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A.D. 655. This year Penda was slain at Wingfield,
and thirty royal personages with him, some of whom
were kings. One of them was Ethelhere, brother of
Anna, king of the East-Angles. The Mercians after
this became Christians. From the beginning of the
world had now elapsed five thousand eight hundred
and fifty winters, when Peada, the son of Penda,
assumed the government of the Mercians. In his
time came together himself and Oswy, brother of
King Oswald, and said, that they would rear a
minster to the glory of Christ, and the honour of St.
Peter. And they did so, and gave it the name of
Medhamsted; because there is a well there, called
Meadswell. And they began the groundwall, and
wrought thereon; after which they committed the
work to a monk, whose name was Saxulf. He was
very much the friend of God, and him also loved all
people. He was nobly born in the world, and rich: he
is now much richer with Christ. But King Peada
reigned no while; for he was betrayed by his own
queen, in Easter-tide. This year Ithamar, Bishop of
Rochester, consecrated Deus-dedit to Canterbury,
on the twenty-sixth day of March.
Gender in English changed dramatically from the
elaborate system found in Old English to the very
simple he/she/it-alternation in use from (late) Middle
English onwards. While either system is well
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described and understood, the change from one to
the other is anything but: more than 120 years of
research into the matter provided no prevailing
opinion – let alone a consensus – regarding how it
proceeded or why it occurred. The present study is
the first to address this issue in the context of
language contact with Old Norse, assessing this
contact influence in relation to both language-formal
and semantico-cognitive factors. This empirical,
functional account uses rigorous, innovative
methodology, interdisciplinary evidence, and wellestablished models of synchronic variation in
diachronic application to draw a fine-grained picture
of the variation, change, and loss of gender from Old
to Middle English and its underlying mainsprings.
The resulting plausible and parsimonious
explanations will prove relevant to students and
scholars of historical linguistics, morpho-syntax,
language variation and change, or language contact,
to name but a few.
Facsimile edition of an important witness to the
impact of the Normans on the ecclesiastical culture
of England.
This book enables rapid access to the events recorded in any
one year in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle which was created in
the late ninth century. Multiple copies were made and sent to
monasteries in England where they were then independently
updated, amended and copied, at times resulting in
considerable variation in content. Today some nine
manuscripts survive in whole or in part to make up what is
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known as the “Anglo-Saxon Chronicle”. It covers the period
BC 60 to AD 1154 recording events, people and places, the
governance of England including taxation, foreign affairs,
natural events relating to famines, farming, climate, eclipses
of the sun and moon, and the arrival of comets. Some entries
include commentaries by the scribe. The author provides a
narrative in chronological order of the information provided by
the extant manuscripts using as his principal source “The
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle”, translated by G N Garmonsway. He
further develops and abridges the Garmonsway version to
produce one continuous text. Unique to Guy Points’
presentation is the device of using different print font types in
the text to identify each of the source manuscripts. The font
index is supplied at the foot of every single page of the
narrative. Thus, the year, content and origin can be instantly
correlated by eye. This eliminates time-consuming and
potentially confusing cross-referencing by paragraph, page
and year. Only new and additional information provided in the
different manuscripts is added. Where manuscripts disagree
over date attribution this is indicated. Some entries have
additional information inserted by the author to help identify
more precisely some of the individuals, events and
geographical locations named. Overall, the condensed
narrative and unique methodology of presentation make the
wealth of material in the several manuscripts more easily
accessible to everyone.
Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We have
not used OCR(Optical Character Recognition), as this leads
to bad quality books with introduced typos. (2) In books
where there are images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc
We have endeavoured to keep the quality of these images,
so they represent accurately the original artefact. Although
occasionally there may be certain imperfections with these
old texts, we feel they deserve to be made available for future
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generations to enjoy.
Excerpt from The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle Alfred collected
such scanty records together and added to them a history of
the century in which he lived. Egbert's wars were not yet
forgotten, and the deeds of his son and grandsons were still
nearer the king's own experience. The account of his own
wars down to the year 892 is probably from the pen of the
west-saxon monarch himself; no definite judgement can be
given, but the spirit and style of the narrative is wholly
Alfred's. We know from other sources that the king's mind
soared above the isolated life of his own island; he felt in all
its ful ness the great man's need of a less restricted atmo
sphere. To this unconscious instinct we may trace the
sending of alms to India and the frequent men tion of foreign
events in that portion of the Chronicle attributed to him. Note,
too, the curiosity which is shown about the three Irish exiles of
the year 891 Alfred was ever interested in tales of the outside
world; compare the account of the voyages of Ohthere and
Wulfstan which be inserted in his translation of Orosius'
History. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more
at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an
important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-theart technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the
original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the
aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such
as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our
edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of
imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are
intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.

This work has been selected by scholars as being
culturally important and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the
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public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body
of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that
this work is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to the
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this
work has been proofread and republished using a
format that seamlessly blends the original graphical
elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process,
and thank you for being an important part of keeping
this knowledge alive and relevant.
