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Current and relevant to today's students, SOCIOLOGY IN OUR TIMES: THE ESSENTIALS, 10th Edition presents the latest
available data and new insights on behaviors, issues, and trends in our nation and world from a sociological perspective. The new
edition of this bestselling text emphasizes the theme of social change and the ways in which media-particularly social media-and
other forms of technology inevitably bring about new ways of living, interacting with others, or doing certain activities or task. New
sections on social change have been added throughout the book, and the theme also appears in the “Sociology Works!” and
“Media” features. “Sociology and Social Policy” boxes return to this edition, examining issues such as gun control, prevention of
military suicides, and whether employers should be allowed to “spy” on their employees. First-person accounts of individuals' lived
experiences draw students into the chapter content by illuminating topics that reflect the text's primary themes of diversity, the
application of sociology to everyday life, global comparisons, media, and social change. New timely topics include environmental
activism, immigration, bullying and social media, and same-sex marriage. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the
product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
1341.49
The purpose of this book is to explore new developments in the field of economic sociology. It contains cutting-edge theoretical
discussions by some of the world's leading economic sociologists, with chapters on topics such as the economic convention,
relational sociology, economic identity, economy and law, economic networks and institutions. The book is distinctive in a number
of ways. First, it focuses on theoretical contributions, by pulling together and extending what the contributors believe to be the
most important theoretical innovations within their own particular areas of the field. Second, there are contributions by leading
economic sociologists from both the US and Europe, which gives the book both wider scope and appeal, while also creating the
opportunity for some interesting dialogue between distinct theoretical traditions. The book will be of interest to researchers, Ph.D.
students, and advanced students on both side of the Atlantic, and indispensible in advanced economic sociology courses.
The global financial crisis has demonstrated the impact and implications of late capitalism and its bedfellow, globalisation. In the
European context, crisis is seen as a threat to the stability of the region, rather than a local or national concern. Post-2008, crisis is
social and political, rather than merely financial, as Western countries witness the consequences of consumption, growth and
profit. In this book, Tsilimpounidi demonstrates how sociologists must develop new approaches to examining rapid shifts in the
social landscape, since crisis is not merely reflected in balance sheets, but is mediated through spectacular imagery of loss,
deprivation and increased vectors of marginalisation. Providing focused and valuable insight into the pressing problems of those
living in Greece in relation to the wider spheres of the nation and at the level of the European Union, Sociology of Crisis takes an
approach that is firmly located within a critical sociological appeal to reflexivity. A timely engagement with the problem of crisis at a
macro-level and in dialogue with the everyday experiences of crisis on a micro-level, this interdisciplinary title will appeal to both
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undergraduate and postgraduate students interested in sociology, social policy, geography, urban studies and research methods
(social science).
Battered and bruised by injuries (often self-inflicted) sustained in the first half of the twentieth century since 1950 sociology in
Australia has fought its way back into the academic mainstream. This has not been easy; its fortunes seem forever mixed – good
in some places and dismal in others. But it has proved itself resilient, it is a survivor.
This provocative volume is comprised of psychological, socioeconomic, and cultural perspectives on couple dynamics, particularly
gender dynamics, and the future of marriage. Featuring data on married, cohabitating, male/female, and same-sex couples, the
authors of the book's chapters analyze the changing impacts of work, parenting, and the health benefits of marriage for men and
women. Trajectories in the evolution toward gender equality provide the backdrop for discussions of women and men as partners,
parents, and workers in contemporary society. Contributors also keep a sharp focus on the complexities of gender issues as they
intersect with crucial contexts of cohort, class, race/ethnicity, and sexual orientation. Among the topics covered: Gender equality
and economic inequality: impacts on marriage. Expansionist theory expanded: integrating sociological and psychological
perspectives on gender, work, and family change. Gender, work, and family: action in the interactions. Changes in U.S. mothers'
and fathers' time use: causes and consequences. A case for gay fathers. Gender, marriage, and health for same-sex and differentsex couples Gender and Couple Relationships documents social roles and social change with fascinating insight to advance
research in fields of psychology, sociology, demography and economics and to the benefit of work organizations, policy makers,
family and couple therapists and other mental health professionals.
