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Opening to passion as an unsettling, transformative force; extending desire to the text,
expanding the self, and dissolving its boundaries; imagining pleasures outside the norm and
intensifying them; overcoming loss and reaching beyond death; being loyal to oneself and
defying productivity, resolution, and cohesion while embracing paradox, non-linearity,
incompletion. These are some of the possibilities of lyric that this book explores by reading
Petrarch’s vernacular poetry in dialogue with that of other poets, including Guido Cavalcanti,
Dante, and Shakespeare. In the Epilogue, the poet Antonella Anedda Angioy engages with
Ossip Mandel’štam and Paul Celan’s dialogue with Petrarch and extends it into the present.
Franceso Petrarch (1304-1374), creator of the sonnet form, remained for more than three
hundred years the most influential poet in Europe, his works more widely read than even those
of Dante. This collection contains English language versions of his poems from across six
centuries, in a wide variety of translations and reinterpretations. Spanning the Trionfi series
and the Canzoniere - Petrarch's empassioned sonnet-sequence concerning his beloved Laura
- it also includes great English poems influenced by Petrarch. From Chaucer's early adaptation
of a Petrarchan sonnet in Troilus and Criseyde to the sixteenth century translations by the Earl
of Surrey, Byron's mocking consideration of the Canzoniere in Don Juan and Ezra Pound's
parody Silet, all provide a unique insight into the significance of the founder of the European
lyric tradition.
In Italian Readers of Ovid from the Origins to Petrarch, Julie Van Peteghem examines Ovid’s
influence on Italian poetry from its beginnings, through Dante, to Petrarch, situating it within the
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history of reading Ovid in medieval and early modern Italy.
Essays on the various manifestations of Charlemagne and his legends.
Despite the fact that Gaspara Stampa (1523?-1554) has been recognized as one of the
greatest and most creative poets and musicians of the Italian Renaissance, scholarship on her
work has been surprisingly scarce and uncoordinated. In recent years, critical attention
towards her work has increased, but until now there have been no anthologies dedicated solely
to Stampa. Rethinking Gaspara Stampa in the Canon of Renaissance Poetry aims to set a
foundation for further Stampa studies by accounting for her contributions to literature, music
history, gender studies, the history of ideas, philosophy, and other areas of critical thought.
This volume brings together an international group of interdisciplinary scholars who employ
varied methodologies to explore multiple aspects of Stampa’s work in dialogue with the most
recent scholarship in the field. The chapters emphasize the many ways in which Stampa’s
poetry engages with multiple cultural movements of early modern Italy and Europe, including:
Ficinian and Renaissance Neoplatonism, male-authored writing about women, Longinus’s
theory of the sublime, the formation of writing communities, the rediscovery of Aristotle’s
writings, and the reimagined relation between human and natural worlds. Taken as a whole,
this volume presents a rich introduction to, and interdisciplinary investigation of, Gaspara
Stampa’s impact on Renaissance culture.
Long celebrated as one of “the Three Crowns” of Florence, Giovanni Boccaccio (1313–75)
experimented widely with the forms of literature. His prolific and innovative writings—which
range beyond the novella, from lyric to epic, from biography to mythography and geography,
from pastoral and romance to invective—became powerful models for authors in Italy and
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across the Continent. This collection of essays presents Boccaccio’s life and creative output in
its encyclopedic diversity. Exploring a variety of genres, Latin as well as Italian, it provides
short descriptions of all his works, situates them in his oeuvre, and features critical expositions
of their most salient features and innovations. Designed for readers at all levels, it will appeal
to scholars of literature, medieval and Renaissance studies, humanism and the classical
tradition; as well as European historians, art historians, and students of material culture and
the history of the book. Anchored by an introduction and chronology, this volume contains
contributions by prominent Boccaccio scholars in the United States, as well as essays by
contributors from France, Italy, and the United Kingdom. The year 2013, Boccaccio’s sevenhundredth birthday, will be an important one for the study of his work and will see an increase
in academic interest in reassessing his legacy.
This edition argues that Petrarch's text has been neglected by modern scholarship in favour of
the translations of the Canzoniere, while it can be shown that the Triumphi enjoyed a much
earlier and much more durable fame in Europe as well as in the British Isles, being translated
at least twice in its entirety, with individual books and smaller sections being translated or
adapted a number of times. Critical editions of the translations are accompanied by analysis of
the reception of Petrarch's work in the British Isles, looking at the circulation of the book in the
original Italian and in the various French translations, as well as at the use that is made of the
Triumphi motifs not only in literature, but in paintings, music, etc.
