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Setting the Archpoet's world and works in their historical contexts, Peter Godman
argues that they provide insight into a brilliant counter-culture of medieval Germany. Its
subtlest exponent did not indulge in literary play but refashioned the political, social,
and religious roles available to a 12th-century thinker in order to create, for himself and
his patron, an identity alternative to the norms of clerical conformity prevalent
elsewhere in Europe.
The Oxford Handbook of Medieval Christianity takes as its subject the beliefs,
practices, and institutions of the Christian Church between 400 and 1500AD. It
addresses topics ranging from early medieval monasticism to late medieval mysticism,
from the material wealth of the Church to the spiritual exercises through which certain
believers might attempt to improve their souls. Each chapter tells a story, but seeks
also to ask how and why 'Christianity' took particular forms at particular moments in
history, paying attention to both the spiritual and otherwordly aspects of religion, and
the material and political contexts in which they were often embedded. This Handbook
is a landmark academic collection that presents cutting-edge interpretive perspectives
on medieval religion for a wide academic audience, drawing together thirty key scholars
in the field from the United States, the UK, and Europe. Notably, the Handbook is
Page 1/18

Acces PDF The Oxford History Of Medieval Europe George Arthur Holmes
arranged thematically, and focusses on an analytical, rather than narrative, approach,
seeking to demonstrate the variety, change, and complexity of religion throughout this
long period, and the numerous different ways in which modern scholarship can
approach it. While providing a very wide-ranging view of the subject, it also offers an
important agenda for further study in the field.
This is the most authoritative account of life in Medieval Europe between the fall of the
Roman Empire and the coming of the Renaissance. Full coverage is given to all
aspects of life in a thousand-year period which saw the creation of western civilization:
from the empires and kingdoms of Charlemagne, the Byzantines, and the Hundred
Years War, to the ideals of the crusades, the building of great cathedrals and the social
catastrophe of the Black Death; the cultural worlds of chivalric knights, popular festivals,
and new art forms. The chapters show the movement of the centre of gravity in
European life from the Mediterranean to the north; and the authors explore the contrast
between Byzantine and Renaissance cultures in the south and the new, complex
political and social structures of north-west Europe, which by 1300 had the most
advanced civilization the world had ever seen.
A panoramic account of the history of Europe, the Mediterranean, and the Near East
from the fall of Rome to the rise of Islam.
An introduction to medieval England surveying the years from the departure of the
Roman legions to the Battle of Bosworth covers England's social, cultural, political, and
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religious life during the Middle Ages.
Numerous illustrations, maps, and genealogies illuminate the often murky period
ranging from the fall of Rome to the dawn of the Renaissance, with discussions of
religious, political, economic, and social movements.
Drawing on new work published over the past twenty years, the author offers a history
of building in Western Europe from 300 to 1200. Medieval castles, church spires, and
monastic cloisters are just some of the areas covered.
Hono sapiens, homo pugnans, and so it has been since the beginning of recorded
history. In the Middle Ages, especially, armed conflict and the military life were so much
a part of the political and cultural development that a general account of this period is,
in large measure, a description of how men went to war.
A history of the Middle Ages, including the merger of Roman, Christian, and Germanic
cultures; the transformation of the Roman Empire; and social, economic, religious, and cultural
aspects of medieval life.
How was history written in Europe and Asia between 400-1400? How was the past understood
in religious, social and political terms? And in what ways does the diversity of historical writing
in this period mask underlying commonalities in narrating the past? The volume, which
assembles 28 contributions from leading historians, tackles these and other questions. Part I
provides comprehensive overviews of the development of historical writing in societies that
range from the Korean Peninsula to north-west Europe, which together highlight regional and
cultural distinctiveness. Part II complements the first part by taking a thematic and comparative
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approach; it includes essays on genre, warfare, and religion (amongst others) which address
common concerns of historians working in this liminal period before the globalizing forces of
the early modern world.
In "Sefer Hasidim" and the Ashkenazic Book in Medieval Europe, Ivan G. Marcus proposes a
new paradigm for understanding how Sefer Hasidim, or "Book of the Pietists," was composed
and how it extended an earlier Byzantine rabbinic tradition of authorship into medieval
European Jewish culture.
Spans the beginning of the Middle Ages: the rise of the Church, Byzantium and the Carolingian
Empire.