Zygmunt Bauman’s ’liquid sociology’ confronts the awesome task of reminding individual men and women that an alternative
way of living together is within our eminent capabilities, if only we start to think differently about our world. The metaphor of
’liquidity’, which has become such a prominent feature of his writings since 2000, provides us with just such a new interpretation,
with a novel ’way of seeing’. Each chapter in this unique collection takes seriously Bauman’s analysis of modernity as ’liquid’,
throwing new light upon global social problems, as well as opening up a space for assessing the nature of Bauman’s contribution
to sociology, and for understanding what may be gained and lost by embracing an artistic sensibility within the social sciences.
With contributions from internationally renowned scholars, this book will appeal to all those interested in Bauman’s work,
especially within sociology, social, political and cultural theory, and to anyone curious about the value of metaphor in interpreting
the social world.
Packed with current examples you can easily relate to, Tischler’s INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY, 11E delivers
comprehensive, up-to-date coverage in a succinct and affordable format. The author begins by equipping you with tools for
success, including tips for how to read, study, and take tests more effectively. A built-in study guide and practice tests ensure
thorough understanding. The text threads two basic ideas throughout: sociology is a rigorous, scientific discipline, and basic
knowledge of sociology is essential for understanding social interaction in many work and social settings. With its streamlined 16
Page 2/10

File Type PDF Sociology Past Papers 2012 For A Levels
chapters, INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY, 11E delivers cutting-edge coverage that is concise yet thorough--and makes
sociology completely accessible. Available with InfoTrac Student Collections http://gocengage.com/infotrac. Important Notice:
Media content referenced within the product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
For many years, the history of British Sociology has been a neglected area of study among sociologists. In more recent times,
there are signs of a growing curiosity among British sociologists about their subject’s origins and development. This collection sets
out both to encourage and satisfy that curiosity while recognising the value of history as a teaching tool that can be used to inspire
young sociology students and furnish them with a deeper understanding of the development of British sociology. The volume
contains essays by distinguished sociologists and historians who discuss British sociology’s controversial origins, the neglected
legacies of several individuals and institutions, the history of how the discipline was taught in the UK throughout the twentieth
century, and its peculiar relationships with statistics and the humanities. The History of Sociology in Britain reveals the distinct
character of British sociology through the course of its historical evolution. It is an original contribution and valuable addition to the
field which intersects with historiography, epistemology and literature.
Invitation to the Sociology of International LawOxford University Press
The challenges of teaching a successful introductory sociology course today demand materials from a publisher very different from
the norm. Texts that are organized the way the discipline structures itself intellectually no longer connect with the majority of
student learners. This is not an issue of pandering to students or otherwise seeking the lowest common denominator. On the
contrary, it is a question of again making the practice of sociological thinking meaningful, rigorous, and relevant to today’s world of
undergraduates. This comparatively concise, highly visual, and affordable book offers a refreshingly new way forward to reach
students, using one of the most powerful tools in a sociologist’s teaching arsenal—the familiar stuff in students’ everyday lives
throughout the world: the jeans they wear to class, the coffee they drink each morning, or the phones their professors tell them to
put away during lectures. A focus on consumer culture, seeing the strange in the familiar, is not only interesting for students; it is
also (the authors suggest) pedagogically superior to more traditional approaches. By engaging students through their stuff, this
book moves beyond teaching about sociology to helping instructors teach the practice of sociological thinking. It moves beyond
describing what sociology is, so that students can practice what sociological thinking can do. This pedagogy also posits a
relationship between teacher and learner that is bi-directional. Many students feel a sense of authority in various areas of
consumer culture, and they often enjoy sharing their knowledge with fellow students and with their instructor. Opening up the
sociology classroom to discussion of these topics validates students’ expertise on their own life-worlds. Teachers, in turn, gain
insight from the goods, services, and cultural expectations that shape students’ lives. While innovative, the book has been
carefully crafted to make it as useful and flexible as possible for instructors aiming to build core sociological foundations in a single
semester. A map on pages ii–iii identifies core sociological concepts covered so that a traditional syllabus as well as individual
lectures can easily be maintained. Theory, method, and active learning exercises in every chapter constantly encourage the
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sociological imagination as well as the "doing" of sociology.
