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Contemporary Singapore is simultaneously a small postcolonial multicultural nation state and a cosmopolitan global city. To
manage fundamental contradictions, the state takes the lead in authoring the national narrative. This is partly an internal process
of nation building, but it is also achieved through more commercially motivated and outward facing efforts at nation and city
branding. Both sets of processes contribute to Singapore's capacity to influence foreign affairs, if only for national selfpreservation. For a small state with resource limitations, this is mainly through the exercise of smart power, or the ability to
strategically combine soft and hard power resources.
Singapore is changing. The consensus that the PAP government has constructed and maintained over five decades is fraying.
The assumptions that underpin Singaporean exceptionalism are no longer accepted as easily and readily as before. Among these
are the ideas that the country is uniquely vulnerable, that this vulnerability limits its policy and political options, that good
governance demands a degree of political consensus that ordinary democratic arrangements cannot produce, and that the
country's success requires a competitive meritocracy accompanied by relatively little income or wealth redistribution.But the policy
and political conundrums that Singapore faces today are complex and defy easy answers. Confronted with a political landscape
that is likely to become more contested, how should the government respond? What reforms should it pursue? This collection of
essays suggests that a far-reaching and radical rethinking of the country's policies and institutions is necessary, even if it weakens
the very consensus that enabled Singapore to succeed in its first fifty years.
Singapore has few natural resources but, in a relatively short history, its economic and social development and transformation are
nothing short of remarkable. Today Singapore is by far the most successful exemplar of material development in Southeast Asia
and it often finds itself the envy of development in Southeast Asia and it often finds itself the envy of developed countries.
Furthermore over the last three and a half decades the ruling party has presided over the formation of a thriving community of
Singaporeans who love and are proud of their country.
Thoroughly revised and updated, this second edition discusses how the land system in Hong Kong, inherited from the British, has
helped to create unrivaled wealth for the ruling class and how the lack of competition law has encouraged industrial and economic
concentration in these same entities. Arguing that the land system, industrial concentration, and phenomenal wealth imbalance
have given rise to a host of social and economic ills, the concise analysis concludes by offering solutions to heal Hong Kong of
these problems.
Modern Singapore is a miracle. Half a century ago it unwillingly became an independent nation, after it was thrown out of the
Malay Federation. It was tiny, poor, almost devoid of resources, and in a hostile neighborhood. Now, this unlikely country is at the
top of almost every global national index, from high wealth and low crime to superb education and much-envied stability. But have
these achievements bred a dangerous sense of complacency among Singapore's people? Nicholas Walton walked across the
entire country in one day, to grasp what it was that made Singapore tick, and to understand the challenges that it now faces.
Singapore, Singapura teases out the island's story, from mercantilist Raffles and British colonial rule, through the war years, to
independence and the building of the current miracle. There are challenges ahead, from public complacency and the constraints of
authoritarian democracy to changing geographic realities and the difficulties of balancing migration in such a tiny state.
Singapore's second half-century will be just as exacting as the one since independence--as Walton warns, talk of a "Singapore
model" for our hyper-globalized world must face these realities.
When Singapore declared independence in 1965, it faced the monumental task of building a military from scratch. Aristocracy of
Armed Talent tells the story of the development of the Singapore Armed Forces through a collective portrait of its leaders. This
book is based on interviews with twenty-eight flag officers, offering a firsthand look at Singapore's military from the very leaders
who helped shape it. It addresses the challenges Singapore faced in building its officer corps and encouraging individuals to stay
and make a career out of military service. In a society where the majority Chinese population traditionally devalued military
careers, and where military service was associated with foreign occupiers and colonizers, Singapore had to learn to build a culture
of leadership for its armed forces. It also dispels some of the myths that have shrouded military culture in the country. As former
flag officers are often recruited into senior civil service and political roles, understating the military elite culture is central to
understanding Singapore's politics. This book provides a rare window on an exceptional and globally influential institution.