Petrarch fashioned so many different versions of himself for posterity that it is an exacting task
to establish where one might start to explore. . . . Hainsworth's study meets this problem
through examples of what Petrarch wrote, and does so decisively and succinctly. . . . [A]
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careful and unpretentious book, penetrating in its organization and treatment of its subject,
gentle in its guidance of the reader, nimble and dexterous in its scholarly infrastructure—and no
less profound for those qualities of lightness. The translations themselves are a delight, and
are clearly the result of profound meditation and extensive experiment. . . . The Introduction
and the notes to each work form a clear plexus of support for the reader, with a host of deft
cross-references. --Richard Mackenny, Binghamton University, State University of New York

Nothing provided
More than any other canonical English writer, Geoffrey Chaucer lived and worked
at the centre of political life--yet his poems are anything but conventional. Edgy,
complicated, and often dark, they reflect a conflicted world, and their astonishing
diversity and innovative language earned Chaucer renown as the father of
English literature. Marion Turner, however, reveals him as a great European
writer and thinker. To understand his accomplishment, she reconstructs in
unprecedented detail the cosmopolitan world of Chaucer's adventurous life,
focusing on the places and spaces that fired his imagination. Uncovering
important new information about Chaucer's travels, private life, and the early
circulation of his writings, this innovative biography documents a series of vivid
episodes, moving from the commercial wharves of London to the frescoed
chapels of Florence and the kingdom of Navarre, where Christians, Muslims, and
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Jews lived side by side. The narrative recounts Chaucer's experiences as a
prisoner of war in France, as a father visiting his daughter's nunnery, as a
member of a chaotic Parliament, and as a diplomat in Milan, where he
encountered the writings of Dante and Boccaccio. At the same time, the book
offers a comprehensive exploration of Chaucer's writings, taking the reader to the
Troy of Troilus and Criseyde, the gardens of the dream visions, and the
peripheries and thresholds of The Canterbury Tales. By exploring the places
Chaucer visited, the buildings he inhabited, the books he read, and the art and
objects he saw, this landmark biography tells the extraordinary story of how a
wine merchant's son became the poet of The Canterbury Tales.
"Building on recent Petrarch scholarship and broader studies of medieval poetics,
poetic narrativity and biblical intertextuality, this study argues that Petrarch's
Rerum vulgarium fragmenta is an ordered and coherent work unified by narrative
and theological structures. The author begins with the premise that the multiple
voices of the Petrarchan figure (or subject) call for a reading informed by
historical and autobiographical considerations. Within such a reading, the internal
chronology of the work coincides with a temporal framework provided by
Petrarch's Latin prose and poetry. Drawing on this material, he argues that
Petrarch's derivations from early poets in the Italian vernacular, his
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Augustineanism and his humanism are manifest in the Fragmenta and contribute
to its narrative and theological unity."-This book brings together, in a novel and exciting combination, three authors who
have written movingly about mourning: two medieval Italian poets, Dante Alighieri
and Francesco Petrarca, and one early twentieth-century French novelist, Marcel
Proust. Each of these authors, through their respective narratives of
bereavement, grapples with the challenge of how to write adequately about the
deeply personal and painful experience of grief. In Jennifer Rushworth's analysis,
discourses of mourning emerge as caught between the twin, conflicting demands
of a comforting, readable, shared generality and a silent, solitary respect for the
uniqueness of any and every experience of loss. Rushworth explores a variety of
major questions in the book, including: what type of language is appropriate to
mourning? What effect does mourning have on language? Why and how has the
Orpheus myth been so influential on discourses of mourning across different time
periods and languages? Might the form of mourning described in a text and the
form of closure achieved by that same text be mutually formative and sustaining?
In this way, discussion of the literary representation of mourning extends to
embrace topics such as the medieval sin of acedia, the proper name, memory,
literary epiphanies, the image of the book, and the concept of writing as promise.
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In addition to the three primary authors, Rushworth draws extensively on the
writings of Sigmund Freud, Julia Kristeva, Jacques Derrida, and Roland Barthes.
These rich and diverse psychoanalytical and French theoretical traditions provide
terminological nuance and frameworks for comparison, particularly in relation to
the complex term melancholia.
Provides a rich and varied reference resource, illuminating the different contexts
for Chaucer and his work.