This new edition of the volume is presented on the wave of the success which had its first edition (2003). It is entirely updated to
the current situation of the disciplines covered, and expanded with particular regard to the new missions, that have become the
main challenge for the armed forces in these first decades of the new millennium, with new insights to technological development
toward so-called cyborg warriors, new forms of leadership and changes in soldier's identity and organisational culture. It is
compiled of documents coming from various researchers at universities around the world as well as military officers devoted to the
sector of study. Covered in this volume is a historical excursus of studies prior to contemporary research, interpretive models and
theoretical approaches developed specifically for this topic, civic-military relations including issues surrounding democratic control
of the armed forces, military culture, professional training, conditions and problems of minorities in the armed forces, an
examination of the structural change within the military over the years including new duties and functions following the Cold War.
SOCIOLOGY: THE ESSENTIALS, Ninth Edition, uses the theme of debunking myths to look behind the facades of everyday life,
challenge common assumptions, and help students develop critical thinking skills as well as better understand how society is
constructed and sustained. This thorough yet streamlined text employs a reader-friendly presentation and manageable structure,
while maintaining a strong focus on sociology concepts, methods, and research. Updated throughout with coverage of the latest
findings, trends, and themes, the text provides exceptional coverage of diversity, including social factors such as age, religion,
sexual orientation, and region of residence in addition to race, ethnicity, class, and gender. Important Notice: Media content
referenced within the product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
New Directions in the Sociology of Human Rights is a contribution to both sociology and to human rights research, particularly
where these are directed towards challenging power relations and inequalities in contemporary societies. It expands and develops
the sociology of human rights as a sub-field of sociology and interdisciplinary human rights scholarship. The volume suggests new
directions for the use of social and sociological theories in the analysis of issues such as torture and genocide and addresses a
number of themes which have not previously been a sustained focus in the sociology of human rights literature. These range from
climate change and the human rights of soldiers, to corporate social responsibility and children’s rights in relation to residential
care. The collection is thus multi-dimensional, examining a range of specific empirical contexts, and also considering relationships
between sociological analysis and human rights scholarship and activism. Hence in a variety of ways it points the way for future
analyses, and also for human rights activism and practices. It is intended to widen our field of vision in the sociology of human
rights, and to spark both new ideas and new forms of political engagement. This book was published as a special issue of The
International Journal of Human Rights.
We now live in a digital society. New digital technologies have had a profound influence on everyday life, social relations,
government, commerce, the economy and the production and dissemination of knowledge. People’s movements in space, their
purchasing habits and their online communication with others are now monitored in detail by digital technologies. We are
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increasingly becoming digital data subjects, whether we like it or not, and whether we choose this or not. The sub-discipline of
digital sociology provides a means by which the impact, development and use of these technologies and their incorporation into
social worlds, social institutions and concepts of selfhood and embodiment may be investigated, analysed and understood. This
book introduces a range of interesting social, cultural and political dimensions of digital society and discusses some of the
important debates occurring in research and scholarship on these aspects. It covers the new knowledge economy and big data,
reconceptualising research in the digital era, the digitisation of higher education, the diversity of digital use, digital politics and
citizen digital engagement, the politics of surveillance, privacy issues, the contribution of digital devices to embodiment and
concepts of selfhood and many other topics. Digital Sociology is essential reading not only for students and academics in
sociology, anthropology, media and communication, digital cultures, digital humanities, internet studies, science and technology
studies, cultural geography and social computing, but for other readers interested in the social impact of digital technologies.
