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THE READER'S COMPANION TO MILITARY HISTORY is the first major reference work on military history to represent a global perspective.
More than 150 distinguished military historians, biographers, and journalists contributed nearly 600 articles to this remarkable chronicle of
warfare that combines compelling historical narrative with the latest in contemporary scholarship. Here is essential information on major
events and battles, commanders, weaponry and technology, and strategy and tactics. Other topics include courage, discipline, the effects of
weather on warfare, military justice, the role of propaganda, the evolution of uniforms, psychological warfare, and morale. Filled with
surprising anecdotes and little-known facts, THE READER'S COMPANION TO MILITARY HISTORY
In this groundbreaking examination of the symbolic strategies used to prepare troops for imminent combat, Keith Yellin offers an
interdisciplinary look into the rhetorical discourse that has played a prominent role in warfare, history, and popular culture from antiquity to the
present day. Battle Exhortation focuses on one of the most time-honored forms of motivational communication, the encouraging speech of
military commanders, to offer a pragmatic and scholarly evaluation of how persuasion contributes to combat leadership and military morale.
In illustrating his subject's conventions, Yellin draws from the Bible, classical Greece and Rome, Spanish conquistadors, and American
military forces. Yellin is also interested in how audiences are socialized to recognize and anticipate this type of communication that precedes
difficult team efforts. To account for this dimension he probes examples as diverse as Shakespeare's Henry V, George C. Scott's portrayal of
General George S. Patton, and team sports.
Since WWII, historians have lionized General Patton for his bold and daring leadership during Allied campaigns. His many biographers have
highlighted his ability to instill discipline, remove incompetent leaders, and form an effective staff. While these attributes evolved in his
persona through his military training, Patton applied his intellect to develop a deep understanding of the new methods of warfare that armies
encountered on the battlefields of WWII. The application of operational art now required knowledge grounded in the close coordination of air,
sea, and land assets to achieve victories at both the strategic and tactical level. While historical examples of daring victories demonstrate
what western culture loves in a war hero, a critical analysis of Patton's actions reveal a more compelling story. Closer examination of his
actions in the latter stages of the Tunisian campaign, during the Sicilian campaign, and in Western Europe from Normandy to the Rhineland,
demonstrate that he excelled at achieving tactical successes, but did not perform well when integrating those tactical successes in campaigns
to achieve strategic aims. Patton developed a reputation as a bold and daring leader; however, analysis of WWII campaigns reveals that he
did not apply what the US Army now refers to as operational art. 1. Introduction * Background * Methodology * The Allied Approach to
Operational Art, 1942 to 1945 * Patton and the German Way of War * 2. The North Africa Campaign * Background * Narrative * Analysis * 3.
The Sicily Campaign * Background * Narrative * Analysis * 4. Western European Campaign * Background * Narrative * Analysis * 5.
Conclusion General George S. Patton was not the military genius that historians have made him out to be. Following the end of WWII and his
death in 1945, the media, historians, and even former German adversaries raised his reputation to mythical proportions. Today, one still
encounters the continued fascination with Patton in works such as Bill O'Reilly's Killing Patton, likening him to Abraham Lincoln, John F.
