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The Etruscans Lost Civilizations
A reliable and lively volume which brings readers
into the mainstream of the latest Etruscan
scholarship.
In a world without plastics, ceramics, alongside
organic containers, were used for almost every
substance which required protection or containment:
from perfume to porridge. The experience of an
Etruscan person, living day to day, would have been
filled with interactions with ceramics, making them
objects which can recall intimate transactions in the
past to the archaeologist in the present.
Characterizing that experience of Etruscan pottery is
the concern of this book. What was it like to use and
live with Etruscan pottery? How was the interaction
between an Etruscan pot structured and constituted?
How can that experience be related back to bigger
questions about the organization of Etruscan society,
its increasingly urban nature and relationship with
other Mediterranean cultures? More specifically, this
volume aims to unpick both the physical encounter
between vessel and hand, and the emotional
interaction between the user of a pot and the images
inscribed upon its surface.
Traces the history of early Rome, covering such
topics as religion, language, and culture.
Devotion to religion was the distinguishing
characteristic of the Etruscan people, the most
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powerful civilization of Italy in the Archaic period.
From a very early date, Etruscan religion spread its
influence into Roman society, especially with the
practice of divination. The Etruscan priest Spurinna,
to give a well-known example, warned Caesar to
beware the Ides of March. Yet despite the
importance of religion in Etruscan life, there are
relatively few modern comprehensive studies of
Etruscan religion, and none in English. This volume
seeks to fill that deficiency by bringing together
essays by leading scholars that collectively provide a
state-of-the-art overview of religion in ancient Etruria.
The eight essays in this book cover all of the most
important topics in Etruscan religion, including the
Etruscan pantheon and the roles of the gods, the
roles of priests and divinatory practices, votive
rituals, liturgical literature, sacred spaces and
temples, and burial and the afterlife. In addition to
the essays, the book contains valuable supporting
materials, including the first English translation of an
Etruscan Brontoscopic Calendar (which guided
priests in making divinations), Greek and Latin
sources about Etruscan religion (in the original
language and English translation), and a glossary.
Nearly 150 black and white photographs and
drawings illustrate surviving Etruscan artifacts and
inscriptions, as well as temple floor plans and
reconstructions.
When Alexander the Great invaded the Indus Valley
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in the fourth century BCE, he was completely
unaware that it had once been the center of a
civilization that could have challenged ancient Egypt
and neighboring Mesopotamia in size and
sophistication. In this accessible introduction,
Andrew Robinson tells the story—so far as we know
it—of this enigmatic people, who lay forgotten for
around 4,000 years. Going back to 2600 BCE,
Robinson investigates a civilization that flourished
over half a millennium, until 1900 BCE, when it
mysteriously declined and eventually vanished. Only
in the 1920s, did British and Indian archaeologists in
search of Alexander stumble upon the ruins of a
civilization in what is now northwest India and
eastern Pakistan. Robinson surveys a network of
settlements—more than 1,000—that covered over
800,000 square kilometers. He examines the
technically advanced features of some of the
civilization’s ancient cities, such as Harappa and
Mohenjo-daro, where archaeologists have found
finely crafted gemstone jewelry, an exquisite partpictographic writing system (still requiring
decipherment), apparently Hindu symbolism,
plumbing systems that would not be bettered until
the Roman empire, and street planning worthy of our
modern world. He also notes what is missing: any
evidence of warfare, notwithstanding an adventurous
maritime trade between the Indus cities and
Mesopotamia via the Persian Gulf. A fascinating look
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at a tantalizingly “lost” civilization, this book is a
testament to its artistic excellence, technological
progress, economic vigor, and social tolerance, not
to mention the Indus legacy to modern South Asia
and the wider world.
The Sumerians are widely believed to have created
the world’s earliest civilization on the fertile
floodplains of southern Iraq from about 3500 to 2000
BCE. They have been credited with the invention of
nothing less than cities, writing, and the wheel, and
therefore hold an ancient mirror to our own urban,
literate world. But is this picture correct? Paul Collins
reveals how the idea of a Sumerian people was
assembled from the archaeological and textual
evidence uncovered in Iraq and Syria over the last
one hundred fifty years. Reconstructed through the
biases of those who unearthed them, the Sumerians
were never simply lost and found, but reinvented a
number of times, both in antiquity and in the more
recent past.
