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Scottish History Without The Boring Bits A Chronicle Of
The Curious The Eccentric The Atrocious And The
Unlikely
At the turn of the fourteenth century in Scotland, young Archie Forbes becomes involved with
both William Wallace and Robert the Bruce in the struggle for Scottish independence from
English rule.
A factually accurate and fabulously funny look at the history of Britain from the dawn of
civilization to the end of the Second World War. You’ve never had a history lesson like it!
As an antidote to more sober accounts of Scotland's history, Ian Crofon offers a colourful
chronology of the eccentric, the infamous, the bawdy, the horrific and the hilarious people and
events that have spattered across the pages of our nation's story. From the Royal High School
riot to Marocco the Wonder Horse, from the War of the One-Eyed Woman to the MP cleared of
stealing his ex-mistress's knickers, Scottish History Without the Boring Bits includes a host of
little-known tales that you won't find in more conventional works of history. Ian Crofton's
alternative history of Scotland looks at the country's seedy underbelly with a quizzical eye.
"From Bannockburn and Robert the Bruce to the union of the crowns and Mary, Queen of
Scots; from the Reformation and John Knox, to the Enlightenment and the Highland
Clearances, and right up to devolution, Scotland is the definitive history of a country that has
experienced centuries of dramatic change. Michael Lynch, named as 'one of the most
influential historians in Scotland of the last thirty years', has penned an extraordinary onevolume history of the country that spans twenty centuries, from the Picts to the present day.
Thrilling, comprehensive, provocative and timely, Scotland is a monumental work of
scholarship." -THE SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER With a foreword by Diana Gabaldon. Two men. One
country. And a lot of whisky. As stars of Outlander, Sam and Graham eat, sleep and breathe
the Highlands on this epic road trip around their homeland. They discover that the real thing is
even greater than fiction. Clanlands is the story of their journey. Armed with their trusty
campervan and a sturdy friendship, these two Scotsmen are on the adventure of a lifetime to
explore the majesty of Scotland. A wild ride by boat, kayak, bicycle and motorbike, they travel
from coast to loch and peak to valley and delve into Scotland's history and culture, from
timeless poetry to bloody warfare. With near-death experiences, many weeks in a confined
space together, and a cast of unforgettable characters, Graham and Sam's friendship matures
like a fine Scotch. They reflect on their acting careers in film and theatre, find a new awestruck
respect for their native country and, as with any good road trip, they even find themselves.
Hold onto your kilts... this is Scotland as you've never seen it before.
At last - here is a single volume authoritative history of Scottish architecture. This compact yet
comprehensive account combines factual description of the vast and fertile range of visual
forms and key architects in each period with a wide-ranging analysis of their social, ideological
and historical context. As Scotland has often been closely involved with new trends in western
architecture, this book highlights the interaction of Scottish developments with broader
European and international movements. From the beginnings of the Renaissance in the 15th
century right up to the 1990s ,this much-needed survey covers the entire post-medieval story
in one volume.
'We may be about to see a new country - indeed, two new countries, - emerging on these
islands. Half a lifetime ago, I sat down to write this book as a work of history. As it's aged, it's
become current affairs.' Just twenty years ago it seemed impossible that Scotland would ever
get home rule, let alone full independence. And even following a vote that did not result in
Scottish independence, there are still talks of a second referendum. In The Battle for Scotland,
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first published in 1992, Andrew Marr provides the historical backdrop to these extraordinary
events. He attempts to explain the deep sources of Scottish national feeling and the political
will which brought us to this deeply uncertain time. In a substantial introduction written before
2014's referendum, Marr considers the questions every voting Scot (and every non-voting UK
citizen) were asking themselves at the time.
The work of leading authorities on Scottish history is brought together in this accurate and
sophisticated portrait of Scotland from Roman times to the present day.
Andy Bollen has created a fantasy football museum to collect together a treasure trove of
Scottish football exhibits that ranges from Jimmy Johnstone’s oar to Aggie the tea lady's
trolley. Learn why Puskas and Socrates should’ve been Scottish, the versatility of the pie and
Napoleon’s links to Bovril and explore all the wonders of the game north of the Border – from
Arthur Montford to the phone-in, Think Tanks, Buckfast, vanishing cream for referees, Twitter,
VAR technology and flares (pyrotechnics, not 1970s attire). These exhibits distill the beauty of
Scottish football into an entertaining volume that will make the perfect gift for any fan. Taking a
satirical swipe at the beautifully flawed game, A History of Scottish Football in 100 Objects
covers the mayhem, mavericks and bric-a-brac from the magic sponge, to the pie, hair weaves
to tattoos. Bollen is the perfect curator: impeccably informed, passionate and insightful.