Kennedy, and even Jesus. This longstanding legacy begs the question of whether Patton really does stand among the great captains in
history. Perhaps a combination of historical memory, media glorification, and American culture's affinity for the heroic figure afforded him
undue recognition, diverting attention from other generals who performed (or could have performed) just as well or even better in WWII. His
sudden death certainly seems to have contributed to his legendary status, further skewing the all-important perception from the reality of his
capabilities. As John Lynn wrote in Battle: A History of Combat and Culture, "the reality of war differs from the discourse of war and is to
some degree countered by efforts to make reality better by conforming to expectations." Francis Ford Coppola's 1970 film "Patton" had a
lasting influence on the public's perception, contributing further to the separation of the reality of Patton's generalship from the myth that such
portrayals have created over time. The alteration of history and the misrepresentation of the past have a long history of their own. This led to
a public memory of Patton as depicted in popular culture - which essentially depicted him the way
*Includes Patton's most colorful and inspiring quotes, including his famous Speech to the Third Army. *Includes pictures of Patton and other
important people. *Includes a Bibliography for further reading. "Americans love to fight, traditionally. All real Americans love the sting and
clash of battle. You are here today for three reasons. First, because you are here to defend your homes and your loved ones. Second, you
are here for your own self respect, because you would not want to be anywhere else. Third, you are here because you are real men and all
real men like to fight." - George Patton, Speech to the Third Army A lot of ink has been spilled covering the lives of history's most influential
figures, but how much of the forest is lost for the trees? In Charles River Editors' American Legends series, readers can get caught up to
speed on the lives of America's most important men and women in the time it takes to finish a commute, while learning interesting facts long
forgotten or never known. Rommel, Guderian, Liddell-Hart and JFC Fuller were all early exponents and practitioners of armored warfare,
tactics that were to break the stalemate that had characterized World War I. Advocates of the tank and above all speed, it was their ideas
which decimated Saddam Hussein's forces in the 1990 Gulf War. But among the proponents and practitioners of armored warfare, the brash,
bold, arrogant and eccentric George S. Patton remains the world's greatest armored commander by the one yardstick that really counts: the
battlefield. In 1944-45, Patton's Third Army raced across northern Europe, covering more ground and destroying more enemy resources than
any other equivalent force in history. Patton is one of America's most celebrated generals and one of the most famous generals of the 20th
century, but his story has its origins in the form of a shy, dyslexic boy who could cry uncontrollably and who viewed his own emotional
intelligence as unmanly. Patton was a fascinating, complicated and controversial man whose life story ranges between genius, folly and
tragedy, with absolute determination the one constant theme. He was also a man constantly on the move, whether it was as an Olympic
athlete or as one of the first American soldiers to work with tanks in World War I, but his life's work truly went toward revolutionizing warfare
on and off the battlefield. Between the two World Wars, he wrote at length about mechanized warfare and tactics, and during the Second
World War he worked his way up colorfully, controversially, and capably, all of which made him more conspicuous during the war. Patton's
shocking death just a few months after the war ended ensured that the general died at the height of his fame and would always be
remembered for his legendary attitude and exploits. American Legends: The Life of General George Patton profiles the amazing life and
career of the American war hero, while also examining his personality and analyzing his lasting legacy. Along with pictures of important
people, places, and events, you will learn about Patton like you never have before, in no time at all.
There are so many books on so many aspects of the history of the United States, offering such a wide variety of interpretations, that students,
teachers, scholars, and librarians often need help and advice on how to find what they want. The Reader's Guide to American History is
designed to meet that need by adopting a new and constructive approach to the appreciation of this rich historiography. Each of the 600
entries on topics in political, social and economic history describes and evaluates some 6 to 12 books on the topic, providing guidance to the
reader on everything from broad surveys and interpretive works to specialized monographs. The entries are devoted to events and
individuals, as well as broader themes, and are written by a team of well over 200 contributors, all scholars of American history.
An encyclopedia of life on the home front during the two world wars provides biographical profiles, articles on all aspects of life during the era,
chronologies of important events, and primary source documents.
This is a biography of the Second World War hero, US General George S. Patton.

“The best-researched, best-written account [of the Normandy Campaign] I have ever read.”—Drew Middleton, The New York
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Times Book Review One of the most controversial and dangerous military operations in the history of modern warfare, the battle
for Normandy took over two years of planning from each country that made up the Allied forces. Mired to this day in myth and
misconception, untangling the web of work that led to D-Day is nearly as daunting as the work that led to the day itself. Drawing
from declassified documents, personal interviews, diaries, and more, Carlo D’Este uncovers what really happened in Normandy.