PetrarchA Critical Guide to the Complete WorksUniversity of Chicago Press
By far the best collection of sources to introduce readers to Renaissance
humanism in all its many guises. What distinguishes this stimulating and useful
anthology is the vision behind it: King shows that Renaissance thinkers had a lot
to say, not only about the ancient world--one of their habitual passions--but also
about the self, how civic experience was configured, the arts, the roles and
contributions of women, the new science, the 'new' world, and so much more.
--Christopher S. Celenza, Johns Hopkins University
Unn Falkeid considers the work of six fourteenth-century writers who waged
literary war against the Avignon papacy’s increasing claims of supremacy over
secular rulers—a conflict that engaged contemporary critics from every corner of
Europe. She illuminates arguments put forth by Dante, Petrarch, William of
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Ockham, Catherine of Siena, and others.
"This study considers the way in which a poetic convention, the beloved to whom Renaissance
amatory poetry was addessed, becomes influential political rhetoric, an instrument that both
men and women used to shape and justify their claims to power. The author argues that
Petrarchan poetic conventions were part of a social discourse that signaled anxiety concerning
the rising place of women as intellectual interlocators, public figures, and patrons of the arts."-The extensively revised and expanded version of the acclaimed Companion to Chaucer An
essential text for both established scholars and those seeking to expand their knowledge of
Chaucer studies, A New Companion to Chaucer is an authoritative and up-to-date survey of
Chaucer scholarship. Rigorous yet accessible, this book helps readers to identify current
debates, recognize historical and literary context, and to understand how particular concepts
and theories affect the interpretation of Chaucer’s texts. Chaucer specialists from around the
globe offer contributions that range from updates of long-standing scholarship on biography,
language, women, and social structures, to original research in new areas such as ideology,
the afterlife, patronage, and sexuality. In presenting conflicting perspectives and ideological
differences, this stimulating volume encourages readers to explore additional paths of inquiry
and engage in lively and informed debate. Each chapter of the Companion, organized by
issues and themes, balances textual analysis and cultural context by grounding the reader in
existing scholarship. Key issues from specific passages are discussed with an annotated
bibliography provided for reference and further reading. Compiled with all students of Chaucer
in mind, this important volume: Presents contributions from both established and emerging
specialists Explores the circumstances in which Chaucer wrote, such as the political and
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religious issues of his time Includes numerous close readings of selected poems Provides
points of entry to a wide range of approaches to Chaucer’s works Incorporates original
research, fresh perspectives, and updated additions to Chaucer scholarship A New
Companion to Chaucer is a valuable and enduring resource for scholars, teachers, and
students of medieval literature and medieval studies, as well as the general reader interested
in interpretations and historical contexts of Chaucer’s writings.
Giovanni Boccaccio played a pivotal role in the extraordinary emergence of the Italian literary
tradition in the fourteenth century, not only as author of the Decameron, but also as scribe of
Dante, Petrarch and Cavalcanti. Using a single codex written entirely in Boccaccio's hand,
Martin Eisner brings together material philology and literary history to reveal the multiple ways
Boccaccio authorizes this vernacular literary tradition. Each chapter offers a novel
interpretation of Boccaccio as a biographer, storyteller, editor and scribe, who constructs
arguments, composes narratives, compiles texts and manipulates material forms to legitimize
and advance a vernacular literary canon. Situating these philological activities in the context of
Boccaccio's broader reflections on poetry in the Decameron and the Genealogy of the Gentile
Gods, the book produces a new portrait of Boccaccio that integrates his vernacular and Latin
works, while also providing a new context for understanding his fictions.
A detailed examination of the relationship between the discourses and practices of authority
and diplomacy in the late medieval and early modern periods, Authority and Diplomacy from
Dante to Shakespeare interrogates the persistent duality of the roles of author and
ambassador. The volume approaches its subject from a literary-historical perspective, drawing
upon late medieval and early modern ideas and discourses of diplomacy and authority, and
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examining how they are manifested within different forms of writing: drama, poetry, diplomatic
correspondence, peace treaties, and household accounts. Contributors focus on major literary
figures from different cultures, including Dante, Petrarch, and Tasso from Italy; and from
England, Chaucer, Wyatt, Sidney, Spenser, and Shakespeare. In addition, the book moves
between and across literary-historical periods, tracing the development of concepts and
discourses of authority and diplomacy from the late medieval to the early modern period.