Offering a panoramic view of the broad field of International Relations by integrating three distinct but interrelated foci. This
handbook is a timely and innovative reference text for academics, researchers and practitioners in the world of International
Relations.
This book presents a comprehensive discussion of classical ideas, core topics, currents and detailed theoretical underpinnings in
medical sociology. It is a globally renowned source and reference for those interested in social dimensions of health and illness.
The presentation is enriched with explanatory and illustrative styles. The design and illustration of details will shift the minds of the
readers from mere classroom discourse to societal context (the space of health issues), to consider the implications of those ideas
in a way that could guide health interventions. The elemental strengths are the sociological illustrations from African context,
rooted in deep cultural interpretations necessitated because Africa bears a greater brunt of health problems. More so, the classical
and current epistemological and theoretical discourse presented in this book are indicative of core themes in medical sociology in
particular, but cut across a multidisciplinary realm including health social sciences (e.g., medical anthropology, health psychology,
medical demography, medical geography and health economics) and health studies (medicine, public health, epidemiology,
bioethics and medical humanities) in general. Therefore, apart from the book’s relevance as a teaching text of medical sociology
for academics, it is also meant for students at various levels and all health professionals who require a deeper understanding of
social dimensions of health and illness (with illustrations from the African context) and sociological contributions to health studies
in general.
Political Sociology of India, is a selection of essays on polity and society which represents outstanding contributions of three
generations of eminent scholars about political sociology of India. The selected authors also include some of the leading lights of
the Indian Sociological Society. The papers selected for the volume provide a holistic view of the major concerns and perspectives
of eminent post-colonial sociologists as well as the range of diversities in conceptualizing and analyzing the complexities of Indian
social formation.
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A festschrift honoring the work of Edward A. Tiryakian, consisting of a large number of essays.
In 2004, Michael Burawoy challenged sociologists to move beyond the ivory tower and into the realm of activism, to engage in
public discourses about what society could or should be. His call to arms sparked debate among sociologists. Which side would
sociologists take? Would "public sociology" speak for all sociologists? In this volume, leading Canadian experts continue the
debate by discussing their discipline's mission and practice and the role that ethics plays in research, theory, and teaching. In
doing so, they offer insights as to where their discipline is heading and why it matters to people inside and outside the university.
The sociology of sport is a core discipline within the academic study of sport. It helps us to understand what sport is and why it
matters. Sociological knowledge, implicit or explicit, therefore underpins scholarly enquiry into sport in every aspect. The
Routledge Handbook of the Sociology of Sport is a landmark publication that brings together the most important themes, theories
and issues within the sociology of sport, tracing the contours of the discipline and surveying the state-of-the-art. Part One explores
the main theories and analytical approaches that define contemporary sport sociology and introduces the most important
methodological issues confronting researchers working in the social scientific study of sport. Part Two examines the connections
and divisions between sociology and cognate disciplines within sport studies, including history, anthropology, economics, leisure
and tourism studies, philosophy, politics and psychology. Part Three investigates how the most important social divisions within
sport, and in wider society, are addressed in sport sociology, including ‘race‘, gender, class, sexuality and disability. Part Four
explores a wide range of pressing contemporary issues associated with sport, including sport and the body, social problems
associated with sport, sport places and settings, and the global aspects of sport. Written by a team of leading international sport
scholars, including many of the most well-known, respected and innovative thinkers working in the discipline, the Routledge
Handbook of the Sociology of Sport is an essential reference for any student, researcher or professional with an interest in sport.
Atheism is increasing, but as a phenomenon continues to be at the fringe of current research. Atheist groups and ideologies
represent a wide range of attitudes, behaviour and ways of acting towards religion. The lack of a clear definition of what being
atheist (or an unbeliever) means today invites us to study the issue in greater depth. This volume represents a first attempt at
understanding and scrutinizing atheism, offering both a global perspective as well as specific case studies.