"Singapore Inc. prides itself on, and is widely admired for, its economic success and material prosperity. However, its system of
governance is poorly understood and is regarded by some observers as being incompatible with its capitalist economic policies,
especially those linked to the new economy. Based on extensive original research, including in-depth interviews with public sector
officials and employees of government-linked companies, this book provides detailed information and analysis about the
peculiarities of the elitist and highly controlled system of governance, and about how the elite conducts and controls
policy."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
In Liberalism Disavowed, Chua Beng Huat examines the rejection of Western-style liberalism in Singapore and the way the
People's Action Party has forged an independent non-Western ideology. This book explains the evolution of this communitarian
ideology, with focus on three areas: public housing, multiracialism and state capitalism, each of which poses different challenges
to liberal approaches. With the passing of the first Prime Minister, Lee Kuan Yew and the end of the Cold War, the party is facing
greater challenges from an educated populace that demands greater voice. This has led to liberalization of the cultural sphere,
greater responsiveness and shifts in political rhetoric, but all without disrupting the continuing hegemony of the PAP in
government.
Investigates the Singapore Government's approach to the construction of national identity. This book focuses on the
global/national nexus: the tensions between the necessity to embrace the global to ensure economic survival, yet needing a
committed population to support the perpetuation of the nation-state and its economic success.
Lee Kuan Yew played the pivotal role in Singapore’s transition from British Crown Colony to independent developing nation, and
on to the economically powerful and diplomatically influential city-state it is today. Throughout this surprising and at times painful
journey, he has proved a charismatic and occasionally controversial leader. Lee is a conviction politician whose speeches are
unambiguous, characterful and eminently quotable; this collection of almost 600 short quotations provides a compelling summary
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of his views on a wide range of topics from Singapore’s past, present and future. In Lee's own words: "I have been accused of
many things in my lfe, but not even my worst enemy has ever accused me of being afraid to speak my mind."
Looking beyond Putin to understand how today's Russia actually works Media and public discussion tends to understand Russian
politics as a direct reflection of Vladimir Putin's seeming omnipotence or Russia's unique history and culture. Yet Russia is
remarkably similar to other autocracies—and recognizing this illuminates the inherent limits to Putin's power. Weak Strongman
challenges the conventional wisdom about Putin's Russia, highlighting the difficult trade-offs that confront the Kremlin on issues
ranging from election fraud and repression to propaganda and foreign policy. Drawing on three decades of his own on-the-ground
experience and research as well as insights from a new generation of social scientists that have received little attention outside
academia, Timothy Frye reveals how much we overlook about today's Russia when we focus solely on Putin or Russian
exceptionalism. Frye brings a new understanding to a host of crucial questions: How popular is Putin? Is Russian propaganda
effective? Why are relations with the West so fraught? Can Russian cyber warriors really swing foreign elections? In answering
these and other questions, Frye offers a highly accessible reassessment of Russian politics that highlights the challenges of
governing Russia and the nature of modern autocracy. Rich in personal anecdotes and cutting-edge social science, Weak
Strongman offers the best evidence available about how Russia actually works.
