Service man: he is a small-time publisher, a self-destructive soul
whose only loves are whisky and jazz. But it was Barley who, one drunken night at a
dacha in Peredelkino during the Moscow Book Fair, was befriended by a high-ranking
Soviet scientist who could be the greatest asset to the West since perestroika began,
and made a promise. Nearly a year later, his drunken promise returns to haunt him. A
reluctant Barley is quickly trained by British Intelligence and sent to Moscow to liaise
with a go-between, the beautiful Katya. Both are lonely and disillusioned. Each is
increasingly certain that if the human race is to have any future, all must betray their
countries ... In his first post-glasnost spy novel, le Carré captures the effect of a slow
and uncertain thaw on ordinary people and on the shadowy puppet-masters who
command them.
We will take on any case, solve any crime, uncover any secret. We are Private. And
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we're the best. __________________________ In Afghanistan, a US Special Forces
pilot is shot down during a covert mission. In New York, a mother is forced to flee with
her two young children. A wealthy businessman approaches Jack Morgan, head of
Private - the world's largest investigation agency - with a desperate plea to track down
his daughter and grandchildren, who have disappeared without a trace. What at first
seems to be a simple missing persons case soon escalates into something much more
deadly, when Jack discovers the daughter is being pursued by highly trained
operatives. As Jack uncovers more of the woman's backstory, the trail leads towards
Afghanistan - where Jack's career as a US Marine ended in catastrophe . . . Jack will
need to face the trauma of his past to save a family's future.
__________________________ Fans love Private Rogue: 'Yet again James Patterson
gives us a fast-paced, easy to read thriller' 'You think you know where it is going when
all of a sudden it is flipped on its head' 'A fast-paced thriller that does not fail to please
with its twists and turns.' 'James Patterson never fails to hook me in and this was
another of his books that I stayed up way too late to finish... no regrets.' 'It is non stop
action and I couldn't read it fast enough.' 'Packed with oodles of suspense and tension
... It is a gripping read' 'What a great book, couldn't put it down once I started it' 'It's fast
paced, authentic and grabbed me from the first page. As with all of this series, it offers
great characterisations, excellent research and a thoroughly gripping read. Roll on the
next one.' 'High action, tense and with such urgency inherent in the text that if I had any
belief I was in for an early night, that was also gone.' 'The chapters are short and pacy,
each one leaving readers with a kind of cliffhanger that makes it virtually impossible to
ignore the 'one more chapter' call.' 'I love the action sequences, the pace, the energy
and, more than anything, the characters.' 'Fast-paced, edge of the seat action,
emotionally driven story laced with a very generous helping of corruption and
espionage. The kind of brilliant storytelling that makes me power to the last page.'
__________________________ PRAISE FOR THE PRIVATE THRILLERS 'An
unmissable, breakneck ride' James Swallow 'Great action sequences . . . breathtaking
twists and turns' Anthony Horowitz 'Exhilarating, high-stakes action' Lesley Kara
The Spy Who Came in from the ColdPenguin UK
The concluding part of John le Carré's celebrated Karla Trilogy, Smiley's People sees
the last confrontation between the indefatigable spymaster George Smiley and his great
enemy, as their rivalry comes to a shattering end. A Soviet defector has been
assassinated on English soil, and George Smiley is called back to the Circus to clear up
- and cover up - the mess. But what he discovers sends him delving into the past, on a
trail through Hamburg and Paris to Cold War Berlin - and a final showdown with his
elusive nemesis, Karla. 'An enormously skilled and satisfying work' Newsweek 'We are
all Smiley's people, a kind of secular god of intelligence' New Yorker THE SEVENTH
GEORGE SMILEY NOVEL

Featuring an introduction by the author, this is a paperback reissue of the debut
novel that introduces one of the most popular characters in espionage fiction:
George Smiley.