A British historian explores the mysterious Scottish culture of the Iron Age and Early Middle
Ages whose enigmatic symbols adorn standing stones. The Picts were an ancient nation who
ruled most of northern and eastern Scotland during the Dark Ages. Despite their historical
importance, they remain shrouded in myth and misconception. Absorbed by the kingdom of the
Scots in the ninth century, they lost their unique identity, their language and their vibrant artistic
culture. Among their few surviving traces are standing stones decorated with incredible skill
and covered with enigmatic symbols. The Pictish Stones offer some of the few remaining clues
to the powerful and gifted people who bequeathed no chronicles to tell the sagas of their kings
and heroes. In this book, Medieval historian Tim Clarkson pieces together the evidence to tell
the story of this mysterious people from their emergence in Roman times to their eventual
disappearance.
From a small city college in the sixteenth century the University of Edinburgh grew to be one of
the world's greatest centres of scholarship, research and learning. Its history is told here by
three of its leading historians with wit, verve and style. Copiously illustrated in colour and black
and white, this is a book for everyone concerned with the university or the city of Edinburgh to
read and enjoy. The authors consider the impacts of Reformation, Union with England,
Enlightenment, and scientific and industrial revolutions. They show the university rising to the
challenge of competition from Europe, describe the great periods of expansion in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and chart the university's building from Old College to
George Square. They explore its tense relationship with the city, explore the histories of
student outrage and unrest, recall the days when blasphemy could be punished by death, and
reveal that the university's department of anatomy once supported a thriving trade in bodysnatching. Upheaval and crisis, triumph and achievement succeed each other by turns in a
story that is entertaining, intriguing and surprising - and always interesting.
Just what is it that we want from the past? History offers us true stories about the past;
heritage sells or provides us with the past we appear to desire. The dividing line between
history and heritage is, however, far from clear. This collection of papers addresses the
division between history and heritage by looking at the ways in which we make use of the past,
the way we consume our yesterdays. Looking at a wide variety of fields, including architectural
history, museums, films, novels and politics, the authors examine the ways in which the past is
invoked in contemporary culture, and question the politics of drawing upon 'history' in presentday practices. In topics ranging from Braveheart to Princess Diana, the Piltdown Man to the
National History Curriculum, war memorials to stately homes, "History and Heritage" explores
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the presence of the past in our lives, and asks, how, and to what end, are we using the idea of
the past. Who is consuming the past and why?
A vivid, comprehensive history of Scotland ranges from its earliest Stone Age settlers, through
the influence of the many invaders--Romans, Picts, Vikings, and the English--on the country, to
recent movements to promote Scottish independence from Britain, documenting the political,
cultural, economic, and other forces that have shaped the nation. Reprint.
Truly Foul & Cheesy is a bestselling series of hilarious, fact-packed information books that will
have young readers laughing as they’re learning. Quirky illustrations and bite-sized text
provide an accessible and entertaining introduction to Scotland, including its frequently
gruesome history, occasionally strange cuisine and sometimes scary rulers. Hold onto your
sides and dive in!

The fifty-odd years of Scottish history dominated by the Jacobite Risings are
amongst its most evocative and whilst the last battle, Culloden in 1746, is
deservedly remembered as a national tragedy, the first battle on the braes of
Killiecrankie was unquestionably the most dramatic.It was very much a Scottish
battle. The later Jacobite risings would be launched against kings and
governments in London. Killiecrankie, on the other hand, pitted Scot against Scot
in the last bloody act of the bitter religious struggle known as The Killing
Times.Killiecrankie saw the first, and most successful, Highland Charge, as the
clansmen broke the line of the Governments redcoats in the twinkling of an eye,
and though outnumbered the Jacobites achieved a stunning victory. The
Highlanders, however, suffered debilitating losses of almost one third of their
strength, and their leader, John Graham the Viscount of Dundee, was killed.The
Jacobites continued their advance until stopped by Government forces at the
Battle of Dunkeld a little more than three weeks later. Though the Jacobites had
failed, the struggle of the Highland clans to return the Catholic James, and his
successors, to the throne of Scotland and England would continue for the next
two generations.
The first modern history of Scottish woodlands, this highly illustrated volume
explores the changing relationship between trees and people from the time of
Scotland's first settlement, focusing on the period 1500 to 1920. Drawing on work
in natural science, geography and history, as well as on the authors' own
research, it presents an accessible and readable account that balances social,
economic and environmental factors. Two opening chapters describe the early
history of the woodlands. The book is then divided into chapters that consider
traditional uses and management, the impact of outsiders on the pine woods and
the oakwoods in the first phase of exploitation, and the effect of industrialization.