No Marketing Blurb
The Singapore 2011 General Election was dubbed by some as the first "Internet" election. How far is this true and to what extent
did old and new media influence voting behaviour and political participation? What was the role of Facebook, Twitter, party political
websites, political discussion and the alternative and conflicting information offered online? What theoretical insights can be
gleaned about media and its use by voters? This edited volume provides an in-depth analysis of these questions through a firstever survey of media use, political traits, political participation and attitudes towards media, and through experiments, content
analysis and interviews. This landmark collection of essays also lays the groundwork for understanding future elections, including
the next general election. It also serves as a valuable record of the state of affairs on the ground in the rapidly shifting dynamics of
a Singapore political landscape that is undergoing dramatic and unprecedented transformation. This book will appeal to
researchers in political communication, political science and media communication. It will also be of interest to policy makers,
members of media, community leaders and observers of the impact of media on politics. Contents:Rashomon Effect: Introduction
(Arun Mahizhnan):Not Quite an "Internet" Election: Survey of Media Use of Voters (Tan Tarn How and Arun Mahizhnan)Legal
Landmines and OB Markers: Survival Strategies of Alternative Media (Cherian George)Untapped Potential: Internet Use by
Political Parties (Debbie Goh and Natalie Pang)Pro, Anti, Neutral: Political Blogs and Their Sentiments (Natalie Pang and Debbie
Goh)Who Calls the Shots? Agenda Setting in Mainstream and Alternative Media (Paul Wu Horng-Jyh, Randolph Tan Gee Kwang
and Carol Soon)Different But Not That Different: New Media's Impact on Young Voters' Political Participation (Trisha T C Lin and
Alice Y H Hong)The Leap from the Virtual to the Real: Facebook Use and Political Participation (Marko M Skoric)David vs Goliath:
Twitter's Role in Equalising Big-Party Dominance (Xu Xiaoge)Lifting the Veil of Ignorance: Internet's Impact on Knowledge Gap
(Debbie Goh)Squaring Political Circles: Coping with Conflicting Information (Natalie Pang)The Silence of the Majority: Political Talk
During Election Time (Weiyu Zhang)Conclusion (Tan Tarn How)AppendicesAbout the Contributors Readership: Students,
educators, academics, media, policymakers, policy makers, community leaders, members of civil society and the lay intelligent
reader. Key Features:Landmark study which examines the impact of media on Singapore electionsChapters which looks at niche
areas like influence of social media on political traits, voting behaviour, knowledge gap and political talk during the
electionsKeywords:Elections;Social Media;Politics;Alternative media;Party websites;Political Traits;Political Narratives;Political
Discourse;Media Usage;Knowledge Gap
A disturbing in-depth exposé of the antidemocratic practices of despotic governments now sweeping the world. One day they’ll be
like us. That was once the West’s complacent and self-regarding assumption about countries emerging from poverty, imperial
rule, or communism. But many have hardened into something very different from liberal democracy: what the eminent political
thinker John Keane describes as a new form of despotism. And one day, he warns, we may be more like them. Drawing on
extensive travels, interviews, and a lifetime of thinking about democracy and its enemies, Keane shows how governments from
Russia and China through Central Asia to the Middle East and Europe have mastered a formidable combination of political tools
that threaten the established ideals and practices of power-sharing democracy. They mobilize the rhetoric of democracy and win
public support for workable forms of government based on patronage, dark money, steady economic growth, sophisticated media
controls, strangled judiciaries, dragnet surveillance, and selective violence against their opponents. Casting doubt on such
fashionable terms as dictatorship, autocracy, fascism, and authoritarianism, Keane makes a case for retrieving and refurbishing
the old term “despotism” to make sense of how these regimes function and endure. He shows how they cooperate regionally and
globally and draw strength from each other’s resources while breeding global anxieties and threatening the values and institutions
of democracy. Like Montesquieu in the eighteenth century, Keane stresses the willing complicity of comfortable citizens in all these
trends. And, like Montesquieu, he worries that the practices of despotism are closer to home than we care to admit.
Shortlisted for the Financial Times and Goldman Sachs Business Book of the Year Award 2012. Why are some nations more
prosperous than others? Why Nations Fail sets out to answer this question, with a compelling and elegantly argued new theory:
that it is not down to climate, geography or culture, but because of institutions. Drawing on an extraordinary range of contemporary
and historical examples, from ancient Rome through the Tudors to modern-day China, leading academics Daron Acemoglu and
James A. Robinson show that to invest and prosper, people need to know that if they work hard, they can make money and
actually keep it - and this means sound institutions that allow virtuous circles of innovation, expansion and peace. Based on fifteen
years of research, and answering the competing arguments of authors ranging from Max Weber to Jeffrey Sachs and Jared
Diamond, Acemoglu and Robinson step boldly into the territory of Francis Fukuyama and Ian Morris. They blend economics,
politics, history and current affairs to provide a new, powerful and persuasive way of understanding wealth and poverty.
