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With its apparently complete town plan, revealed by the Society of Antiquaries of London’s great excavation project,
1890-1909, Silchester is one of the best known towns in Roman Britain and the Roman world more widely. Since the
1970s excavations by the author and the University of Reading on several sites including the amphitheater, the defenses,
the forum basilica, the public baths, a temple, and an extensive area of an entire insula, as well as surveys of the suburbs
and immediate hinterland, have radically increased our knowledge of the town and its development over time from its
origins to its abandonment. This research has discovered the late Iron Age oppidum and allowed us to characterize the
nature of the settlement with its strong Gallic connections and widespread political and trading links across southern
Britain, to Gaul and to southern Europe and the Mediterranean. Following a review of the evidence for the impact of the
Roman conquest of A.D. 43/44, the settlement’s transformation into a planned Roman city is traced, and its association
with the Emperor Nero is explored. With the re-building in masonry of the great forum basilica in the early second
century, the city reached the peak of its physical development. Defense building, first in earthwork, then in stone in the
later third century are major landmarks of the third century, but the town can be shown to have continued to flourish,
certainly up to the early fifth century and the end of the Roman administration of Britain. The enigma of the Silchester
ogham stone is explored and the story of the town and its transformation to village is taken up to the fourteenth century.
Modern archaeological methods have allowed us to explore a number of themes demonstrating change over time,
notably the built and natural environments of the town, the diet, dress, health, leisure activities, living conditions,
occupations, and ritual behavior of the inhabitants, and the role of the town as communications center, economic hub and
administrative center of the tribal ‘county’ of the Atrebates.
.
This volume focuses upon the people of rural Roman Britain - how they looked, lived, interacted with the material and
spiritual worlds surrounding them, and also how they died, and what their physical remains can tell us. Analyses indicate
a geographically and socially diverse society, influenced by pre-existing cultural traditions and varying degrees of social
connectivity. Incorporation into the Roman empire certainly brought with it a great deal of social change, though contrary
to many previous accounts depicting bucolic scenes of villa-life, it would appear that this change was largely to the
detriment of many of those living in the countryside.
This volume draws together for the first time all the fieldwork known to have taken place from the earliest located
trenches in the 1720s up until the modern campaigns of Fulford. It integrates this work with a new geophysical survey of
217ha to provide a new overarching narrative for the town. The volume starts with a historiography of work on the city
from earliest antiquarian investigations. This sense of changing interpretations of the site permeates all the later
discussion, showing how new discoveries have transformed understandings. The core of the volume contains the
empirical data, mapping the past excavations alongside evidence from aerial photography, fieldwalking, LiDAR and
geophysics. The final sections provide essays in interpretation, with thematic reviews of: the defences; the development
of the oppidum; the military connection; the mortuary landscape; trade and industry; and pubic entertainment. Finally a
narrative overview examines how the town s remains have been interpreted within an historical setting."
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This second volume presenting the research carried out through the Exeter: A Place in Time project presents a series of specialist
contributions that underpin the general overview published in the first volume. Chapter 2 provides summaries of the excavations carried out
within the city of Exeter between 1812 and 2019, while Chapter 3 draws together the evidence for the plan of the legionary fortress and the
streets and buildings of the Roman town. Chapter 4 presents the medieval documentary evidence relating to the excavations at three sites in
central Exeter (High Street, Trichay Street and Goldsmith Street), with the excavation reports being in Chapter 5-7. Chapter 8 reports on the
excavations and documentary research at Rack Street in the south-east quarter of the city. There follows a series of papers covering recent
research into the archaeometallurgical debris, dendrochronology, Roman pottery, Roman ceramic building material, Roman querns and
millstones, Claudian coins, an overview of the Roman coins from Exeter and Devon, medieval pottery, and the human remains found in a
series of medieval cemeteries.
A multidisciplinary index covering the journal literature of the arts and humanities. It fully covers 1,144 of the world's leading arts and
humanities journals, and it indexes individually selected, relevant items from over 6,800 major science and social science journals.
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This authoritative and original work sets the results of recent archaeological research in the context of classical scholarship, as it explores
three main aspects of Romano-British buildings: * general characteristics of form and structure * the ways in which they were built and
decorated * the range of activities for which they were designed. This evidence is then used to discuss the social practices and domestic
arrangements that characterised Romano-British elite society. Fully illustrated, this volume is the essential guide to how houses were built,
used and understood in Roman Britain.
A fully revised edition of an accessible and authoritative account of Roman Britain. Presented in a logical, clearly written and readable style it
is the ideal introduction for the newcomer to the subject and a valuable sourcebook for the specialist. John Wacher is Emeritus Professor of
Archaeology at the University of Leicester and author of many works on Roman Britain including the highly regarded Towns of Roman Britain.
This fascinating portrait of the Society of Antiquaries of London, founded in 1707, assesses the impact that individual Fellows and the Society
as a whole have had in influencing the way we visualise and understand the past. There are, for example, essays on the Society's pioneering
role in recording monuments and antiquities for posterity, in establishing the scientific and empirical basis of archaeological studies, in
replacing Biblically based timeframes with a clearer understanding of deep time measured in millions of years, in drawing up the first
legislation protecting ancient monuments, and in funding and publishing the great excavations of the last one hundred years, from
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Stonehenge, Maiden Castle, Richborough and Sutton Hoo to Aksum (Ethiopia) and Mons Porphyrites (Egypt). All the papers represent fresh
and original scholarship and they tell us much about the Society's achievements (and some of the accompanying conflicts between
personalities and ideas) over three hundred years. They are based on diaries, letters, minute books and confidential government papers and
on portraits that chart the changing image of the antiquary from a figure of fun to heroic seeker of forgotten people and civilizations. Visions of
Antiquity reveals astonishing echoes across time - from the repeated and continuing attempts to record all ancient buildings and monuments
to the continuity of the title 'antiquary' to describe scholars who build bridges between different branches of knowledge based on the study of
material remains of the past and of a Fellowship whose numbers have included prime ministers, bishops, peers and parliamentarians, as well
as radicals and free thinkers, such as William Morris and many of the founders of modern conservation.

In this book, Adam Rogers examines the late Roman phases of towns in Britain. Critically analysing the archaeological notion of
decline, he focuses on public buildings, which played an important role, administrative and symbolic, within urban complexes.
Arguing against the interpretation that many of these monumental civic buildings were in decline or abandoned in the later Roman
period, he demonstrates that they remained purposeful spaces and important centres of urban life. Through a detailed assessment
of the archaeology of late Roman towns, this book argues that the archaeological framework of decline does not permit an
adequate and comprehensive understanding of the towns during this period. Moving beyond the idea of decline, this book
emphasises a longer-term perspective for understanding the importance of towns in the later Roman period.
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