At the beginning of the twentieth century, Britain stood at the forefront of science and statistics and had a long and respected
tradition of social investigation and reform. But it still did not yet have a ‘science of society.’ When, in the early 1900s, a small
band of enthusiasts got together to address this situation, the scene was set for a grand synthesis. No such synthesis ever took
place and, instead, British sociology has followed a resolutely non-statistical path. Sociology and Statistics in Britain, 1833-1979
investigates how this curious situation came about and attempts to explain it from an historical perspective. It uncovers the
prevalence of a deep and instinctive distrust within British sociology of the statistical methodology and mindset, resulting in a mix
of quiet indifference and active hostility, which has persisted from its beginnings right up to the present day. While British sociology
has thrived institutionally since the post-war expansion of higher education, this book asks whether or not it is poorer for having
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failed to recognise that statistics provides the foundations for the scientific study of society and for having missed opportunities to
build upon those foundations. Ultimately, this important, revealing and timely book is about British sociology’s refusal to come to
grips with a modern scientific way of thinking which no discipline that aspires to an effective study of society can afford to ignore.
In this second edition of The Sociology of Food and Agriculture, students are provided with a substantially revised and updated
introductory text to this emergent field. The book begins with the recent development of agriculture under capitalism and neoliberal regimes, and the transformation of farming and peasant agriculture from a small-scale, family-run way of life to a globalized
system. Topics such as the global hunger and obesity challenges, GM foods, and international trade and subsidies are assessed
as part of the world food economy. The final section concentrates on themes of sustainability, food security, and food sovereignty.
The book concludes on a positive note, examining alternative agri-food movements aimed at changing foodscapes at levels from
the local to the global. With increased coverage of the financialization of food, food and culture, gender, ethnicity and justice, food
security, and food sovereignty, the book is perfect for students with little or no background in sociology and is also suitable for
more advanced courses as a comprehensive primer. All chapters include learning objectives, suggested discussion questions, and
recommendations for further reading to aid student learning.
Cultural sociology - or the sociology of culture - has grown from a minority interest in the 1970s to become one of the largest and most vibrant
areas within sociology globally. In The SAGE Handbook of Cultural Sociology, a global range of experts explore the theory, methodology and
innovations that make up this ever-expanding field. The Handbook's 40 original chapters have been organised into five thematic sections:
Theoretical Paradigms Major Methodological Perspectives Domains of Inquiry Cultural Sociology in Contexts Cultural Sociology and Other
Analytical Approaches Both comprehensive and current, The SAGE Handbook of Cultural Sociology will be an essential reference tool for
both advanced students and scholars across sociology, cultural studies and media studies.
The Routledge Reader on the Sociology of Music offers the first collection of source readings and new essays on the latest thinking in the
sociology of music. Interest in music sociology has increased dramatically over the past decade, yet there is no anthology of essential and
introductory readings. The volume includes a comprehensive survey of the field’s history, current state and future research directions. It
offers six source readings, thirteen popular contemporary essays, and sixteen fresh, new contributions, along with an extended Introduction
by the editors. The Routledge Reader on the Sociology of Music represents a broad reference work that will be a resource for the current
generation of sociologically inclined musicologists and musically inclined sociologists, whether researchers, teachers or students.
Leading sociologists outline the historical development of the discipline in Britain and document its continuing influence in this essential and
comprehensive reference work. Spanning the Scottish enlightenment of the 18th century to the present day this Handbook maps the
discipline and the British contribution.
This book represents the first comprehensive historical treatment of sociology in Russia from the mid-nineteenth century through the prerevolutionary and Soviet eras to the present day. It sheds new light on the dramatic history of sociology in the Russian context; dramatic both
in its relationship with state power, and in the large-scale societal transformations it has had to grapple with. The authors highlight several
particularities including the late institutionalization of sociology in the Soviet period, the breaks in continuity between its main historical periods
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and the relationship between sociology and power throughout its history. This valuable work will appeal to social science and history scholars,
as well as readers interested in the history of contemporary Russia.