The definitive biography of the internationally adored author of The Spy Who
Came in from the Cold, Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy, and A Perfect Spy—arguably
one of the most important and influential writers of the post-World War II
period—by the National Book Critics Circle Award-winning biographer Adam
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Sisman. In this definitive biography—blessed by John le Carré himself—Adam
Sisman reveals the man behind the bestselling persona. In John le Carré,
Sisman shines a spotlight on David Cornwell, an expert at hiding in plain
sight—“born to lying,” he wrote in 2002, “bred to it, trained to it by an industry that
lies for a living, practiced in it as a novelist.” Of course, the pseudonym “John le
Carré” has helped to keep the public at a distance. Sisman probes Cornwell’s
unusual upbringing, abandoned by his mother at the age of only five and raised
by his con man father (when not in prison), and explores his background in
British intelligence, as well as his struggle to become a writer, and his personal
life. Sisman has benefited from unfettered access to le Carré’s private archive,
talked to the most important people in his life, and interviewed the man himself at
length. Who is John le Carré? Intriguing, thorough, and packed with entertaining
detail, this biography will be a treat for the legions of le Carré fans.
A classic spy novel for fans of Joe Kanon - impeccably researched, beautifully
written. A time of turbulence 1975. A summit has been arranged between the
Rhodesian government and various nationalist leaders, and is due to take place
in railway dining car 49, midway along Victoria Falls Bridge. But Matthew
Charamba, a key player in the battle for majority rule in Rhodesia, is hiding a
deadly secret. A time of terror Claire and Erik are living in Stockholm, raising their
son, Ben. But their quiet life is about to unravel in explosive fashion. Each have
hidden pasts, to which the other is oblivious, and those pasts have come back to
find them. Time for Paul Dark to take action When his family is kidnapped, Paul
Dark, the most resourceful and dangerous double-agent of the 20thcentury, must
take action or lose the most precious people in his universe.realise that Dark, far
from being dead, is on the move and leaving chaos in his wake… ‘A welcome
return for one of spy writing’s most captivating characters, British traitor Paul
Dark... Meticulously researched with shades of Le Carre-level intrigue and
fantastic action scenes Jack Reacher would be proud of. A thriller of the top
order’ Maxim Jakubowski, Lovereading ‘The key to Duns’ success is his ability
to pen high-energy, enthralling action sequences allied to an impressive attention
to detail, transforming the traditional spy classic into a compelling mirror of reallife history and politics’ Lancashire Evening Post ‘Brilliantly imagined ... The
reader is left breathless by the twists and turns of a plot that throws up surprise
after surprise, including its conclusion’ Rob Spence, Shiny New Books
Unlock the more straightforward side of The Spy Who Came in from the Cold
with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary
presents an analysis of The Spy Who Came in from the Cold by John le Carré,
which follows Alec Leamas, a cynical veteran intelligence agent who embarks on
one last mission to entrap the head of the East German intelligence services. In
its bleak depiction of the deception and betrayal that characterise the world of
international espionage and the amorality of the spies themselves, the novel
stood out from its predecessors and captivated readers with its authentic, gritty
mood. John le Carré is an internationally renowned writer of spy novels. His bestPage 6/9
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known works include The Spy Who Came in From the Cold, Tinker Tailor Soldier
Spy and The Constant Gardener. Find out everything you need to know about
The Spy Who Came in from the Cold in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and
informative reading guide brings you: • A complete plot summary • Character
studies • Key themes and symbols • Questions for further reflection Why choose
BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications are
designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style
makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your
literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light
with BrightSummaries.com!
Simon Russell Beale stars in this BBC Radio 4 dramatisation of John le Carré's
novel, which introduced his most famous character, George Smiley. It is 1962:
the height of the Cold War and only months after the building of the Berlin Wall.
Alec Leamas is a hard-working, hard-drinking British intelligence officer whose
East Berlin network is in tatters. His agents are either on the run or dead, victims
of the ruthlessly efficient East German counter-intelligence officer Hans-Dieter
Mundt. Leamas is recalled to London where, to his surprise, instead of being
washed up and consigned to a desk he's offered a chance to have his revenge
by becoming a pawn in a brilliantly-conceived plot to destroy Mundt. But in order
to do so he has to stay out in the cold a little longer... Starring the award-winning
Simon Russell Beale as Smiley, and with a distinguished cast including Brian
Cox as Alec Leamas, this tense, compelling dramatisation perfectly captures the
atmosphere of le Carré's taut, intricate thriller.