From what went right to what went wrong, D’Este takes readers on a journey from the very first moment Prime Minister Churchill
considered an invasion through France to the last battles of World War II. Loaded with photos, maps, and first-hand accounts,
readers can trace the incredible road to victory and the intricate battles in-between. A comprehensive look into the military strategy
surrounding the second World War, Decision in Normandy is an absolute essential for history buffs.
Bitter Victory illuminates a chapter of World War II that has lacked a balanced, full-scale treatment until now. In recounting the
second-largest amphibious operation in military history, Carlo D'Este for the first time reveals the conflicts in planning and the
behind-the-scenes quarrels between top Allied commanders. The book explodes the myth of the Patton-Montgomery rivalry and
exposes how Alexander's inept generalship nearly wrecked the campaign. D'Este documents in chilling detail the series of savage
battles fought against an overmatched but brilliant foe and how the Germans—against overwhelming odds—carried out one of the
greatest strategic withdrawals in history. His controversial narrative depicts for the first time how the Allies bungled their attempt to
cut off the Axis retreat from Sicily, turning what ought to have been a great triumph into a bitter victory that later came to haunt the
Allies in Italy. Using a wealth of original sources, D'Este paints an unforgettable portrait of men at war. From the front lines to the
councils of the Axis and Allied high commands, Bitter Victory offers penetrating reassessments of the men who masterminded the
campaign. Thrilling and authoritative, this is military history on an epic scale.
Americans have been almost constantly at war since 1917. In addition to two world wars, the United States has fought proxy wars,
propaganda wars, and a “war on terror,” among others. But even with the constant presence of war in American life, much of what
Americans remember about those conflicts comes from Hollywood depictions. In War on the Silver Screen Glen Jeansonne and
David Luhrssen vividly demonstrate how war movies have burned the images and impressions of those wars onto the American
psyche more concretely than has the reality of the wars themselves. That is, our feelings about wars are generated less by what
we learn through study and discourse than by powerful cinematic images and dialogue. Films are compressed, intense, and
immediate and often a collective experience rather than a solitary one. Actors and drama provide the visceral impact necessary to
form perceptions of history that are much more enduring than those generated by other media or experiences. War on the Silver
Screen draws on more than a century of films and history, including classics such as All Quiet on the Western Front, Apocalypse
Now, and The Hurt Locker, to examine the legacy of American cinema on twentieth- and twenty-first-century attitudes about war.
This book fills an important gap in the literature of modern warfare by focusing on random elements in warfare often overlooked in
both the planning and execution of military operations—factors that can turn certain success into devastating failure. * Includes the
work of eight distinguished contributors, each an expert in military history * Offers a bibliography of print and online resources for
further reading
By January 1945, Nazi Germany's defeat seemed inevitable yet much fighting remained. The shortest way home for American
troops was towards Berlin. General George S. Patton's Third Army would carve its way into the German heartland, the Fourth
Armored Division once again serving as his vanguard. This companion volume to the author's Patton's Vanguard: The United
States Army Fourth Armored Division covers the final months of combat: the drive to Bitburg; the daring exploitation of the
bridgeheads on the Moselle, Rhine and Main Rivers; Patton's ill-fated raid to rescue his son-in-law from a prisoner of war camp
deep behind enemy lines; the first liberation of a concentration camp on the Western Front; the drive toward Chemnitz; the
controversial push into Czechoslovakia; and the little-known encounter with General Andrey Vlasov's turncoat Russian Liberation
Army.
This Encyclopedia, in three volumes, cover a wide range of general thematic categories, issues and topics that address not only
the geopolitical effects of war, but also show how the United States engagement in national and international conflicts has affected
the social and cultural arena.
This is the authorised biography of one of the most debated, colourful, charismatic, controversial and misunderstood figures ever
to step onto the battlefield. D'Este reveals the private personality of Patton.