This title will remind older Singaporeans of ages from their past while providing a younger generation with a novel perspective of
their country's past struggles. It reveals a complex situation which gives weight to the middle years of the 20th century as a period
that offered real altenatives.
This book provides a detailed analysis of how governance in Singapore has evolved since independence to become what it is today, and
what its prospects might be in a post-Lee Kuan Yew future. Firstly, it discusses the question of political leadership, electoral dominance and
legislative monopoly in Singapore’s one-party dominant system and the system’s durability. Secondly, it tracks developments in
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Singapore’s public administration, critically analysing the formation and transformation of meritocracy and pragmatism, two key components
of the state ideology. Thirdly, it discusses developments within civil society, focusing in particular on issues related to patriarchy and
feminism, hetero-normativity and gay activism, immigration and migrant worker exploitation, and the contest over history and national
narratives in academia, the media and the arts. Fourthly, it discusses the PAP government’s efforts to connect with the public, including its
national public engagement exercises that can be interpreted as a subtler approach to social and political control. In increasingly complex
conditions, the state struggles to maintain its hegemony while securing a pre-eminent position in the global economic order. Tan
demonstrates how trends in these four areas converge in ways that signal plausible futures for a post-LKY Singapore.
In democratization theory, Singapore continues to be a remarkable country for its extremely low level of contentious politics despite rapid
economic development. In contrast, many different groups in Hong Kong have taken their demands to the streets since the 1970s. Even
though there is an obvious difference in the willingness of the population to actively challenge the regime, the political developments of the
two city-states show a similar pattern of political mobilization and government reaction. This book examines the changing pattern of
contentious politics in the democratization process of these Asian city-states. It explores the causal connections between popular contention
and democratization, using a multi-disciplinary approach with theoretical insights from the political sciences, sociology and psychology. The
political process model is applied to provide further understanding of the patterns of interaction between contenders, opposition groups or
social movements and the ruling elite. The book argues that differences in the strategies applied by the ruling elite explain why members of
the opposition were empowered or obstructed in challenging the government.
What might a viable political alternative to liberal democracy look like? In Against Political Equality, Tongdong Bai offers a possibility inspired
by Confucian ideas. Bai argues that domestic governance influenced by Confucianism can embrace the liberal aspects of democracy along
with the democratic ideas of equal opportunities and governmental accountability to the people. But Confucianism would give more political
decision-making power to those with the moral, practical, and intellectual capabilities of caring for the people. While most democratic thinkers
still focus on strengthening equality to cure the ills of democracy, the proposed hybrid regime—made up of Confucian-inspired meritocratic
characteristics combined with democratic elements and a quasi-liberal system of laws and rights—recognizes that egalitarian qualities
sometimes conflict with good governance and the protection of liberties, and defends liberal aspects by restricting democratic ones. Bai
applies his views to the international realm by supporting a hierarchical order based on how humane each state is toward its own and other
peoples, and on the principle of international interventions whereby humane responsibilities override sovereignty. Exploring the deficiencies
posed by many liberal democracies, Against Political Equality presents a novel Confucian-engendered alternative for solving today’s political
problems.
A BLOOMBERG BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR WINNER - SILVER MEDAL, AXIOM BUSINESS BOOK AWARDS 2018 FOREWORD BY
NOURIEL ROUBINI SuperHubs is a rare, behind-the-scenes look at the global financial system and the powerful personal networks through
which it is run, at the centre of which sit the Elites - the SuperHubs. Combining an insider's knowledge with principles of network science,
Sandra Navidi offers a startling new perspective on how the financial system really operates. SuperHubs reveals what happens at the
exclusive, invitation-only platforms - The World Economic Forum in Davos, the meetings of the International Monetary Fund, think-tank
gatherings, power lunches, charity events, and private parties. This is the most vivid portrait to date of the global elite: the bank CEOs, fund
managers, billionaire financiers and politicians who, through their interlocking relationships and collective influence are transforming the future
of our financial system and, for better or worse, shaping our world.