New evidence for the relationship between the
manuscripts of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle.
This work has been selected by scholars as being
culturally important, and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work was
reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you
will see the original copyright references, library
stamps (as most of these works have been housed
in our most important libraries around the world), and
other notations in the work. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly
other nations. Within the United States, you may
freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body
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of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact,
this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor
pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. We appreciate your support
of the preservation process, and thank you for being
an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant.
The vernacular Anglo-Saxon Chronicles cover the centuries
which saw the making of England and its conquest by
Scandinavians and Normans. After Alfred traces their
development from their genesis at the court of King Alfred to
the last surviving chronicle produced at the Fenland
monastery of Peterborough. These texts have long been part
of the English national story. Pauline Stafford considers the
impact of this on their study and editing since the sixteenth
century, addressing all surviving manuscript chronicles,
identifying key lost ones, and reconsidering these annalistic
texts in the light of wider European scholarship on medieval
historiography. The study stresses the plural 'chronicles',
whilst also identifying a tradition of writing vernacular history
which links them. It argues that that tradition was an
expression of the ideology of a southern elite engaged in the
conquest and assimilation of old kingdoms north of the
Thames, Trent, and Humber. Vernacular chronicling is seen,
not as propaganda, but as engaged history-writing closely
connected to the court, whose networks and personnel were
central to the production and continuation of these chronicles.
In particular, After Alfred connects many chronicles to bishops
and especially to the Archbishops of York and Canterbury.
The disappearance of the English-speaking elite after the
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Norman Conquest had profound impacts on these texts. It
repositioned their authors in relation to the court and royal
power, and ultimately resulted in the end of this tradition of
vernacular chronicling.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as
we know it. This work was reproduced from the original
artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible.
Therefore, you will see the original copyright references,
library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in
our most important libraries around the world), and other
notations in the work.This work is in the public domain in the
United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within
the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this
work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on
the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact,
this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor
pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur,
that this work is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and
thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.
This is a reproduction of the original book published in 1914.
Original author Giles, J. A. (John Allen), 1808-1884.The
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle is apparently the work of many
successive hands, and extends in different copies from the
time of Caesar's invasion to the middle of the twelfth century.
As it has been repeatedly printed, it may suffice here to
repeat, that, with the exception of the insertions placed within
brackets, the text to the year 975 is mostly taken from the
MS. designated by the letter A.; from that period to 1079 from
MSS. A. C. D. E. F. and G., and from thence to the
conclusion from MS. E. : and that such portions of the
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different MSS. us are concurrent with the text, but will not
conveniently admit of collation, are given separately in a
smaller type. These variations will sometimes convey the
same information two or three times over : but it has been
deemed advisable to retain all of them that the reader may
have a more ample means of judging of the authority of this
invaluable national record.

The first continuous national history of any western
people in their own language, The Anglo-Saxon
Chronicletraces the history of early England from the
migration of the Saxon war-lords, through Roman Britain,
the onslaught of the Vikings, the Norman Conquest and
on through the reign of Stephen (1135-54). The text
survives, in whole or in part, in eight separate
manuscripts, each reflecting the concerns of the regions
and institutions in which they were maintained. These
texts have a similar core, but each has considerable
local variations and its own intricate textual history.
Michael J. Swanton's translation of these histories is the
most complete and faithful reading ever published.
Extensive notes draw on the latest evidence of
paleographers, archaeologists and textual and social
historians to place these annals in the context of current
knowledge. Fully indexed and complemented by maps
and genealogical tables, this edition allows ready access
to one of the prime sources of English national culture.
The introduction provides all the information a first-time
reader could need, cutting an easy route through often
complicated matters. Also includes nine maps.
The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle is a collection of annals in
Old English chronicling the history of the Anglo-Saxons.
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The original manuscript of the Chronicle was created late
in the 9th century, probably in Wessex, during the reign
of Alfred the Great (r. 871-899). Multiple copies were
made of that one original and then distributed to
monasteries across England, where they were
independently updated. In one case, the Chronicle was
still being actively updated in 1154. Sixty winters ere that
Christ was born, Caius Julius, emperor of the Romans,
with eighty ships sought Britain. There he was first
beaten in a dreadful fight, and lost a great part of his
army. Then he let his army abide with the Scots, and
went south into Gaul. There he gathered six hundred
ships, with which he went back into Britain. When they
first rushed together, Caesar's tribune, whose name was
Labienus, was slain. Then took the Welsh sharp piles,
and drove them with great clubs into the water, at a
certain ford of the river called Thames. When the
Romans found that, they would not go over the ford.
Then fled the Britons to the fastnesses of the woods; and
Caesar, having after much fighting gained many of the
chief towns, went back into Gaul.
In Families of the King, Alice Sheppard explicitly
addresses the larger interpretive question of how the
manuscripts function as history.
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