Taken together, these essays forge a broader argument for the centrality of diplomacy and
diplomatic concepts in the literature and culture of late medieval and early modern England,
and for the importance of diplomacy in current studies of English literature before 1603.
Shows how medieval Italian poets viewed their authorship of poetry as a function of their
engagement in a human community.
Older research on the premodern world limited its focus on the Church, the court, and, more
recently, on urban space. The present volume invites readers to consider the meaning of rural
space, both in light of ecocritical readings and social-historical approaches. While previous
scholars examined the figure of the peasant in the premodern world, the current volume
combines a large number of specialized studies that investigate how the natural environment
and the appearance of members of the rural population interacted with the world of the court
and of the city. The experience in rural space was important already for writers and artists in
the premodern era, as the large variety of scholarly approaches indicates. The present volume
signals how much the surprisingly close interaction between members of the aristocratic and of
the peasant class determined many literary and art-historical works. In a surprisingly large
number of cases we can even discover elements of utopia hidden in rural space. We also
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observe how much the rural world was a significant element already in early-medieval
mentality. Moreover, as many authors point out, the impact of natural forces on premodern
society was tremendous, if not catastrophic.
One of the most important authors of the Middle Ages, Petrarch occupies a complex position:
historically, he is a medieval author, but, philosophically, he heralds humanism and the
Renaissance. Teachers of Petrarch's Canzoniere and his formative influence on the canon of
Western European poetry face particular challenges. Petrarch's poetic style brings together the
classical tradition, Christianity, an exalted sense of poetic vocation, and an obsessive love for
Laura during her life and after her death in ways that can seem at once very strange
and--because of his style's immense influence--very familiar to students. This volume aims to
meet the varied needs of instructors, whether they teach Petrarch in Italian or in translation, in
surveys or in specialized courses, by providing a wealth of pedagogical approaches to
Petrarch and his legacy. Part 1, "Materials," reviews the extensive bibliography on Petrarch
and Petrarchism, covering editions and translations of the Canzoniere secondary works, and
music and other audiovisual and electronic resources. Part 2, "Approaches," opens with
essays on teaching the Canzoniere and continues with essays on teaching the Petrarchan
tradition. Some contributors use the design and structure of the Canzoniere as entryways into
the work; others approach it through discussion of Petrarch's literary influences and subject
matter or through the context of medieval Christianity and culture. The essays on Petrarchism
map the poet's influence on the Italian lyric tradition as well as on other national literatures,
including Spanish, French, English, and Russian.
First full study of Chaucer's readings and translations of Petrarch suggests a far greater
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influence than has hitherto been accepted.

"Rocco Rubini studies the motives and literary forms in the making of a
"tradition," not understood narrowly, as the conservative, stubborn preservation
of received conventions, values, and institutions, but rather more generously and
etymologically interpreted: as the deliberate effort on the part of writers to
transmit a reformulated past across generations. Leveraging Italian thinkers from
Petrarch to Gramsci, with stops at the most prominent humanists in between
(including Giambattista Vico, Carlo Goldoni, Francesco De Sanctis, and
Benedetto Croce), Rubini gives us an innovative lens through which to view an
Italian intellectual tradition that is at once premodern and modern, a legacy that
does not depend on a date or a single masterpiece, but instead requires the
reader to parse an entire career of writings to uncover deeper, transhistorical
continuities that span 600 years. Whether reading forward to the 1930s, or
backward to the 14th century, Rubini elucidates the interplay of creation and
reception underlying the enactment of tradition, the practice of retrieving and
conserving, and the revivification of shared themes and intentions linking these
thinkers across time"-A consideration of Petrarch's influence on, and appearance in, French texts - and
in particular, his appropriation by the Avignonese.
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In 2018, a conference of the International Association for Neo-Latin Studies took
place in Albacete (“Humanity and Nature: Arts and Sciences in Neo-Latin
Literature”). This volume publishes the event’s proceedings which deal with a
broad range of fields, including literature, history, philology.
The complex relationship between psychic structures, social norms, and
aesthetic representations is a challenge for every analysis of the historical
manifestations of human desire. Pangs of Love and Longing: Configurations of
Desire in Premodern Literature sets out to provide a deeper understanding of this
relation by an assessment of linguistic and artistic configurations of desire in
European literature from Antiquity to the Early Modern period. The aim is to
explore historic continuities and ruptures in attitudes towards sexuality, pleasures
and bodies, as these are represented in a variety of cultural forms, in order to
demonstrate the plurality of premodern desire – and, ultimately, to offer fresh
perspectives on our present reality. The seventeen scholars participating in the
anthology bring together theories and assessments from different areas of the
Humanities – German, French, Italian, Spanish, English, and Comparative
Literature, History of Ideas and of Art, Theology, Philosophy and Gender Studies.