Michael Barr explores the complex and covert networks of power at work in one of the world's most prosperous countries – the city-state of
Singapore. He argues that the contemporary networks of power are a deliberate project initiated and managed by Lee Kuan Yew – former
prime minister and Singapore’s ‘founding father’ – designed to empower himself and his family. Barr identifies the crucial institutions of
power - including the country’s sovereign wealth funds, and the government-linked companies – together with five critical features that form
the key to understanding the nature of the networks. He provides an assessment of possible shifts of power within the elite in the wake of Lee
Kuan Yew’s son, Lee Hsien Loong, assuming power, and considers the possibility of a more fundamental democratic shift in Singapore’s
political system.
Singapore's Avaricious Oligarchy is about the Singapore that is hidden from you. The Singapore that you will have heard of, with its boasts of
prosperity and reputation for the ease of doing business and skyline, has a dark side hidden below the gloss. The city-state has a higher level
of inequality than any country in the West, mainland China and Japan. The top 1% takes the wealth, while those in the bottom 99% do little
more than survive. It is a dictatorship, a police state and an oligarchy. This is the story of the dark side of Singapore.Eighty-five percent of
Singaporeans live in government housing, housing that they are forced to buy using compulsory contributions to a retirement fund. The mean
family income is US$4,936 per month, an income which usually must provide for three generations, however, the very few large earners take
millions of dollars each year. Singapore is one of the most expensive cities on the globe. The prime minister, an individual who was
enterprising enough to inherit his job from his father earns S$2.2 million as prime minister and another S$2 million from other appointed
posts, more than 6 to 8 times the income of the US President and the political leaders of the European Union, Japan, Canada, Australia and
New Zealand. Yet, Singapore is a country with only five million inhabitants. It is a city, a small city. The European leaders and the US
President have real jobs. The Singaporean PM does not.Singapore is ruled, like Vietnam, China, Cuba and North Korea by a single political
party, the People's Action Party. The salaries of its politicians and senior officers are tied to the salaries of Singapore's business elite. The
judiciary is appointed by politicians, as are the senior officers of a number of its institutions, including its central bank, the Monetary Authority
of Singapore, its investment organizations, Temasek and the GIC, sovereign wealth funds, and a number of news, communications and land
owning institutions. Control is the order of the day. Singapore is a political oligarchy, which claims to be precisely what it is not, a meritocracy.
The only beneficiaries are the Lee clan and its lackeys, the People's Action Party, the only party to have governed Singapore, and the
business community that keeps them in power. Singapore controls the press, restricts freedom of speech, ignores human rights, and
promulgates its own version of its history, a story that eschews reality.
A passionate account of how the gulf between France’s metropolitan elites and its working classes are tearing the country apart Christophe
Guilluy, a French geographer, makes the case that France has become an “American society”—one that is both increasingly multicultural and
increasingly unequal. The divide between the global economy’s winners and losers in today’s France has replaced the old left?right split,
leaving many on “the periphery.” As Guilluy shows, there is no unified French economy, and those cut off from the country’s new economic
citadels suffer disproportionately on both economic and social fronts. In Guilluy’s analysis, the lip service paid to the idea of an “open
society” in France is a smoke screen meant to hide the emergence of a closed society, walled off for the benefit of the upper classes. The
ruling classes in France are reaching a dangerous stage, he argues; without the stability of a growing economy, the hope for those excluded
from growth is extinguished, undermining the legitimacy of a multicultural nation.