The Oxford History of Life-Writing: Volume 1: The Middle Ages explores the richness and
variety of life-writing from late Antiquity to the threshold of the Renaissance. During the Middle
Ages, writers from Bede to Chaucer were thinking about life and experimenting with ways to
translate lives, their own and others', into literature. Their subjects included career religious,
saints, celebrities, visionaries, pilgrims, princes, philosophers, poets, and even a few 'ordinary
people.' They relay life stories not only in chronological narratives, but also in debates,
dialogues, visions, and letters. Many medieval biographers relied on the reader's trust in their
authority, but some espoused standards of evidence that seem distinctly modern, drawing on
reliable written sources, interviewing eyewitnesses, and cross-checking their facts wherever
possible. Others still professed allegiance to evidence but nonetheless freely embellished and
invented not only events and dialogue but the sources to support them. The first book devoted
to life-writing in medieval England, The Oxford History of Life-Writing: Volume 1: The Middle
Ages covers major life stories in Old and Middle English, Latin, and French, along with such
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Continental classics as the letters of Abelard and Heloise and the autobiographical Vision of
Christine de Pizan. In addition to the life stories of historical figures, it treats accounts of
fictional heroes, from Beowulf to King Arthur to Queen Katherine of Alexandria, which show
medieval authors experimenting with, adapting, and expanding the conventions of life writing.
Though Medieval life writings can be challenging to read, we encounter in them the
antecedents of many of our own diverse biographical forms-tabloid lives, literary lives, brief
lives, revisionist lives; lives of political figures, memoirs, fictional lives, and psychologicallyoriented accounts that register the inner lives of their subjects.
Earliest Christian art - Saints and holy places - Holy images - Artistic production for the wealthy
- Icons & iconography.
Presents an overview of Medieval architecture, describing the similarity of the features of both
religious and secular structures and how these buildings reflect the people who built and used
them.
The Oxford History of Medieval EuropeOxford University Press, USA

Engages with the materiality of medieval manuscripts to illustrate the importance
of the study of physical texts to literary appreciation, and studies marginal
annotation, the physical characteristics of manuscripts and books, and miniature
illustrations to show how the book was encountered and understood by medieval
producers and readers.
A spirited history of the changes that transformed Europe during the 1,000-year
span of the Middle Ages: “A dazzling race through a complex
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millennium.”—Publishers Weekly The millennium between the breakup of the
western Roman Empire and the Reformation was a long and hugely
transformative period—one not easily chronicled within the scope of a few
hundred pages. Yet distinguished historian Chris Wickham has taken up the
challenge in this landmark book, and he succeeds in producing the most riveting
account of medieval Europe in a generation. Tracking the entire sweep of the
Middle Ages across Europe, Wickham focuses on important changes century by
century, including such pivotal crises and moments as the fall of the western
Roman Empire, Charlemagne’s reforms, the feudal revolution, the challenge of
heresy, the destruction of the Byzantine Empire, the rebuilding of late medieval
states, and the appalling devastation of the Black Death. He provides illuminating
vignettes that underscore how shifting social, economic, and political
circumstances affected individual lives and international events—and offers both a
new conception of Europe’s medieval period and a provocative revision of
exactly how and why the Middle Ages matter. “Far-ranging, fluent, and
thoughtful—of considerable interest to students of history writ large, and not just of
Europe.”—Kirkus Reviews, (starred review) Includes maps and illustrations
Describes and analyses brutality in the later Middle Ages, focusing on a thriving
region of Northern France. Explores experiences of, and attitudes towards,
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violence. Offers fresh ways of thinking about violence in societies, and throws
new light on the social life of villages and towns in a transitional period.
The Historia Ierosolimitana, attributed to Albert of Aachen, is the most complete,
detailed and colourful of the contemporary narratives of the First Crusade, and of
the careers of the first generation of Latin settlers in Outremer. This English
translation, with original Latin text, has been prepared from a critical study of the
manuscripts. Generating interest in previously disregarded aspects of crusade
and settlement in the first decades of the twelfth century, it is set to alter the
focus of crusades studies.