Join the conversation with one of sociology’s best-known thinkers. It’s the 21st century and the world is changing. Today’s students have
instant access to anyone, anything, anywhere, anytime. They want to be enlightened, entertained, and informed on their terms. They want to
be shown the relevance of the introductory sociology course to their lives. Who better than George Ritzer, one of sociology’s best-known
thinkers, to do just that? While providing a rock-solid foundation of sociology, Ritzer illuminates traditional sociological concepts and theories,
as well as some of today’s most compelling social phenomena: globalization, consumer culture, and the internet. As technology flattens the
globe, students are challenged to apply a sociological perspective to their world. Ritzer brings students into the conversation by bridging the
divide between the outside world and the classroom.
International legal rules are profoundly embedded in diverse social factors and processes. International law thus often reflects and affects
societal factors nationally and internationally. This book exposes some central tenets of the sociological perspective and presents a
sociological analysis of significant topics in current international law.
This best-selling comprehensive book conveys the relevance of sociology by presenting a timely collection of theories, research, and
examples -- including its signature first-person accounts that open many chapters. These lived experiences are relevant to students and
introduce themes that provide a framework for learning the chapter material. Kendall's vivid and inviting writing style, emphasis on
applications, and eye for compelling current examples further highlight sociology's relevance to all students. Now in its eleventh edition,
SOCIOLOGY IN OUR TIMES is acclaimed for being the first textbook to integrate race, class, and gender issues, and for its thorough
presentation of sociological theory, including contemporary perspectives such as feminism and postmodernism. This edition focuses more on
social/global change and on the contemporary world, presenting such current debates as bullying and social media abuse, digital-age
methods to increase school attendance, food trucks and the spread of culture, modern slavery, and weight bias. Important Notice: Media
content referenced within the product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
The Ashgate Research Companion to Black Sociology provides the most up to date exploration and analysis of research focused on Blacks
in America. Beginning with an examination of the project of Black Sociology, it offers studies of recent events, including the ‘Stand Your
Ground’ killing of Trayvon Martin, the impact of Hurricane Katrina on emerging adults, and efforts to change voting requirements that
overwhelmingly affect Blacks, whilst engaging with questions of sexuality and family life, incarceration, health, educational outcomes and
racial wage disparities. Inspired by W.E.B. Du Bois’s charge of engaging in objective research that has a positive impact on society, and
organised around the themes of Social Inequities, Blacks and Education, Blacks and Health and Future Directions, this timely volume brings
together the latest interdisciplinary research to offer a broad overview of the issues currently faced by Blacks in United States. A timely,
significant research guide that informs readers on the social, economic and physical condition of Blacks in America, and proposes directions
for important future research. The Ashgate Research Companion will appeal to policy makers and scholars of Africana Studies, Sociology,
Cultural Studies, Anthropology and Politics, with interests in questions of race and ethnicity, gender and sexuality, social inequalities, health
and education.
Learn Sociology creates a new paradigm for student-centered learning in introductory sociology courses. Written with 21st century students in
mind, this text presents introductory sociology content in a highly interactive format that is both easy to use and highly compatible with digital
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applications. Drawing on best practices in educational pedagogy, Learn Sociology emphasizes “immersive learning,” an approach that pairs
critical analysis of sociological concepts with examples from everyday life to engage students actively with the material. Weaved through the
text are recurring themes that put sociology into context, such as social structure, social control, social inequality, the social construction of
reality, scientific knowledge, and social change. Learn Sociology optimizes learning through enhanced coverage, study, testing, and review
while emphasizing the “applying” that reinforces comprehension. Based on a modular concept format, each chapter in Learn Sociology
addresses a major concept in the introductory sociology curriculum. Associated with each module are key learning objectives, preview
statements, illustrations, and a concept learning check assessment. With Learn Sociology, students have access to immediate computerbased feedback on essay questions that helps them practice writing and revising, reason critically, and grapple with real-world issues. All
content in Learn Sociology is highly visual, current, and easy to understand while avoiding distracting and off-topic material. Visual overviews
play to dynamic learning and underscore important points. The result is an introductory sociology curriculum that is engaging, consistent, and
complete while providing students with a roadmap for learning, reviewing and self-assessment.