The first full-scale history of Hannibal's Carthage in
decades and "a convincing and enthralling
narrative." (The Economist ) Drawing on a wealth of
new research, archaeologist, historian, and master
storyteller Richard Miles resurrects the civilization
that ancient Rome struggled so mightily to expunge.
This monumental work charts the entirety of
Carthage's history, from its origins among the
Phoenician settlements of Lebanon to its apotheosis
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as a Mediterranean empire whose epic land-and-sea
clash with Rome made a legend of Hannibal and
shaped the course of Western history. Carthage
Must Be Destroyed reintroduces readers to the
ancient glory of a lost people and their generationslong struggle against an implacable enemy.
The Etruscans can be shown to have made significant, and in
some cases perhaps the first, technical advances in the
central and northern Mediterranean. To the Etruscan people
we can attribute such developments as the tie-beam truss in
large wooden structures, surveying and engineering drainage
and water tunnels, the development of the foresail for fast
long-distance sailing vessels, fine techniques of metal
production and other pyrotechnology, post-mortem C-sections
in medicine, and more. In art, many technical and
iconographic developments, although they certainly
happened first in Greece or the Near East, are first seen in
extant Etruscan works, preserved in the lavish tombs and
goods of Etruscan aristocrats. These include early portraiture,
the first full-length painted portrait, the first perspective view
of a human figure in monumental art, specialized techniques
of bronze-casting, and reduction-fired pottery (the bucchero
phenomenon). Etruscan contacts, through trade, treaty and
intermarriage, linked their culture with Sardinia, Corsica and
Sicily, with the Italic tribes of the peninsula, and with the Near
Eastern kingdoms, Greece and the Greek colonial world,
Iberia, Gaul and the Punic network of North Africa, and
influenced the cultures of northern Europe. In the past fifteen
years striking advances have been made in scholarship and
research techniques for Etruscan Studies. Archaeological and
scientific discoveries have changed our picture of the
Etruscans and furnished us with new, specialized information.
Thanks to the work of dozens of international scholars, it is
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now possible to discuss topics of interest that could never
before be researched, such as Etruscan mining and
metallurgy, textile production, foods and agriculture. In this
volume, over 60 experts provide insights into all these
aspects of Etruscan culture, and more, with many
contributions available in English for the first time to allow the
reader access to research that may not otherwise be
available to them. Lavishly illustrated, The Etruscan World
brings to life the culture and material past of the Etruscans
and highlights key points of development in research, making
it essential reading for researchers, academics and students
of this fascinating civilization.
Sketches of Etruscan Places and other Italian Essays, or
Etruscan Places, is a collection of travel writings by D. H.
Lawrence, first published posthumously in 1932. In this book
Lawrence contrasted the life affirming world of the Etruscans
with the shabbiness of Benito Mussolini's Italy during the late
1920s. In preparing these essays, Lawrence travelled through
the countryside of Tuscany with his friend Earl Brewster
during the spring of 1927.
Poggio Civitate in Murlo, Tuscany, is home to one of the bestpreserved Etruscan communities of the eighth through the
sixth centuries BCE. In this book, Anthony Tuck, the director
of excavations, provides a broad synthesis of decades of data
from the site. The results of many years of excavation at
Poggio Civitate tell a story of growth, urbanization, ancient
industrialization, and dissolution. The site preserves traces of
aristocratic domestic buildings, including some of the most
evocative and enigmatic architectural sculpture in the region,
along with remnants of non-elite domestic spaces, enabling
illuminating comparisons across social strata. The settlement
also features evidence of large-scale production systems,
including tools and other objects that reflect the daily
experiences of laborers. Finally, the site contains the story of
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its own destruction. Tuck finds in the data clear indications
that Poggio Civitate was methodically dismantled, and he
posits hypotheses concerning the circumstances around this
violent social and political act.