What meaning did human kinship possess in a world regulated by Biblical time,
committed to the primacy of spiritual relationships, and bound by the sinews of
divine love? In the process of exploring this question, Hans Hummer offers a
searching re-examination of kinship in Europe between late Roman times and the
high middle ages, the period bridging Europe's primitive past and its modern
future. Visions of Kinship in Medieval Europe critiques the modernist and
Western bio-genealogical and functionalist assumptions that have shaped kinship
studies since their inception in the nineteenth century, when Biblical time
collapsed and kinship became a signifier of the essential secularity of history and
a method for conceptualizing a deep prehistory guided by autogenous human
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impulses. Hummer argues that this understanding of kinship is fundamentally
antagonistic to medieval sentiments and is responsible for the frustrations
researchers have encountered as they have tried to identify the famously elusive
kin groups of medieval Europe. He delineates an alternative ethnographic
approach inspired by recent anthropological work that privileges indigenous
expressions of kinship and the interpretive potential of native ontologies. This
study reveals that kinship in the middle ages was not biological, primitive, or a
regulator of social mechanisms; nor was it traceable by bio-genealogical
connections. In the Middle Ages, kinship signified a sociality that flowed from
convictions about the divine source of all things and which wove together
families, institutions, and divinities into an expansive eschatological vision
animated by 'the most righteous principle of love'.
Provides a comprehensive history of what is now considered England's most
famous surviving medieval city, covering nearly a thousand years
Covers all aspects of the Middle Ages, from Europe to the Far East, exploring the
lives of the great people of the age, including Dante and Chaucer
This study examines the acquisition and use of texts by the parish clergy in a late
medieval German diocese. The author identifies a broad theological awareness
and an emerging professional identity among the clergy, upending traditional
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views and contributing to our understanding of their role as communicators and
cultural mediators.
This Handbook is intended to show the links between the philosophy written in
the Middle Ages and that being done today. Essays by over twenty medieval
specialists, who are also familiar with contemporary discussions, explore areas in
logic and philosophy of language, metaphysics, epistemology, moral psychology
ethics, aesthetics, political philosophy and philosophy of religion. Each topic has
been chosen because it is of present philosophical interest, but a more or less
similar set of questions was also discussed in the Middle Ages. No party-line has
been set about the extent of the similarity. Some writers (e.g. Panaccio on
Universals; Cesalli on States of Affairs) argue that there are the closest
continuities. Others (e.g. Thom on Logical Form; Pink on Freedom of the Will)
stress the differences. All, however, share the aim of providing new analyses of
medieval texts and of writing in a manner that is clear and comprehensible to
philosophers who are not medieval specialists. The Handbook begins with eleven
chapters looking at the history of medieval philosophy period by period, and
region by region. They constitute the fullest, most wide-ranging and up-to-date
chronological survey of medieval philosophy available. All four traditions - Greek,
Latin, Islamic and Jewish (in Arabic, and in Hebrew) - are considered, and the
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Latin tradition is traced from late antiquity through to the seventeenth century and
beyond.
This richly illustrated book explores over seven hundred years of European
warfare, from the time of Charlemagne to the end of the middle ages (c.1500).
The period covered has a distinctive character in military history. It was an age
when organization for war was integral to social structure, when the secular
aristocrat was by necessity also a warrior, and whose culture was profoundly
influenced by martial ideas. Twelve scholars, experts in their own fields, have
contributed to this finely illustrated book. It is divided into two parts. Part I seeks
to explore the experience of war viewed chronologically with separate chapters
on, for instance, the Viking age, on the wars and expansion of the eleventh and
twelfth centuries, on the Crusades and on the great Hundred Years War between
England and France. The chapters in Part II trace thematically the principal
developments in the art of warfare; in fortification and siege craft; in the role of
armoured cavalrymen; in the employment of mercenary forces; the advent of
gunpowder artillery; and of new skills in navigation and shipbuilding. In both parts
of the book, the overall aim has been to offer the general reader an impression,
not just of the where and the when of great confrontations, but above all of the
social experience of warfare in the middle ages, and of the impact of its demands
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on human resources and human endurance.