Written by an international team of experts, this comprehensive volume investigates modern-day family relationships, partnering, and
parenting set against a backdrop of rapid social, economic, cultural, and technological change. Covers a broad range of topics, including
social inequality, parenting practices, children’s work, changing patterns of citizenship, multi-cultural families, and changes in welfare state
protection for families Includes many European, North American and Asian examples written by a team of experts from across five continents
Features coverage of previously neglected groups, including immigrant and transnational families as well as families of gays and lesbians
Demonstrates how studying social change in families is fundamental for understanding the transformations in individual and social life across
the globe Extensively reworked from the original Companion published over a decade ago: three-quarters of the material is completely new,
and the remainder has been comprehensively updated
Postcolonial theory has enjoyed wide influence in the humanities but for social science, and in particular sociology, its implications remain
elusive. This special volume brings together leading sociologists to explore the concept of "postcolonial sociology," with brand new
postcolonial readings of canonical thinkers like Karl Marx, Max Weber, Emile Durkheim and Robert Park. Chapters consider whether or not
postcolonial theory is compatible with sociology; explore the relationship between knowledge and colonial power; and offer critical
perspectives on the sociology of race and the implications of postcolonial theory for global sociology. They also unravel the complex
entanglements of sociology, area studies, and postcolonial studies; give creative deployments of postcolonial concepts such as hybridity; and
critical excavations of sociological thought in India and Mexico. In so doing this volume is among the first to craft newsociologies informed by
postcolonial criticism.
This book provides an alternative approach to regionalism in neglected parts of the world. Taking stock of several decades of
conceptualization, the author provides a political sociology approach of regionalisms fed by recent contributions from the sociology of
international relations and public policy analysis. It uses a methodological rather than theoretical framework to bring a new perspective on an
emerging field of comparative regionalism. The relational dimensions, the social contexts and characteristics of actors and their practices are
key to shed a new light on what is considered in this book as a ‘social international phenomenon’.
James Henslin has always been able to share the excitement of sociology, with his acclaimed "down-to-earth" approach and personal writing
style that highlight the sociology of everyday life and its relevance to students' lives. Adapted for students studying within Australia, this text,
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now in a second edition, has been made even more relevant and engaging to students. With wit, personal reflection, and illuminating
examples, the local author team share their passion for sociology, promote sociology to students and entice them to delve deeper into this
exciting science. Six central themes run throughout this text: down-to-earth sociology, globalisation, cultural diversity, critical thinking, the new
technology, and the growing influence of the mass media on our lives. These themes are especially useful for introducing the controversial
topics that make studying sociology such a lively, exciting activity.
This is the first handbook to cover the sociological approaches to higher education. It is timely because of global expansions of mass higher
educational systems, especially as these systems come under scrutiny by a variety of stakeholders. Questions are being raised about the
value of traditional pedagogies along with calls for efficiency, accountability and cost-reduction, but above all job training. Within this
neoliberal context, each chapter examines different sociological aspects of, and debates about, educational institutions as status-conferring
organizations, with myriad positional characteristics, experiences, and outcomes. Many current debates concern the legitimacy of the
statuses conferred, including the continuing debate regarding the role of universities in legitimating social class reproduction as well as more
recent concerns about standards in mass systems. This handbook puts these issues and debates in focus in ways that will be of interest to a
variety of stakeholders, within academia as well as in policy circles.
Sociology in Today's World explores why sociology is important and relevant to everyday life. It teaches students how to think sociologically,
not just what to think, and shows how sociology can help us make sense of our lives. It comprehensively covers key aspects and current
issues in Australian and New Zealand society, whilst emphasising the importance of diversity and a global perspective.
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