A murder mystery in the finest tradition of English detective novels, John le
Carré's A Murder of Quality is an ingenious puzzle featuring his best-loved
character George Smiley. Stella Rode has twice disturbed the ancient cloisters of
Carne School: firstly by being the wrong sort, with her doilies and china ducks,
and secondly by being murdered. George Smiley, who has his own connection
with the school, is asked by an old Service friend to investigate. Smiley knows
that Stella feared her husband would murder her, but as he probes further
beneath Carne's respectable veneer, he uncovers far more than a simple crime
of passion. In his second George Smiley novel, le Carré moves outside the world
of espionage to reveal the secrets at the heart of another particularly English
institution. The result is a pitch-perfect murder mystery, with Smiley as master
detective. If you enjoyed A Murder of Quality, you might like le Carré's Call for the
Dead, also available in Penguin Modern Classics. 'Beautifully intelligent, satiric
and witty' Daily Telegraph
'The spy ... ': The story of a perilous assignment for the agent who wants to desperately
end his career of espionage. 'A small town ... ': Alan Turner, London's security officer, is
sent to Bonn to find a missing man and files as Germany's past, present, and future
threaten to collide in a nightmare of violence. 'The looking glass war': Uncertain
evidence suggests Soviet missiles being put in place close to the German border, while
vital film has gone missing and a courier is dead.
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'The British spy thriller at its unputdownable best' Observer SELECTED FOR BBC 2
BETWEEN THE COVERS ________________________________ Nat, a veteran of
Britain's Secret Intelligence Service, thinks his years as an agent runner are over. But
MI6 have other plans. To tackle the growing threat from Moscow Centre, Nat is put in
charge of The Haven, a defunct substation of London General with a rag-tag band of
spies. His weekly badminton session with the young, introspective, Brexit-hating Ed,
offers respite from the new job. But it is Ed, of all unlikely people, who will take Nat
down the path of political anger that will ensnare them all.
_______________________________ 'A rich, beautifully written book studded with
surprises. Narrative is a black art, and Le Carré is its grandmaster' Spectator
'Blisteringly contemporary' Economist 'Subtle, wry and seamless, it's an utter joy, from
first page to last' Daily Mail 'A very classy entertainment about political ideals and
deception . . . laced with fury at the senseless vandalism of Brexit and of Trump'
Guardian 'A fine piece of storytelling' Times
The first part of John le Carré's acclaimed Karla Trilogy, Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy sees
the beginning of the stealthy Cold War cat-and-mouse game between the taciturn,
dogged George Smiley and his wily Soviet counterpart. A mole, implanted by Moscow
Centre, has infiltrated the highest ranks of the British Intelligence Service, almost
destroying it in the process. And so former spymaster George Smiley has been brought
out of retirement in order to hunt down the traitor at the very heart of the Circus - even
though it may be one of those closest to him. 'A stunning story' Wall Street Journal 'A
great thriller, the best le Carré has written' Spectator THE FIFTH GEORGE SMILEY
NOVEL
In the second part of John le Carré's Karla Trilogy, the battle of wits between spymaster
George Smiley and his Russian adversary takes on an even more dangerous
dimension. George Smiley, now acting head of the Circus, must rebuild its shattered
reputation after one of the biggest betrayals in its history. Using the talents of journalist
and occasional spy Jerry Westerby, Smiley launches a risky operation uncovering a
Russian money-laundering scheme in the Far East. His aim: revenge on Karla, head of
Moscow Centre and the architect of all his troubles. 'Energy, compassion, rich and
overwhelming sweep of character and action' The Times 'A remarkable sequel ... the
achievement is in the characters, major and minor ... all burned on the brain of the
reader' The New York Times THE SIXTH GEORGE SMILEY NOVEL
The last of John le Carré's espionage novels to feature his most enduring and wellloved character, George Smiley, and a gripping feat of narrative brilliance, The Secret
Pilgrim is published in Penguin Modern Classics with an afterword by the author. The
Cold War is over and Ned has been demoted to the training academy. He asks his old
mentor, George Smiley, to address his passing-out class. There are no laundered
reminiscences; Smiley speaks the truth - perhaps the last the students will ever hear.
As they listen, Ned recalls his own painful triumphs and inglorious failures, in a career
that took him from the Western Isles of Scotland to Hamburg and from Israel to
Cambodia. He asks himself: Did it do any good? What did it do to me? And what will
happen to us now? In this final Smiley novel, the great spy gives his own humane and
unexpected answers. If you enjoyed The Secret Pilgrim, you might like le Carré's The
Spy Who Came In From the Cold, also available in Penguin Modern Classics.
'Consummate and enthralling' Observer
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