The Oxford Handbook of Women and Gender in Medieval Europe provides a
comprehensive overview of the gender rules encountered in Europe in the period
between approximately 500 and 1500 C.E. The essays collected in this volume
speak to interpretative challenges common to all fields of women's and gender
history - that is, how best to uncover the experiences of ordinary people from
archives formed mainly by and about elite males, and how to combine social
histories of lived experiences with cultural histories of gendered discourses and
identities. The collection focuses on Western Europe in the Middle Ages but
offers some consideration of medieval Islam and Byzantium. The Handbook is
structured into seven sections: Christian, Jewish, and Muslim thought; law in
theory and practice; domestic life and material culture; labour, land, and
economy; bodies and sexualities; gender and holiness; and the interplay of
continuity and change throughout the medieval period. It contains material from
some of the foremost scholars in this field, and it not only serves as the major
reference text in medieval and gender studies, but also provides an agenda for
future new research.
In 14 original essays, The Oxford Illustrated History of the Book reveals the
history of books in all their various forms, from the ancient world to the digital
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present. Leading international scholars offer an original and richly illustrated
narrative that is global in scope. The history of the book is the history of millions
of written, printed, and illustrated texts, their manufacture, distribution, and
reception. Here are different types of production, from clay tablets to scrolls, from
inscribed codices to printed books, pamphlets, magazines, and newspapers,
from written parchment to digital texts. The history of the book is a history of
different methods of circulation and dissemination, all dependent on innovations
in transport, from coastal and transoceanic shipping to roads, trains, planes and
the internet. It is a history of different modes of reading and reception, from
learned debate and individual study to public instruction and entertainment. It is a
history of manufacture, craftsmanship, dissemination, reading and debate. Yet
the history of books is not simply a question of material form, nor indeed of the
history of reading and reception. The larger question is of the effect of textual
production, distribution and reception - of how books themselves made history.
To this end, each chapter of this volume, succinctly bounded by period and
geography, offers incisive and stimulating insights into the relationship between
books and the story of their times.
First Published in 2017. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an Informa
company.
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The Oxford History of Life-Writing: Volume 1: The Middle Ages' explores the
richness and variety of life writing in the Middle Ages, ranging from Anglo-Latin
lives of missionaries, prelates, and princes to high medieval lives of scholars and
visionaries to late medieval lives of authors and laypeople.
The period from the late tenth to the early fourteenth centuries was one of the
most dynamic in European history. Latin Christendom found a new confidence
which has left its mark upon the landscape in the form of the great cathedrals and
castles, while thousands of new towns and villages were founded. The continent
was carved up into dynastic kingdoms and principalities from which the European
state system would evolve. An age of great religious enthusiasm, it developed a
darker side in the form of the Crusades and the persecution of heretics and Jews.
In this book seven experts in the field examine how Europe was transformed in
the Central Middle Ages. Thematic chapters analyse the political, social,
economic, religious and intellectual history of Latin Christendom, and trace its
expansion to the north, south and east. As well as many familiar topics the
authors discuss less well known aspects of the period such as the popular
experience of religion or the new kingdoms of east-central Europe. The book
includes a chronology of developments, a glossary, maps, illustrations and
guidance for further reading.
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Married Life in the Middle Ages, 900-1300 contains an analysis of the experience
of married life by men and women in Christian medieval Europe, c. 900-1300.
The study focusses on the social and emotional life of the married couple rather
than on the institutional history of marriage, breaking it into three parts: Getting
Married - the process of getting married and wedding celebrations; Married Life the married life of lay couples and clergy, their sexuality, and any remarriage; and
Alternative Living - which explores concubinage and polygyny, as well as the
single life in contrast to monogamous sexual unions. In this volume, van Houts
deals with four central themes. First, the tension between patriarchal family
strategies and the individual family member's freedom of choice to marry and, if
so, to what partner; second, the role played by the married priesthood in their
quest to have individual agency and self-determination accepted in their own
lives in the face of the growing imposition of clerical celibacy; third, the role
played by women in helping society accept some degree of gender equality and
self-determination to marry and in shaping the norms for married life
incorporating these principles; fourth, the role played by emotion in the
establishment of marriage and in married life at a time when sexual and spiritual
love feature prominently in medieval literature.
Peter Adamson presents a lively introduction to six hundred years of European philosophy,
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from the beginning of the ninth century to the end of the fourteenth century. The medieval
period is one of the richest in the history of philosophy, yet one of the least widely known.
Adamson introduces us to some of the greatest thinkers of the Western intellectual tradition,
including Peter Abelard, Anselm of Canterbury, Thomas Aquinas, John Duns Scotus, William
of Ockham, and Roger Bacon. And the medieval period was notable for the emergence of
great women thinkers, including Hildegard of Bingen, Marguerite Porete, and Julian of
Norwich. Original ideas and arguments were developed in every branch of philosophy during
this period - not just philosophy of religion and theology, but metaphysics, philosophy of logic
and language, moral and political theory, psychology, and the foundations of mathematics and
natural science.