Lincoln's war, the North's attack on the South, took the life of 622,000 citizens and altered the government's structure. Marx and Engels
watched the war from afar and applauded his efforts. The media and our government-controlled schools have presented a deceptive view of
every historical event and have whitewashed the most scandalous political leaders and vilified leaders who have worked in the best interests
of the people. Following Lincoln's precedent-setting war, we have been repeatedly lied into wars. Currently, our young men and women shed
their blood in foreign lands while well-connected corporations make massive profits rebuilding the infrastructure that other corporations have
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demolished. Meanwhile, our politicians, possessing inside knowledge, grow richer through their investments and the bribes they accept from
deep-pocketed lobbyists. They have not listened to their constituents for decades. CIA thugs, in behalf of the corporations, commit terrorist
acts in other countries which the U.S. government and media blame on the so-called insurgents. In 2010, the Pentagon paid the following to
the top five out of 100 (1) Lockheed Martin Corp. $16,700,588,328; (2) Northrop Grumman Corp. $11,145,533,497; (3) Boeing Co.
$10,462,626,196; (4) Raytheon Co. $6,727,232,555; (5) Science Applications International Corp. $5,474,482,583. Yet, throughout the
country, vital infrastructure is crumbling and politicians are selling taxpayer-funded public properties to private interests as a profitable
venture. The new owners exploit the public by raising service rates while diminishing the services.
A General History of the Chinese in Singapore documents over 700 years of Chinese history in Singapore, from Chinese presence in the
region through the millennium-old Hokkien trading world to the waves of mass migration that came after the establishment of a British
settlement, and through to the development and birth of the nation. Across 38 chapters and parts, readers are taken through the complex
historical mosaic of Overseas Chinese social, economic and political activity in Singapore and the region, such as the development of
maritime junk trade, plantation industries, and coolie labour, the role of different bangs, clan associations and secret societies as well as
Chinese leaders, the diverging political allegiances including Sun Yat-sen's revolutionary activities and the National Salvation Movement
leading up to the Second World War, the transplanting of traditional Chinese religions, the changing identity of the Overseas Chinese, and the
developments in language and education policies, publishing, arts, and more.With 'Pride in our Past, Legacy for our Future' as its key
objective, this volume aims to preserve the Singapore Chinese story, history and heritage for future generations, as well as keep our cultures
and traditions alive. Therefore, the book aims to serve as a comprehensive guide for Singaporeans, new immigrants and foreigners to have
an epitome of the Singapore society. This publication is supported by the National Heritage Board's Heritage Project Grant.
The 2018 Malaysian General Election will stand as a major defining event in Malaysian history, when the ruling Barisan Nasional coalition
unexpectedly lost power in the country they had ruled for over half a century. This volume brings together scholars who assess one
fundamental factor that brought about this game-changing event in Malaysian politics: intra-elite feuding in the leading Malay-based political
parties. This study provides an analysis of individual state politics as well as national trends shaped by the actions of leaders in government
and the opposition. An indispensable guide for scholars studying the politics of Malaysia and of Southeast Asia more broadly, it will be of
great interest for all readers with an interest in Malaysian politics.
Through a focus on Singapore, this book presents an analysis of authoritarian legalism, showing how prosperity, public discourse, and a
rigorous observance of legal procedure enable a reconfigured rule of law - liberal form but illiberal content. It shows how institutions and
process become tools to constrain dissenting citizens while protecting those in political power.
This book delves into the limitations of Singapore’s authoritarian governance model. In doing so, the relevance of the Singapore governance
model for other industrialising economies is systematically examined. Research in this book examines the challenges for an integrated
governance model that has proven durable over four to five decades. The editors argue that established socio-political and economic
formulae are now facing unprecedented challenges. Structural pressures associated with Singapore’s particular locus within globalised
capitalism have fostered heightened social and material inequalities, compounded by the ruling party’s ideological resistance to substantive
redistribution. As ‘growth with equity’ becomes more elusive, the rationale for power by a ruling party dominated by technocratic elite and
state institutions crafted and controlled by the ruling party and its bureaucratic allies is open to more critical scrutiny.
The history of Singapore has been widely conflated with the history of its economic success. From its heyday as a nexus of trade during the
imperial era to the modern city state that boasts high living standards for most of its citizens, the history of Singapore is commonly viewed
through the lens of the ruling elite. Published in two volumes in 1998 and 2000, Lee Kuan Yew's memoirs The Singapore Story epitomizes
this top-down definitive narrative of the nation's past. The history of post-war Singapore has largely been reduced to a series of decisions
made by the nation's leaders. Few existing studies explore the role and experiences of the ordinary person in Singapore's post-war history.