Separate chapters are devoted to case studies of management at Strathcarron,
Glenorchy, Rothiemurchus, and on Skye.
This travelogue about one man’s journey by foot along the border between
Scotland and England blends nature, history, and politics. In this book, Ian
Crofton travels on foot from Gretna Green in the southwest to Berwick in the
northeast, following as close as possible the Anglo-Scottish Border as it has been
fixed since the union of the crowns in 1603. Much of the line of the Border runs
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through a wild, overwhelmingly unvisited no man’s land—the sort of trackless
waste perfect for keeping two belligerent peoples apart? During the course of his
journey, Crofton considers a number of questions like how “natural” are
borderlines? Sometimes they follow physical barriers, sometimes an arbitrary line
on a map, the compromise made by some committee of distant diplomats…
Praise for Walking the Border “There is a lot of excellent natural description in
this book, alongside a number of comic encounters with humans and livestock.”
—The Guardian (UK)
Scotland's story cannot be told merely in terms of documentary evidence, for this
would be to neglect an integral part of the nation's heritage. The legends, myths,
stories and memories handed down from generation to generation must be
added to the bare bones of factual record if the character of the country is to be
truly revealed. Nigel Tranter was able to combine the two with a masterly hand,
expertly weaving the colourful threads of folklore into the fabric of historical fact.
Tranter was impeccably qualified to tell the story of Scotland, having written
many books detailing the nation's rich past and he possessed an exceptional gift
for storytelling. His account begins in the years before records made traditional
history possible and ends with the transformation of Scotland during the 19th
century into a workshop of the world and a source of pioneers for Britain's
empire. In this perennial bestseller, Niigel Tranter's incomparable tale of a
nation's enthralling history is the most comprehensible primer on the subject yet
published. Before he passed away in January 2000, Tranter had written over 70
novels and several works of non-fiction, almost all of them historical works set in
Scotland.
This authoritative, entertaining and eminently browsable reference book,
arranged in easily accessible A-Z format, is an absorbing and imaginative feast of
Scottish lore, language, history and culture, from the mythical origins of the Scots
in Scythia to the contemporary Scotland of the Holyrood parliament and
Trainspotting.
'I wish you would write Scotland's Story for littler children like me, ' asked a young
friend of H.E. Marshall, causing the celebrated author to give Scotland the same
treatment as previously dedicated to the England in Our Island Story. Starting
with the legend of Prince Gathelus and ending with King George the IV this book
features many tales, including those of Macbeth, William Wallace, Robert the
Bruce and the Stewart kings. This edition features all the original images.
An account of the last three hundred years of Scottish history offers a look at
Scottish identity and culture.
This book was first published in 1967.
“A brisk and accessible guide to a thousand years of reiving and rivalry in the
Highlands.” —The Scotsman
Drawing on research from a wide range of disciplines, including archaeology,
economics, science, religion and literature, this is a history of Scotland's peopled past
from the Neolithic period to the parliment of 2000.
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Scottish History Without the Boring BitsBirlinn
The dramatic story of Scotland - by charismatic television historian, Neil Oliver.
Scotland is one of the oldest countries in the world with a vivid and diverse past. Yet the
stories and figures that dominate Scottish history - tales of failure, submission, thwarted
ambition and tragedy - often badly serve this great nation, overshadowing the rich
tapestry of her intricate past. Historian Neil Oliver presents a compelling new portrait of
Scottish history, peppered with action, high drama and centuries of turbulence that
have helped to shape modern Scotland. Along the way, he takes in iconic landmarks
and historic architecture; debunks myths surrounding Scotland's famous sons; recalls
forgotten battles; charts the growth of patriotism; and explores recent political
developments, capturing Scotland's sense of identity and celebrating her place in the
wider world.
This is the first comprehensive critical analysis of Scottish women's writing from its
recoverable beginnings to the present day. Essays cover individual writers - such as
Margaret Oliphant, Nan Shepherd, Muriel Spark and Liz Lochhead - as well as groups
of writers or kinds of writing - such as women poets and dramatists, or Gaelic writing
and the legacy of the Kailyard. In addition to poetry, drama and fiction, a varied body of
non-fiction writing is also covered, including diaries, memoirs, biography and
autobiography, didactic and polemic writing, and popular and periodical writing for and
by women.