They are all engaged in cross-disciplinary activities at universities in Sweden,
Norway and Denmark, and they all participate in the Scandinavian network
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“Configurations of Desire in Premodern Literature” initiated in 2010.
Challenging the familiar view of Francesco Petrarca as the ‘father of humanism’,
this book offers a comprehensive re-interpretation of Petrarch’s debt to the
theology of St. Augustine, and advances a provocative new reading of the
development of humanism in Italy.
A compelling and revisionist account of Florence's economic, literary and social
history in the immediate aftermath of the Black Death.
Drawing together the latest research in the field, The Routledge History of the
Renaissance treats the Renaissance not as a static concept, but as one of
ongoing change within an international framework. It takes as its unifying theme
the idea of exchange and interchange through the movement of goods, ideas,
disease and people, across social, religious, political and physical boundaries.
Covering a broad range of temporal periods and geographic regions, the
chapters discuss topics such as the material cultures of Renaissance societies;
the increased popularity of shopping as a pastime in fourteenth-century Italy;
military entrepreneurs and their networks across Europe; the emergence and
development of the Ottoman empire from the early fourteenth to the late
sixteenth century; and women and humanism in Renaissance Europe. The
volume is interdisciplinary in nature, combining historical methodology with
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techniques from the fields of anthropology, sociology, psychology and literary
criticism. It allows for juxtapositions of approaches that are usually segregated
into traditional subfields, such as intellectual, political, gender, military and
economic history. Capturing dynamic new approaches to the study of this
fascinating period and illustrated throughout with images, figures and tables, this
comprehensive volume is a valuable resource for all students and scholars of the
Renaissance.
Examines the interplay between reading and writing in the works of Petrarch and
Dante. Building upon his 2008 book Dante and the Making of a Modern Author,
Albert Russell Ascoli here reflects on the extent to which Petrarch’s addresses to
and figurations of his relationship to his readers intersect with the oft-asserted
“modernity” of his authorial stances. In particular, Ascoli argues that following in
the wake of Dante’s double staging of himself as reader of his own works
(especially in the Vita Nuova), Petrarch shows a keen and probing awareness of
how the process of poetic signification involves a continual interchange between
author and reader, as well as a strong desire to control the nature of that
interchange as much as he can. Ascoli asserts that between Dante and Petrarch
two primary—and contradictory—features of literary modernity can be identified: the
affirmation of the preeminence of authorial intention and the foregrounding of
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readerly freedom of interpretation. The Aldo S. Bernardo Lecture Series in the
Humanities honors Professor Emeritus Aldo S. Bernardo, his scholarship in
medieval Italian literature, and his service to Binghamton University as Professor
of Romance Languages and University Distinguished Service Professor. The
Bernardo Lecture Series is endowed by the Bernardo Fund and administered by
Binghamton University’s Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies
(CEMERS), which Professor Bernardo cofounded and codirected with Professor
Bernard Huppé from 1966 to 1973. The series offers annual lectures by
distinguished scholars on topics related to Professor Bernardo’s primary fields of
interest—medieval and Renaissance Italian literature, with a particular focus on
Dante Studies, and intellectual history.
As the 'father' of the English literary canon, one of a very few writers to appear in every
'great books' syllabus, Chaucer is seen as an author whose works are fundamentally
timeless: an author who, like Shakespeare, exemplifies the almost magical power of
poetry to appeal to each generation of readers. Every age remakes its own Chaucer,
developing new understandings of how his poetry intersects with contemporary ways of
seeing the world, and the place of the subject who lives in it. This Handbook comprises
a series of essays by established scholars and emerging voices that address Chaucer's
poetry in the context of several disciplines, including late medieval philosophy and
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science, Mediterranean Studies, comparative literature, vernacular theology, and
popular devotion. The volume paints the field in broad strokes and sections include
Biography and Circumstances of Daily Life; Chaucer in the European Frame;
Philosophy and Science in the Universities; Christian Doctrine and Religious
Heterodoxy; and the Chaucerian Afterlife. Taken as a whole, The Oxford Handbook of
Chaucer offers a snapshot of the current state of the field, and a bold suggestion of the
trajectories along which Chaucer studies are likely to develop in the future.