Surveys what is known about the ancient Babylonian
civilization, looks at ruins and artifacts, and describes the
work of archaeologists in the region
The EtruscansLost CivilizationsReaktion Books
The Etruscans were a powerful people, marked by an
influential civilization in ancient Italy. But despite their
prominence, the Etruscans are often portrayed as
mysterious—a strange and unknowable people whose
language and culture have largely vanished. Lucy Shipley’s
The Etruscans presents a different picture. Shipley writes of a
people who traded with Greece and shaped the development
of Rome, who inspired Renaissance artists and Romantic
firebrands, and whose influence is still felt strongly in the
modern world. Covering colonialism and conquest, misogyny
and mystique, she weaves Etruscan history with new
archaeological evidence to give us a revived picture of the
Etruscan people. The book traces trade routes and trains of
thought, describing the journey of Etruscan objects from
creation to use, loss, rediscovery, and reinvention. From the
wrappings of an Egyptian mummy displayed in a fashionable
salon to the extra-curricular activities of Bonaparte, from a
mass looting craze to a bombed museum in a town marked
by massacre, the book is an extraordinary voyage through
Etruscan archaeology, which ultimately leads to surprising
and intriguing places. In this sharp and groundbreaking book,
Shipley gives readers a unique perspective on an enigmatic
people, revealing just how much we know about the
Etruscans—and just how much still remains undiscovered.
From Roman villas to Hollywood films, ancient Egypt has
been a source of fascination and inspiration in many other
Page 7/23

Read Book The Etruscans Lost Civilizations
cultures. But why, exactly, has this been the case? In this
book, Christina Riggs examines the history, art, and religion
of ancient Egypt to illuminate why it has been so influential
throughout the centuries. In doing so, she shows how the
ancient past has always been used to serve contemporary
purposes. Often characterized as a lost civilization that was
discovered by adventurers and archeologists, Egypt has
meant many things to many different people. Ancient Greek
and Roman writers admired ancient Egyptian philosophy, and
this admiration would influence ideas about Egypt in
Renaissance Europe as well as the Arabic-speaking world.
By the eighteenth century, secret societies like the
Freemasons looked to ancient Egypt as a source of wisdom,
but as modern Egypt became the focus of Western military
strategy and economic exploitation in the nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries, its ancient remains came to be seen
as exotic, primitive, or even dangerous, tangled in the politics
of racial science and archaeology. The curse of the pharaohs
or the seductiveness of Cleopatra were myths that took on
new meanings in the colonial era, while ancient Egypt also
inspired modernist, anti-colonial movements in the arts, such
as in the Harlem Renaissance and Egyptian Pharaonism.
Today, ancient Egypt—whether through actual relics or
through cultural homage—can be found from museum
galleries to tattoo parlors. Riggs helps us understand why this
“lost civilization” continues to be a touchpoint for
defining—and debating—who we are today.

These twenty papers dedicated to Mike Tite focus upon
the interpretation of ancient artefacts and technologies,
particularly through the application of materials analysis.
Instruments from the human eye to mass spectrometry
provide insights into a range of technologies ranging
from classical alum extraction to Bronze Age wall
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painting, and cover materials as diverse as niello, flint,
bronze, glass and ceramic. Ranging chronologically from
the Neolithic through to the medieval period, and
geographically from Britain to China, these case studies
provide a rare overview which will be of value to
students, teachers and researchers with an interest in
early material culture.
We often think of the civilizations of ancient Greece and
Rome as discrete incubators of Western culture, places
where ideas about everything from government to art to
philosophy were free to develop and then be distributed
outward into the wider Mediterranean world. But as Peter
Bogucki reminds us in this book, Greece and Rome did
not develop in isolation. All around them were rural
communities who had remarkably different cultures, ones
few of us know anything about. Telling the stories of
these nearly forgotten people, he offers a long-overdue
enrichment of how we think about classical antiquity. As
Bogucki shows, the lands to the north of the Greek and
Roman peninsulas were inhabited by non-literate
communities that stretched across river valleys,
mountains, plains, and shorelines from the Atlantic
Ocean in the west to the Ural Mountains in the east.