One of the greatest screen biographies ever produced, this monumental film runs nearly three hours, won seven Academy Awards, and gave
George C. Scott the greatest role of his career. It was released in 1970 when protest against the Vietnam War still raged at home and abroad,
and many critics and moviegoers struggled to reconcile current events with the movie's glorification of Gen. George S. Patton as a crazybrave genius of World War II. How could a movie so huge in scope and so fascinated by its subject be considered an anti-war film? The
simple truth is that it's not--Patton is less about World War II than about the rise and fall of a man whose life was literally defined by war, and
who felt lost and lonely without the grand-scale pursuit of an enemy. George C. Scott embodies his role so fully, so convincingly, that we can't
help but be drawn to and fascinated by Patton as a man who is simultaneously bound for hell and glory. The film's opening monologue alone
is a masterful display of acting and character analysis, and everything that follows is sheer brilliance on the part of Scott and director Franklin
J. Schaffner. Filmed on an epic scale at literally dozens of European locations, Patton does not embrace war as a noble pursuit, nor does it
deny the reality of war as a breeding ground for heroes. Through the awesome achievement of Scott's performance and the film's grand
ambition, Patton shows all the complexities of a man who accepted his role in life and (like Scott) played it to the hilt.
An outstanding military history that offers a dramatic new perspective on the Allied campaign that began with the invasion of the D-Day
beaches.
Patton's Way is a unique approach to the legend of General George S. Patton, Jr. and his development and application of a unique approach
to modern warfare. Unlike Carlo D'Este's Patton: Genius for War or Stanley Hirshson's General Patton: A Soldier's Life, Patton's Way is not a
biography. Instead, it argues that popular representations of Patton are built on misconceptions and incomplete understandings about his
approach to warfare. Morningstar begins with the mystifying contradiction between the historiographical criticism of Patton's methods and
popular appreciation for his successes. He i.
The U.S. Army evolved into a truly modern fighting force during World War I. When the U.S. entered the war in 1917, the infantry was its
primary offensive arm. Training focused mainly on target practice, bayonet charges and marching drills. Antiquated tactics emphasized
massive attack waves relying on ferocity to achieve battlefield objectives. Heavy casualties resulted when inexperienced American troops
encountered entrenched German veterans trained in the use of modern artillery and machine guns. By war’s end the American Expeditionary
Force had progressed along a bloody learning curve, developing sophisticated techniques—small flexible formations, fire-and-maneuver and
infiltration—for breaking the trench warfare stalemate. Eventually, the AEF integrated new weapons like poison gas, tanks and aircraft into its
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offensive tactics and pioneered the mechanized combined arms warfare still practiced by the U.S. Army. The exploits of the Fifth “Red
Diamond” Division exemplify this critical period of development.
As riveting as the man it portrays, Warlord is a masterful, unsparing portrait of Winston Churchill, one of history’s most fascinating and
influential leaders. Carlo D’Este’s definitive chronicle of Churchill’s crucial role in the major military campaigns of the 20th century, Warlord
uses extensive, untapped archival materials to provide “a very human look at Churchill’s lifelong fascination with soldiering, war, and
command.” (Washington Post)
Fatal Decision is a powerful, dramatic, moving, and ultimately definitive narrative of one of the most desperate campaigns of World War II. In
the winter of 1943-44, Anzio, a small Mediterranean resort and port some thirty-five miles south of Rome, played a crucial role in the fortunes
of World War II as the target of an amphibious Allied landing. The Allies planned to bypass the strong German defenses along the Gustav
Line and at Monte Cassino sixty miles to the southeast, which were holding up the American and British armies and preventing the liberation
of Rome. By taking advantage of Allied command of the sea and air to effect complete surprise, infantry and armored forces landing at Anzio
on January 22 were expected to secure the beachhead and then push inland to cut off the two main highways and railroads supplying the
German forces to the south, either trapping and annihilating the German armies or forcing them to withdraw to the north, thus opening the
way to Rome. But the reality of one of the most desperate campaigns of World War II was bad management, external meddling, poorly
relayed orders, and uncertain leadership. The Anzio beachhead became a death trap, with Allied troops forced to fight for their lives for four
dreadful months. The eventual victory in May 1944 was muted, bitter, and overshadowed by the Allied landings in Normandy on June 6.