There are none that do this through ethnography, oral history, and collective biography. In a critical study that has no parallel among existing
works on Singapore history, this book dispenses with the homogenous historical experience that is commonly presumed in the writing of
Singapore's national past after 1945 and explores how the enforcement of a uniform language policy by the Singapore government for
cultural and economic purposes has created underappreciated social and economic divides among the Chinese of Singapore both between
and within families. It also demonstrates how mapping distinct economic, linguistic, and cultural cleavages within Singaporean Chinese
society can add new and critical dimensions to understanding the nation's past and present. Chief among these, the author argues, are the
processes behind the creation and entrenchment of class structures in the city state, such as the increasing value of English as a form of
opportunity-generating capital.
This book provides a comprehensive examination of the contemporary English-language theatre field in Singapore. It describes Singapore
theatre as a politically dynamic field that is often a site for struggle and resistance against state orthodoxy, and how the cultural policies of the
ruling People’s Action Party (PAP) have shaped Singapore theatre. The book traces such cultural policies and their impact from the early
1960s, and shows how the PAP used theatre – and arts and culture more widely – as a key part of its nation building programme. Terence
Chong argues that this diverse theatre community not only comes into regular conflict with the state, but often collaborates with it - depending
on the rewards at stake, not to mention the assortment of intra-communal conflicts as different practitioners and groups vie for the same
resources. It goes on to explore how new forms of theatre, especially English-language avant garde theatre, represented resistance to such
government cultural control; how the government often exerts its power ‘behind-the-scenes’ to preserve its moral legitimacy; and conversely
how middle class theatre practitioners’ resistance to state power is strongly influenced by class and cultural capital. Based on extensive
original research including interviews with theatre directors and other theatre professionals, the book provides a wealth of information on
theatre in Singapore overall, and not just on theatre-state relations.
The Singapore Story is the first volume of the memoirs of Lee Kuan Yew, the man who planted the island state of Singapore firmly on the
map of the world. It was first published in 1999. In intimate detail, Lee recounts the battles against colonialists, communists and communalists
that led to Singapore’s independence. With consummate political skill, he countered adversaries, sometimes enlisting their help, at others
opposing them, in the single-minded pursuit of Singapore’s interests. We read how he led striking unionists against the colonial government,
how over tea and golf he fostered ties with key players in Britain and Malaya, of secret midnight meetings in badly lit rooms, drinking warm
Anchor beer with a communist underground leader, of his purposeful forging of an alliance with communists to gain the support of the
Chinese-educated masses. Readers will find inspiration in his tenacity as he fought for the people’s hearts and minds against first the
communists and later the communalists – in parliament, on the streets and through the media. Drawing on unpublished Cabinet papers,
archives in Singapore, Britain, Australia, New Zealand and the United States, as well as personal correspondence, he gives us a vivid picture
of how others viewed him: determined (“Lee will bluff, bully and blackmail up to the eleventh hour”), motivated (“Choo knew I sweated blood
to master Hokkien”), ambitious (“He would think himself as legitimate as I was to be the leader of Malaya”), dangerous (“Crush Lee! Put him
inside”). It is a sometimes controversial yet strangely consistent portrait of this Asian statesman. These experiences and his dealings with the
political leaders were to shape his views and policies, which have had a major impact on Singapore and the region.