What we know about them is almost exclusively through
archeological finds of settlements, offerings, monuments,
and burials—but these remnants paint a portrait that is
just as compelling as that of the great literate, urban
civilizations of this time. Bogucki sketches the
development of these groups’ cultures from the Stone
Age through the collapse of the Roman Empire in the
west, highlighting the increasing complexity of their
Page 9/23

Read Book The Etruscans Lost Civilizations
societal structures, their technological accomplishments,
and their distinct cultural practices. He shows that we are
still learning much about them, as he examines new
historical and archeological discoveries as well as the
ways our knowledge about these groups has led to a
vibrant tourist industry and even influenced politics. The
result is a fascinating account of several nearly vanished
cultures and the modern methods that have allowed us
to rescue them from historical oblivion.
Perhaps the most spectacular of all Greek vases, the
Sarpedon krater depicts the body of Sarpedon, a hero of
the Trojan War, being carried away to his homeland for
burial. It was decorated some 2,500 years ago by
Athenian artist Euphronios, and its subsequent history
involves tomb raiding, intrigue, duplicity, litigation,
international outrage, and possibly even homicide. How
this came about is told by Nigel Spivey in a concise,
stylish book that braids together the creation and
adventures of this extraordinary object with an
exploration of its abiding influence. Spivey takes the
reader on a dramatic journey, beginning with the krater’s
looting from an Etruscan tomb in 1971 and its acquisition
by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, followed
by a high-profile lawsuit over its status and its eventual
return to Italy. He explains where, how, and why the
vase was produced, retrieving what we know about the
life and legend of Sarpedon. Spivey also pursues the
figural motif of the slain Sarpedon portrayed on the vase
and traces how this motif became a standard way of
representing the dead and dying in Western art,
especially during the Renaissance. Fascinating and
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informative, The Sarpedon Krater is a multifaceted
introduction to the enduring influence of Greek art on the
world.
*Includes pictures *Includes ancient accounts describing
the Etruscans and their wars with Rome *Includes online
resources and a bibliography for further reading
*Includes a table of contents "These people of Greek
descent were called Etruscans, and it has been
discovered that they had advanced so far in civilization,
that they afterwards gave many of their customs to the
city of Rome when it came to power. A confederacy
known as the 'Twelve Cities of Etruria' became famous
afterwards, though no one knows exactly which the
twelve were." - Arthur Gilman, The Story of Rome from
the Earliest Times to the End of the Republic When
people think of ancient Italy, the Romans are usually the
first and last people that come to mind, but long before
Rome was built by Latin speaking people, the culture of
Italy was dominated by the Etruscans. Although the
Etruscans may not comprise the core of most histories of
the ancient Mediterranean, they exerted a profound
influence on the region from the 8th-5th centuries BCE
that continued to resonate for centuries after as the
Romans carried on many of their traditions. Today, much
of what is known about the Etruscans comes from the
ancient Roman and Greek writers who had a deep
respect for them but saw them as exotic and foreign. As
the famous Roman philosopher Seneca wrote about the
Etruscans, "Whereas we believe lightning to be released
as a result of the collision of clouds, they believe that the
clouds collide so as to release lightning: for as they
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attribute all to deity, they are led to believe not that things
have a meaning insofar as they occur, but rather that
they occur because they must have a meaning." The
Etruscans referred to themselves as "Rasenna" in their
own language, but the Greeks called them "Tyrrhenians"
and the Romans referred to them as "Etrusci," which is
where the modern term "Etruscan" is derived (Cornell
1995, 45). As this suggests, reconstructing Etruscan
history is based primarily on the Greco-Roman accounts,
but other sources are utilized by modern scholars to
create a more accurate picture. Unfortunately, despite
the fact the Etruscans were a literate people, their own
histories have disappeared without a trace.