Mixing flawless research, drama, and combat with a brilliant narrative voice, Fatal Decision is one of the best histories ever written of a World
War II military campaign.
PattonA Genius for WarHarpercollins
• Covers Canadian Harry Crerar, Briton Miles Dempsey, Frenchman Jean de Lattre de Tassigny, and the Americans Courtney Hodges,
William Simpson, and Alexander Patch • History of the campaign for northwest Europe, including the race across France, the liberation of the
channel ports, the battles of the Huertgen Forest and the Bulge, crossing the Rhine, the climactic battle for Germany, and more • Corrects
the historical misperception that Patton contributed more to victory than other generals • Assesses commanders' individual performances •
Impressively researched in primary and secondary sources • New interpretations and an entertaining narrative will appeal to both general
readers and scholars Through the force of his personality and the headline-grabbing advance of his U.S. Third Army, Gen. George S. Patton
has eclipsed the other six men who, like him, led field armies in the great Allied campaign to liberate northwest Europe in 1944-45. Certain to
rank among the lassics of World War II history like Eisenhower's Lieutenants by Russell Weigley, Patton's Peers presents a masterful
reassessment of the eleven-month struggle from D-Day to Germany's surrender, shedding long-overdue light on the contributions of these
forgotten Allied field army commanders. Seasoned military historian John A. English unearths the vital roles played by these six generals. As
the leader of an army of several hundred thousand troops, each had to plan operations days and eeks in advance, coordinate air support,
assess intelligence, give orders to corps commanders, manage a staff of sometimes difficult subordinates, and deal with superiors like
Eisenhower, Bradley, and Montgomery. Some performed less ably than the rest while others rivaled Patton in their achievements. All deserve
to be lifted from Patton's shadow.
The break out of Normandy at Avranches, the isolation of the Brittany peninsula, the armored thrust across France, the tank battles at
Arracourt that cemented the reputation of the Fourth Armored, the brutal struggle in Lorraine, and ultimately, the legendary drive to Bastogne
are among the topics.".
In the aftermath of World War II, an American lawyer sent to defend Nazi war criminals pursues his hidden agenda--to find the SS officer who
is responsible for his brother's death. Reprint.
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There is no denying that General George S. Patton was one of the heroes of World War II and one of its deciding factors. There is also no
denying that Patton's personal style of commanding troops was fueled by self-aggrandizement, pride, and a sense of entitlement as much as
it was by sound strategizing. In this unflinching look at Patton's storied career, Jim Sudmeier examines both sides of him-the fearless combat
leader and the egomaniac. Were they at odds during the war, or was it this combination that shaped his unique leadership style? In this
extensively researched biography, Sudmeier begins where the seeds of Patton's temperament were planted. Born with every advantage,
Patton was raised to believe that his mission in life was to restore the family honor by winning glory on the battlefield. Sudmeier traces the
start of Patton's narcissistic personality disorder (NPD) through West Point and the Western Front. He sheds light on Patton's past, including
a narrow escape from a court martial for killing one of his own men with a shovel to the head. Sudmeier also shows, however, that Patton's
psyche helped produce incredible victories-triumphs that determined the destiny of the entire world.