Westerners tend to divide the political world into "good" democracies and “bad” authoritarian regimes. But the Chinese political model does
not fit neatly in either category. Over the past three decades, China has evolved a political system that can best be described as “political
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meritocracy.” The China Model seeks to understand the ideals and the reality of this unique political system. How do the ideals of political
meritocracy set the standard for evaluating political progress (and regress) in China? How can China avoid the disadvantages of political
meritocracy? And how can political meritocracy best be combined with democracy? Daniel Bell answers these questions and more. Opening
with a critique of “one person, one vote” as a way of choosing top leaders, Bell argues that Chinese-style political meritocracy can help to
remedy the key flaws of electoral democracy. He discusses the advantages and pitfalls of political meritocracy, distinguishes between
different ways of combining meritocracy and democracy, and argues that China has evolved a model of democratic meritocracy that is
morally desirable and politically stable. Bell summarizes and evaluates the “China model”—meritocracy at the top, experimentation in the
middle, and democracy at the bottom—and its implications for the rest of the world. A timely and original book that will stir up interest and
debate, The China Model looks at a political system that not only has had a long history in China, but could prove to be the most important
political development of the twenty-first century.
Approaches include economic modelling, social surveys, theoretical analysis, and program evaluation.
A look at the top 300 most powerful players in world capitalism, who are at the controls of our economic future. Who holds the purse strings to
the majority of the world's wealth? There is a new global elite at the controls of our economic future, and here former Project Censored
director and media monitoring sociologist Peter Phillips unveils for the general reader just who these players are. The book includes such
power players as Mark Zuckerberg, Bill Gates, Jeff Bezos, Jamie Dimon, and Warren Buffett. As the number of men with as much wealth as
half the world fell from sixty-two to just eight between January 2016 and January 2017, according to Oxfam International, fewer than 200
super-connected asset managers at only 17 asset management firms—each with well over a trillion dollars in assets under management—now
represent the financial core of the world's transnational capitalist class. Members of the global power elite are the management—the
facilitators—of world capitalism, the firewall protecting the capital investment, growth, and debt collection that keeps the status quo from
changing. Each chapter in Giants identifies by name the members of this international club of multi-millionaires, their 17 global financial
companies—and including NGOs such as the Group of Thirty and the Trilateral Commission—and their transnational military protectors, so the
reader, for the first time anywhere, can identify who constitutes this network of influence, where the wealth is concentrated, how it suppresses
social movements, and how it can be redistributed for maximum systemic change.
Michael Barr explores the complex and covert networks of power at work in one of the world's most prosperous countries - the city-state of
Singapore. He argues that the contemporary networks of power are a deliberate project initiated and managed by Lee Kuan Yew - former
prime minister and Singapore's 'founding father' - designed to empower himself and his family. Barr identifies the crucial institutions of power including the country's sovereign wealth funds, and the government-linked companies - together with five critical features that form the key to
understanding the nature of the networks. He provides an assessment of possible shifts of power within the elite in the wake of Lee Kuan
Yew's son, Lee Hsien Loong, assuming power, and considers the possibility of a more fundamental democratic shift in Singapore's political
system.
The Ruling Elite of SingaporeNetworks of Power and InfluenceBloomsbury Publishing
Unbundles corruption into different types, examining corruption as access money in China through a comparative-historical lens.
“The people” famously ousted Ferdinand Marcos from power in the Philippines in 1986. After democratization, though, a fault line appeared
that split the people into citizens and the masses. The former were members of the middle class who engaged in civic action against the
restored elite-dominated democracy, and viewed themselves as moral citizens in contrast with the masses, who were poor, engaged in illicit
activities and backed flawed leaders. The masses supported emerging populist counter-elites who promised to combat inequality, and saw
themselves as morally upright in contrast to the arrogant and oppressive actions of the wealthy in arrogating resources to themselves. In
2001, the middle class toppled the populist president Joseph Estrada through an extra-constitutional movement that the masses denounced
as illegitimate. Fearing a populist uprising, the middle class supported action against informal settlements and street vendors, and violent
clashes erupted between state forces and the poor. Although solidarity of the people re-emerged in opposition to the corrupt presidency of
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo and propelled Benigno Aquino III to victory in 2010, inequality and elite rule continue to bedevil Philippine society.
Each group considers the other as a threat to democracy, and the prevailing moral antagonism makes it difficult to overcome structural
causes of inequality.
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