Nevertheless, even with this lack of primary sources, the
abundance of classical writings about the Etruscans and
modern historical, archaeological, and art historical
studies can establish an image of Etruscan history and
culture that, although not complete, is enough for
scholars to arrive at some important conclusions. An indepth examination of Etruscan history and culture
reveals that the Etruscans developed a culture that was
as advanced as that of their Greek contemporaries and
was also one that the later Romans were indebted to on
many levels. The Etruscans: The History and Culture of
the Ancient Italian Civilization that Preceded the Romans
looks at the influential civilization that helped give rise to
the Roman Empire. Along with pictures of important
people, places, and events, you will learn about the
Etruscans like never before, in no time at all.
*Includes pictures *Includes a bibliography for further
reading "These people of Greek descent were called
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Etruscans, and it has been discovered that they had
advanced so far in civilization, that they afterwards gave
many of their customs to the city of Rome when it came
to power. A confederacy known as the 'Twelve Cities of
Etruria' became famous afterwards, though no one
knows exactly which the twelve were." - Arthur Gilman,
The Story of Rome from the Earliest Times to the End of
the Republic When people think of ancient Italy, the
Romans are usually the first and last people that come to
mind, but long before Rome was built by Latin speaking
people, the culture of Italy was dominated by the
Etruscans. Although the Etruscans may not comprise the
core of most histories of the ancient Mediterranean, they
exerted a profound influence on the region from the
8th-5th centuries BCE that continued to resonate for
centuries after as the Romans carried on many of their
traditions. Today, much of what is known about the
Etruscans comes from the ancient Roman and Greek
writers who had a deep respect for them but saw them
as exotic and foreign. As the famous Roman philosopher
Seneca wrote about the Etruscans, "Whereas we believe
lightning to be released as a result of the collision of
clouds, they believe that the clouds collide so as to
release lightning: for as they attribute all to deity, they
are led to believe not that things have a meaning insofar
as they occur, but rather that they occur because they
must have a meaning." The Etruscans referred to
themselves as "Rasenna" in their own language, but the
Greeks called them "Tyrrhenians" and the Romans
referred to them as "Etrusci", which is where the modern
term "Etruscan" is derived (Cornell 1995, 45). As this
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suggests, reconstructing Etruscan history is based
primarily on the Greco-Roman accounts, but other
sources are utilized by modern scholars to create a more
accurate picture. Unfortunately, despite the fact the
Etruscans were a literate people, their own histories
have disappeared without a trace. Nevertheless, even
with this lack of primary sources, the abundance of
classical writings about the Etruscans and modern
historical, archaeological, and art historical studies can
establish an image of Etruscan history and culture that,
although not complete, is enough for scholars to arrive at
some important conclusions. An in-depth examination of
Etruscan history and culture reveals that the Etruscans
developed a culture that was as advanced as that of their
Greek contemporaries and was also one that the later
Romans were indebted to on many levels. "Rome was a
poem pressed into service as a city." In that short line,
Anatole Broyard, a 20th century American writer,
compactly captures the timeless and enchanting beauty
that resides within the Eternal City of Rome. This tourist
destination is often one of the highest ranked on bucket
lists, for how could one not want to experience its
marvelous ruins, mirror-like rivers, and spectacular
stretches of aqueducts firsthand? As one sips on fine
Italian wine on a terrace overlooking the grand remnants
of the Colosseum, one can practically hear the roars of
the battling gladiators and the raucous applause of the
spectators. And as one strolls through the coarse, yet
quaint cobblestone streets, one can almost hear the
galloping horses and screeching wheels of chariots in
the distance, and even feel the brush of the breeze as
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they charge past. It is difficult not to fall in love with a city
so effortlessly nostalgic it verges on utopian. The
ambitious and fearless emperors that built the legendary
Roman Empire from scratch, the broad-shouldered and
bronzed gladiators with their iconic plume helmets and
glinting swords, and elaborate parties attended by togawearing Romans fueled by alcohol, violence, orgies, and
other godless acts all paint a picture of Roman life.