An account of the life and works of Petrarch, scholar and poet, and his influence on
European literature and culture.
"The Carrara Herbal is an exceptional illustrated book of materia medica (therapeutic
substances drawn from plants, animals and minerals). It is exceptional in both its
illustrations and its content, making it of interest to historians of art and medicine alike.
The Herbal contains a translation into Paduan dialect of a Latin version of the midthirteenth-century Arabic pharmacopeia, Kitab al-Adwiya al-mufrada (The Book of
Simple Medicines), written by Ibn Sarabi, a Christian physician working in al-Andalus
and known in the Latin West as Serapion the Younger."--Introduction.
The powerful influence of Petrarch on the development of Renaissance vernacular
poetry has long been recognized as one of the major factors in early modern cultural
history; this work provides a far more comprehensive catalogue of the direct evidence
for that influence in England than any yet available. Following the model of Boswell's
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Dante's Fame in England (1999), it offers an itemized presentation, year by year, of
printed citations, translations, and allusions, with complete bibliographical information,
quotations of the relevant passages, and brief commentary. The most fully studied
aspect of Petrarch's influence, his love poetry as a model for imitation, remains
paramount: a model by turns slavishly imitated, ruthlessly mocked, and searchingly
reworked, sometimes all at the same time. But the significance of other aspects of his
legacy are also documented, with new fullness: notably his Latin prose works-especially
his encyclopedic moral treatise On the Remedies of Both Kinds of Fortune, popular
throughout the period-and his polemics against the Avignon papacy, which earned him
a strong reputation in England as an angry moral prophet and champion of what would
become the Protestant cause. The picture here presented provides new texture and
complexity for any further discussion of Petrarch in the English Renaissance.
Writing and literature in antiquity -- Grammar, scholarship, and scribal practice from
antiquity to the middle ages -- Classical reception from antiquity to the middle ages -Classics and humanists -- Classical texts in the age of printing -- Tools for the modern
scholar
Eleven scholars offer new appreciations of Marguerite de Navarre’s rich and varied
œuvre: her mystical poetry, plays, and short-story collection, and her efforts to promote
a living faith and a renewal of the Church based on Evangelical principles.
If terms are associated with particular historical periods, then ’polemic’ is firmly rooted
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within early modern print culture, the apparently inevitable result of religious
controversy and the rise of print media. Taking a broad European approach, this
collection brings together specialists on medieval as well as early modern culture in
order to challenge stubborn assumptions that medieval culture was homogenous and
characterized by consensus; and that literary discourse is by nature ’eirenic’. Instead,
the volume shows more clearly the continuities and discontinuities, especially how
medieval discourse on the sins of the tongue continued into early modern discussion;
how popular and influential medieval genres such as sermons and hagiography dealt
with potentially heterodox positions; and the role of literary, especially fictional, debate
in developing modes of articulating discord, as well as demonstrating polemic in action
in political and ecclesiastical debate. Within this historical context, the position of early
modern debates as part of a more general culture of articulating discord becomes more
clearly visible. The structure of the volume moves from an internal textual focus, where
the nature of polemic can be debated, through a middle section where these concerns
are also played out in social practice, to a more historical group investigating applied
polemic. In this way a more nuanced view is provided of the meaning, role, and effect of
’polemic’ both broadly across time and space, and more narrowly within specific
circumstances.
Although Francesco Petrarca (1304–74) is best known today for cementing the
sonnet’s place in literary history, he was also a philosopher, historian, orator, and one
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of the foremost classical scholars of his age. Petrarch: A Critical Guide to the Complete
Works is the only comprehensive, single-volume source to which anyone—scholar,
student, or general reader—can turn for information on each of Petrarch’s works, its
place in the poet’s oeuvre, and a critical exposition of its defining features. A
sophisticated but accessible handbook that illuminates Petrarch’s love of classical
culture, his devout Christianity, his public celebrity, and his struggle for inner peace, this
encyclopedic volume covers both Petrarch’s Italian and Latin writings and the various
genres in which he excelled: poem, tract, dialogue, oration, and letter. A biographical
introduction and chronology anchor the book, making Petrarch an invaluable resource
for specialists in Italian, comparative literature, history, classics, religious studies, the
Middle Ages, and the Renaissance.
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