A People’s History of Scotland looks beyond the kings and queens, the battles and
bloody defeats of the past. It captures the history that matters today, stories of freedom
fighters, suffragettes, the workers of Red Clydeside, and the hardship and protest of the
treacherous Thatcher era. With riveting storytelling, Chris Bambery recounts the
struggles for nationhood. He charts the lives of Scots who changed the world, as well
as those who fought for the cause of ordinary people at home, from the poets Robbie
Burns and Hugh MacDiarmid to campaigners such as John Maclean and Helen
Crawfurd. This is a passionate cry for more than just independence but also for a nation
based on social justice.
An exciting account of the origins of the modern world Who formed the first literate society?
Who invented our modern ideas of democracy and free market capitalism? The Scots. As
historian and author Arthur Herman reveals, in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries
Scotland made crucial contributions to science, philosophy, literature, education, medicine,
commerce, and politics—contributions that have formed and nurtured the modern West ever
since. Herman has charted a fascinating journey across the centuries of Scottish history. Here
is the untold story of how John Knox and the Church of Scotland laid the foundation for our
modern idea of democracy; how the Scottish Enlightenment helped to inspire both the
American Revolution and the U.S. Constitution; and how thousands of Scottish immigrants left
their homes to create the American frontier, the Australian outback, and the British Empire in
India and Hong Kong. How the Scots Invented the Modern World reveals how Scottish genius
for creating the basic ideas and institutions of modern life stamped the lives of a series of
remarkable historical figures, from James Watt and Adam Smith to Andrew Carnegie and
Arthur Conan Doyle, and how Scottish heroes continue to inspire our contemporary culture,
from William “Braveheart” Wallace to James Bond. And no one who takes this incredible
historical trek will ever view the Scots—or the modern West—in the same way again.
Presents a story of the land that became Scotland which is one of dramatic geological events
and human endeavour. This title also presents a narrative that ranges from the great thaw at
the end of the Ice Age which was instrumental in shaping Scotlands magnificent landscape
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through the megalith builders, to the Celts and the Picts.
Join New York Times bestselling author Brenda Joyce for an epic story of undying love and
forbidden desire in the Highlands… When Rivalry Becomes Passion With warfare blazing
through Scotland, the fate of the Comyn-MacDougall legacy depends on one woman. Recently
orphaned, young Margaret Comyn must secure her clan's safety through an arranged
marriage. But when an enemy invasion puts her at the mercy of the notorious Wolf of
Lochaber, her every loyalty—and secret want—will be challenged. And a Kingdom Is at Stake
Legendary warrior Alexander "the Wolf" MacDonald rides with Robert Bruce to seize the throne
of Scotland. But when he takes the fiery Lady Margaret prisoner, she quickly becomes far
more than a valuable hostage. For the passion between them threatens to betray their families,
their country…and their hearts.
A one-volume political and ecclesiastical history of Scotland from the eleventh century to the
Reformation.
Conventional chronologies of world history concentrate on the reigns of kings and queens, the
dates of battles and treaties, the publication dates of great books, the completion of famous
buildings, the deaths of iconic figures, and the years of major discoveries. But there are other
more interesting stories to tell--stories that don't usually get into the history books, but which
can nevertheless bring the past vividly and excitingly to life. Imagine a history lesson that
spares you the details of such seminal events as the 11th-century papal-imperial conflict, that
fails to say much at all about the 1815 Congress of Vienna--and that neglects entirely to
mention the world-changing moment that was the 1521 Diet of Worms. Imagine instead a book
that tells you the date of the ancient Roman law that made it legal to break wind at banquets;
the name of the defunct medieval pope whose putrefying corpse was subjected to the
humiliation of a trial before a court of law; the identity of the priapic monarch who sired more
bastards than any other king of England; and last but not least the date of the demise in
London of the first goat to have circumnavigated the globe twice. Imagine a book crammed
with such deliciously disposable information, and you have History without the Boring Bits. By
turns bizarre, surprising, trivial, and enlightening, History without the Boring Bits offers rich
pickings for the browser, and entertainment and inspiration aplenty for those who have grown
weary of more conventional works of history.
W M Gordon, who retired from the Douglas Chair of Civil Law at the University of Glasgow in
1999, is well known for his distinguished contribution to Roman law, legal history and land law.
He is the author of several books in these subject areas, but it is a mark of his international
eminence that much of his prolific output has been published in a wide variety of journals and
essay collections outside, as well as within, the UK. This important collection draws together in
an accessible format much of his most important writing and, as such, will be in indispensable
purchase for all those interested in these core areas of legal scholarship.
Copyright: bd03e7522e8995980bdee7024c4b3ba2

Page 6/6

Copyright : isarch.org