This new collection presents a rich selection of
innovative scholarship on the Etruscans, a vibrant,
independent people whose distinct civilization flourished
in central Italy for most of the first millennium BCE and
whose artistic, social and cultural traditions helped shape
the ancient Mediterranean, European, and Classical
worlds. Includes contributions from an international cast
of both established and emerging scholars Offers fresh
perspectives on Etruscan art and culture, including
analysis of the most up-to-date research and
archaeological discoveries Reassesses and evaluates
traditional topics like architecture, wall painting,
ceramics, and sculpture as well as new ones such as
textile archaeology, while also addressing themes that
have yet to be thoroughly investigated in the scholarship,
such as the obesus etruscus, the function and use of
jewelry at different life stages, Greek and Roman topoi
about the Etruscans, the Etruscans’ reception of
ponderation, and more Counters the claim that the
Etruscans were culturally inferior to the Greeks and
Romans by emphasizing fields where the Etruscans
were either technological or artistic pioneers and by
reframing similarities in style and iconography as
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examples of Etruscan agency and reception rather than
as a deficit of local creativity
This comprehensive survey of Etruscan civilization, from
its origin in the Villanovan Iron Age in the ninth century
B.C. to its absorption by Rome in the first century B.C.,
combines well-known aspects of the Etruscan world with
new discoveries and fresh insights into the role of
women in Etruscan society. In addition, the Etruscans
are contrasted to the Greeks, whom they often emulated,
and to the Romans, who at once admired and disdained
them. The result is a compelling and complete picture of
a people and a culture. This in-depth examination of
Etruria examines how differing access to mineral wealth,
trade routes, and agricultural land led to distinct regional
variations. Heavily illustrated with ancient Etruscan art
and cultural objects, the text is organized both
chronologically and thematically, interweaving
archaeological evidence, analysis of social structure,
descriptions of trade and burial customs, and an
examination of pottery and works of art.
If you want to discover the captivating history of the
Etruscans, then keep reading... The importance of the
Etruscans can be traced back to Rome. The Roman
Republic, and later the Roman Empire, was an unusual
conqueror because it would absorb and assimilate elements
of the cultures it dominated. A standing practice was to allow
the defeated to continue practicing their culture and religion
so long as they paid their taxes on time. Such a procedure
was part of why Christianity would seep into the Roman
Empire around the 1st century CE, for example. For the
Etruscans, this meant they influenced aspects of Roman
civilization, one of the most powerful cultures in the history of
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the Western world. The word "Rome" is Etruscan in origin as
are the names of its mythological founders "Remus" and
"Romulus." Several of the Roman creation myths centered on
branches of the Etruscans breaking off to found Rome, and
Rome itself used to be a part of Etruscan civilization before it
broke away and started to develop its own society. When the
Etruscans were absorbed, elements of their culture,
language, and religion would seep into Roman practice.
Before their assimilation, the Etruscans gifted Rome with
much of its political science and technology. Through the
Etruscans, the Romans developed monarchy, walls, drainage
systems, and the powerful forum. The Etruscans shouldn't
only be studied as the influencer of Rome, but it is the
connection through which most individuals have heard of their
illustrious civilization. Other interesting developments of the
Etruscans were their flamboyant fashion, complex political
structure, urban planning, and fatalistic religion. As the reader
of this volume, check and see where the Etruscans sound
similar to the Romans but also interpret what made the
Etruscans unique, what rings of assimilation of other cultures
like the Greeks, and determine whether it was possible for the
Etruscans to avoid their fate against the Romans during the
1st century BCE. In The Etruscans: A Captivating Guide to
the Etruscan Civilization of Ancient Italy That Preceded the
Roman Republic, you will discover topics such as Politics,
Government, and Social Structure How an Individual Lived
The Origin of the Etruscans The Etruscan Orientation, c.
600-400 BCE The Roman Conquest, c. 400-20 BCE
Mythology and Religion Art and Music The Etruscan
Language and Writing Architecture Surviving Text and
Literature And much, much more! So if you want to learn
more about the Etruscans, scroll up and click the "add to cart"
button!