In three sections, the Oxford Handbook of the History of Medicine celebrates the richness and
variety of medical history around the world. It explore medical developments and trends in
writing history according to period, place, and theme.
In this text the author provides an account of the centuries during which Europe changed from
being an abstract geographical expression into a new, culturally coherent, if politically divided,
entity. It examines how the social, economic and cultural structures of Antiquity were replaced
by their medieval equivalents and also seeks to define the European context, by looking at
those external forces, such as the nomadic confederacies of Central Asia and the Islamic
empire of the Arabs, which helped to shape it through conflict.
The deepest periodic division in English literary history has been between the medieval and
the early modern. 'Cultural Reformations' initiates discussion on many fronts in which both
periods look different in dialogue with each other.
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This refreshing new look at Medieval art conveys a very real sense of the impact of art on
everyday life in Europe from 1000 to 1500. It examines the importance of art in the expression
and spread of knowledge and ideas, including notions of the heroism and justice of war, and
the dominant view of Christianity. Taking its starting point from issues of contemporary
relevance, such as the environment, the identity of the artist, and the position of women, the
book also highlights the attitudes and events specific to the sophisticated visual culture of the
Middle Ages, and goes on to link this period to the Renaissance. The fascinating question of
whether commercial and social activities between countries encouraged similar artistic taste
and patronage, or contributed to the defining of cultural difference in Europe, is fully explored.
This important and overdue book examines illuminated manuscripts and other book arts of the
Global Middle Ages. Illuminated manuscripts and illustrated or decorated books—like today’s
museums—preserve a rich array of information about how premodern peoples conceived of and
perceived the world, its many cultures, and everyone’s place in it. Often a Eurocentric field of
study, manuscripts are prisms through which we can glimpse the interconnected global history
of humanity. Toward a Global Middle Ages is the first publication to examine decorated books
produced across the globe during the period traditionally known as medieval. Through essays
and case studies, the volume’s multidisciplinary contributors expand the historiography,
chronology, and geography of manuscript studies to embrace a diversity of objects, individuals,
narratives, and materials from Africa, Asia, Australasia, and the Americas—an approach that
both engages with and contributes to the emerging field of scholarly inquiry known as the
Global Middle Ages. Featuring 160 color illustrations, this wide-ranging and provocative
collection is intended for all who are interested in engaging in a dialogue about how books and
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other textual objects contributed to world-making strategies from about 400 to 1600.
The Routledge History of Medieval Magic brings together the work of scholars from across
Europe and North America to provide extensive insights into recent developments in the study
of medieval magic between c.1100 and c.1500. This book covers a wide range of topics,
including the magical texts which circulated in medieval Europe, the attitudes of intellectuals
and churchmen to magic, the ways in which magic intersected with other aspects of medieval
culture, and the early witch trials of the fifteenth century. In doing so, it offers the reader a
detailed look at the impact that magic had within medieval society, such as its relationship to
gender roles, natural philosophy, and courtly culture. This is furthered by the book’s
interdisciplinary approach, containing chapters dedicated to archaeology, literature, music, and
visual culture, as well as texts and manuscripts. The Routledge History of Medieval Magic also
outlines how research on this subject could develop in the future, highlighting under-explored
subjects, unpublished sources, and new approaches to the topic. It is the ideal book for both
established scholars and students of medieval magic.
R.C. Davis provided the classic account of the European medieval world; equipping
generations of undergraduate and ‘A’ level students with sufficient grasp of the period to
debate diverse historical perspectives and reputations. His book has been important grounding
for both modernists required to take a course in medieval history, and those who seek to
specialise in the medieval period. In updating this classic work to a third edition, the additional
author now enables students to see history in action; the diverse viewpoints and important
research that has been undertaken since Davis’ second edition, and progressed historical
understanding. Each of Davis original chapters now concludes with a ‘new directions and
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developments’ section by Professor RI Moore, Emeritus of Newcastle University. A key work
updated in a method that both enhances subject understanding and sets important research in
its wider context. A vital resource, now up-to-date for generations of historians to come.
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