Patton’s Way is a unique approach to the legend of General George S. Patton, Jr. and his development and application of a unique
approach to modern warfare. Unlike Carlo D’Este’s Patton: Genius for War or Stanley Hirshson’s General Patton: A Soldier’s Life, Patton’s
Way is not a biography. Instead, it argues that popular representations of Patton are built on misconceptions and incomplete understandings
about his approach to warfare. Morningstar begins with the mystifying contradiction between the historiographical criticism of Patton’s
methods and popular appreciation for his successes. He identifies several schools of thought offering explanations ranging from Patton’s bull
headed leadership to his gambling cavalry style. Yet, the author notes, they all fail to fully comprehend the real Patton. It is the contention of
this book that the secret to Patton’s success was a truly radical and purposely-crafted doctrine he developed over several decades of careful
thought and practice. Morningstar identifies four core principals in Patton’s doctrine: targeting the enemy’s morale through shock; utilizing
highly practiced combined arms mechanized columns; relying on mission tactics and flexible command and control; and employing multilayered and synthesized intelligence systems to identify enemy capabilities and weak spots. These principals directly contradicted official
U.S. Army doctrine in that they rejected the focus on tactical battle, the primacy of infantry, top-down command and control and detailed
orders processes, and intelligence limited to supporting preconceived plans. Because Patton’s methods did not conform to doctrine, they
were not well understood by his peers, resulting in misconceptions both then and now -- misconceptions that led higher command to truncate
Patton’s operations in Tunisia, Sicily, and France. The author uses separate chapters to detail how Patton developed and applied each
principal, before using the breakout from Normandy as a case study to illustrate Patton’s Way in application. The comparison of Patton’s
success to the many instances of stagnation in the European Theater without Patton is startling but the author also recognizes other
campaigns and how they related to Patton’s concepts. In the Chapter 6 the author illustrates the ‘death and resurrection’ of Patton’s ideas
in the US Army. Following World War II both Patton’s teachings and adherents were systematically removed from the Army operations.
Political constraints led to a resurgence of attrition based doctrine and heavy firepower tactics in Korea and Vietnam. Only at the Armor
School at Fort Knox, Kentucky, did Patton’s ideas take root only to blossom in the form of AirLand Battle doctrine towards the end of the
century after a long and interesting route. The author ends by briefly describing the status of Patton’ ideas in the Army today.
The death of General George S. Patton is shrouded in mystery. While officially the result of an unfortunate car accident, the evidence points
to a far more malevolent plot: murder. So says investigative and military journalist Robert K. Wilcox in his book: Target: Patton: The Plot to
Assassinate General George S. Patton. Written like a WWII spy thriller and meticulously researched, Target: Patton leads you through that
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fateful December day in 1945, revealing a chilling plan to assassinate General Patton. Backing up this shocking story with facts, photos, and
eyewitness statements, Wilcox reveals long-hidden documents and accounts that explain how secrets Patton knew; and his strong antiSoviet views;may have cost him his life. Not only does Wilcox reveal how, why, and when, he also names names; exposing little-known
stories and secrets of such key players as General "Wild Bill" Donovan, the storied head of the OSS (the predecessor to the CIA); an OSS
assassin; an Army intelligence agent; and even Josef Stalin himself. Target: Patton challenges readers to look at the evidence and question
the conventional wisdom. After reading it, few will think of General Patton; or the circumstances surrounding his death; in the same way
again.

Offers a detailed look at the life and career of the famous World War II general, and depicts his accomplishments and complex
personality
Patton Forward Observers is a story told by a unique collection of highly trained artillery observers who fought every step of the
war with Patton's famed Third Army. We remember Patton today only through the service of men like these. This is a soldier's
story. Derived from wartime letters and oral histories told by the veterans themselves, we see the classic American Army
experience of World War II--the friendships, courage, terror, carnage, humor and ultimate victory that all part of the Patton
legend--a legend build by soldiers.
Known for his rousing speeches and military triumphs, General George S. Patton, Jr. is one of the most famous military figures in
U.S. history. Yet, he is better known for his profanity than his prayers. Until now. In his new book George S. Patton: Blood, Guts,
and Prayer, author Michael Keane takes readers on a journey through Patton’s career in three parts: his military prowess, his
inspirational bravery, and his faith. Using Patton’s own diaries, speeches, and personal papers, Keane examines the general’s
actions and personality to shed light on his unique and paradoxical persona. From his miraculous near-death experience to his
famous prayer for fair weather, Patton: Blood, Guts, and Prayer recounts the seminal events that contributed to Patton’s personal
and religious beliefs. Comprehensive and inspiring, Patton: Blood, Guts, and Prayer is an extraordinary look at the public and
private life of one of World War II's most storied generals.
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