During the first and second millennia BCE a swathe of
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nomadic peoples migrated outward from Central Asia into the
Eurasian periphery. One group of these people would find
themselves encamped in an unpromising, arid region just
south of the Caspian Sea. From these modest and uncertain
beginnings, they would go on to form one of the most
powerful empires in history: the Persian Empire. In this book,
Geoffrey and Brenda Parker tell the captivating story of this
ancient civilization and its enduring legacy to the world. The
authors examine the unique features of Persian life and trace
their influence throughout the centuries. They examine the
environmental difficulties the early Persians encountered and
how, in overcoming them, they were able to develop a unique
culture that would culminate in the massive, first empire, the
Achaemenid Empire. Extending their influence into the
maritime west, they fought the Greeks for mastery of the
eastern Mediterranean—one of the most significant
geopolitical contests of the ancient world. And the authors
paint vivid portraits of Persian cities and their spectacular
achievements: intricate and far-reaching roadways, an
astonishing irrigation system that created desert paradises,
and, above all, an extraordinary reflection of the diverse
peoples that inhabited them. Informed and original, this is a
history of an incomparable culture whose influence can still
be seen, millennia later, in modern-day Iran and the wider
Middle East.
Egypt is a place where, as one contemporary archaeologist
has noted, 'you can't put your spade in the ground and not
find something'. This great treasure house of a country has
been luring the curious for centuries. Among them have been
many who sought to become rich by plundering the past. But
at their best the searchers were magnificent professionals,
lovers of history, and great respecters of the humanity behind
their finds. Much of what the world first learned about the
Egyptians came from an early obsession with their tombs.
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Thanks to the dryness that prevails throughout most of the
land, not only did these burial sites often contain bodies that
had survived the ages largely intact, but with them were
found an array of items that revealed much about civilization
thousands of years ago.
Traces the history of the Etruscan civilization including daily
life, customs, culture, art, and the end of this civilization.
Discusses the civilization of ancient Rome, including its
founding and early centuries, its high point, social classes
and institutions, aspects of daily life, its eventual decline and
fall, and the enduring legacy of Rome.
Ancient Rome had deep roots in the 'Villanovan' culture that
we call today the Etruscans. Their long-lived civilization can
be traced to 900–750 BC in north-west Italy. They were a seafaring people trading with and competing against Greek and
Phoenician peoples, including the Carthaginians. They were
also a great land-based power, especially in the 'Classical'
period, where they expanded their power north into the Po
Valley and south to Latium. In the 6th century BC an Etruscan
dynasty ruled Rome, and their power extended southwards to
the Amalfi coast. In 509 BC the Romans rose up to expel
their kings, which began the long 'Etruscan twilight' when their
power was squeezed by the Samnites and, most especially,
the Romans. Drawing on archaeological evidence including
warrior tombs, paintings, sculptures, and fully illustrated
throughout, this study examines one of the early rivals to
Ancient Rome.
Accompanying CD-ROM contains ... "all relevant illustrations
from the book, arranged in alphabetical order according to
mythological character. To increase the usefulness of the [CDROM], supplementary images not in the book have been
added[.]"--P. xv.

The first comprehensive history of the cultural impact of
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the Phoenicians, who knit together the ancient
Mediterranean world long before the rise of the Greeks.
Imagine you are a traveler sailing to the major cities
around the Mediterranean in 750 BC. You would notice a
remarkable similarity in the dress, alphabet, consumer
goods, and gods from Gibraltar to Tyre. This was not the
Greek world—it was the Phoenician. Based in Tyre,
Sidon, Byblos, and other cities along the coast of presentday Lebanon, the Phoenicians spread out across the
Mediterranean building posts, towns, and ports.
Propelled by technological advancements of a kind
unseen since the Neolithic revolution, Phoenicians knit
together diverse Mediterranean societies, fostering a
literate and sophisticated urban elite sharing common
cultural, economic, and aesthetic modes. The
Phoenician imprint on the Mediterranean lasted nearly a
thousand years, beginning in the Early Iron Age.
Following the trail of the Phoenicians from the Levant to
the Atlantic coast of Iberia, Carolina López-Ruiz offers
the first comprehensive study of the cultural exchange
that transformed the Mediterranean in the eighth and
seventh centuries BC. Greeks, Etruscans, Sardinians,
Iberians, and others adopted a Levantine-inflected way
of life, as they aspired to emulate Near Eastern
civilizations. López-Ruiz explores these many
inheritances, from sphinxes and hieratic statues to
ivories, metalwork, volute capitals, inscriptions, and
Ashtart iconography. Meticulously documented and
boldly argued, Phoenicians and the Making of the
Mediterranean revises the Hellenocentric model of the
ancient world and restores from obscurity the true role of
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Near Eastern societies in the history of early civilizations.
Covering more than four thousand years of ancient
history, from the early Egyptians to the dawn of
Byzantium, an illustrated introduction to the
Mediterranean's three major civilizations examines their
links and traces their influence up to the present day.
UP.
Ancient Civilizations Etruscans introduces students to an
ancient civilization shrouded in mystery and its people,
the Etruscans. Although, to date, no manuscripts have
been discovered and scholars have had little success in
translating the Etruscan alphabet, archaeological
discoveries have uncovered a multitude of artifacts that
offer insights into their daily lives.
This book is a portrait of Ancient Greece—but not as we
know it. Few people today appreciate that Greek
civilization was spread across the Middle East, or that
there were Greek cities in the foothills of the Himalayas.
Philip Matyszak tells the lost stories of the Greeks
outside Greece, compatriots of luminaries like Sappho,
the poet from Lesbos; Archimedes, a native of Syracuse;
and Herodotus, who was born in Asia Minor as a subject
of the Persian Empire. Stretching from the earliest
prehistoric Greek colonies around the Black Sea to
Greek settlements in Spain and Italy, through the
conquests of Alexander and the glories of the Hellenistic
era, to the fall of Byzantium, The Greeks illuminates the
lives of the Greek soldiers, statesmen, scientists, and
philosophers who laid the foundations of what we call
“Greek culture” today—though they seldom, if ever, set
foot on the Greek mainland. Instead of following the wellPage 21/23
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worn path of examining the rise of Athenian democracy
and Spartan militarism, this book offers a fresh look at
what it meant to be Greek by instead telling the story of
the Greeks abroad, from modern-day India to Spain.
The Goths are truly a “lost civilization.” Sweeping down
from the north, ancient Gothic tribes sacked the imperial
city of Rome and set in motion the decline and fall of the
western Roman empire. Ostrogothic and Visigothic kings
ruled over Italy and Spain, dominating early medieval
Europe. Yet after the last Gothic kingdom fell more than
a thousand years ago, the Goths disappeared as an
independent people. Over the centuries that followed, as
traces of Gothic civilization vanished, its people came to
be remembered as both barbaric destroyers and heroic
champions of liberty. In this engaging history, David M.
Gwynn brings together the interwoven stories of the
original Goths and the diverse Gothic heritage, a
heritage that continues to shape our modern world. From
the ancient migrations to contemporary Goth culture,
through debates over democratic freedom and European
nationalism, and drawing on writers from Shakespeare to
Bram Stoker, Gwynn explores the ever-widening gulf
between the Goths of history and the popular
imagination. Historians, students of architecture and
literature, and general readers alike will learn something
new about this great lost civilization.
Traces the history of the Etruscans, looks at the ruins
and artifacts of their civilization, and describes recent
archeological finds
The Etruscans were the creators of one of the most
highly developed cultures of the pre-Roman Era. Having,
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at one time, control over a significant part of the
Mediterranean, the Etruscans laid the foundation of the
city of Rome. They had their own language, which has
never been totally decoded, and their art influenced such
artists as Michelangelo. While the Etruscans were
eventually conquered by the Romans, they left a rich
culture behind. The Historical Dictionary of the Etruscans
relates the history of this culture, focusing on aspects of
their material culture and art history. A chronology,
introductory essay, bibliography, appendix of museums
and research institutes, and hundreds of crossreferenced dictionary entries on important persons,
places, events, and institutions provide an entry into a
comparative study of the Etruscans.
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