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This book is about the death of the garment industry
in Nepal and the Maoist-led labour uprising that
followed.
Contemporary forms of capitalism and the state
require close analytic attention to reveal the
conditions of possibility for effective counter-politics.
On the other hand the practice of collective politics
needs to be studied through historical ethnography if
we are to understand what might make people's
actions effective. This book suggests a research
agenda designed to maximize the political leverage
of ordinary people faced with ever more remote
states and technologies that make capitalism
increasingly rapacious. Gavin Smith opens and
closes this series of interlinked essays by proposing
a concise framework for untangling what he calls
"the society of capital" and subsequently a
potentially controversial way of seeing its
contemporary features. This book tackles the
political conundrums of our times and asks what
roles intellectuals might play therein.
Simone Krüger provides an innovative account of the
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transmission of ethnomusicology in European
universities, and explores the ways in which students
experience and make sense of their musical and
extra-musical encounters. By asking questions as to
what students learn about and through world musics
(musically, personally, culturally), Krüger argues that
musical transmission, as a reflector of social and
cultural meaning, can impact on students'
transformations in attitude and perspectives towards
self and other. In doing so, the book advances
current discourse on the politics of musical
representation in university education as well as on
ethnomusicology learning and teaching, and
proposes a model for ethnomusicology pedagogy
that promotes in students a globally, contemporary
and democratically informed sense of all musics.
"I wish the Handbook of Ethnography had been
available to me as a fledgling ethnographer. I would
recommend it for any graduate student who
contemplates a career in the field. Likewise for
experienced ethnographers who would like the
equivalent of a world atlas to help pinpoint their own
locations in the field." - Journal of Contemporary
Ethnography "No self-respecting qualitative
researcher should be without Paul Atkinson's
handbook on ethnography. This really is
encyclopaedic in concept and scope. Many "big
names" in the field have contributed so this has to be
the starting point for anyone looking to understand
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the field in substantive topic, theoretical tradition and
methodology." - SRA News Ethnography is one of
the chief research methods in sociology,
anthropology and other cognate disciplines in the
social sciences. This Handbook provides an
unparalleled, critical guide to its principles and
practice. The volume is organized into three
sections. The first systematically locates
ethnography firmly in its relevant historical and
intellectual contexts. The roots of ethnography are
pinpointed and the pattern of its development is
demonstrated. The second section examines the
contribution of ethnography to major fields of
substantive research. The impact and strengths and
weaknesses of ethnographic method are dealt with
authoritatively and accessibly. The third section
moves on to examine key debates and issues in
ethnography, from the conduct of research through
to contemporary arguments. The result is a landmark
work in the field, which draws on the expertise of an
internationally renowned group of interdisicplinary
scholars. The Handbook of Ethnography provides
readers with a one-stop critical guide to the past,
present and future of ethnography. It will quickly
establish itself as the ethnographer's bible.
Throughout history and in every geographical
location, the rise and fall of industry, which impact
the fate of large populations, are tied to the
development and cultural entanglement of particular
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models that are articulated with political power.
Models are understood as knowledge devices –
expert, theoretical, practical and commonsense –
that are embedded in cultural and social
environments and designed through struggles at
various scales. This book results from the
collaboration of an interdisciplinary team bringing
together specialists in anthropology, geography,
sociology, economics, political science, mathematics
and engineering around the theme of ‘Models and
their Effects on Development Paths’. Based on
empirical research conducted on the heavy
industries, Industry and Work in Contemporary
Capitalism addresses how models that inform the
organization of work and production and are created
by powerful actors may diverge from, overlap with, or
contradict the models articulated by less powerful
actors on the ground, and how they are connected
across material and cultural spaces. Careful
observation of industrial work and production as they
unfold in and across specific localities and affects
people’s livelihoods is complemented by analysis of
how models circulate, through which channels of
power, which institutional entities, which political
connections. This volume explores an extensive
theoretical terrain and a number of empirical cases
that show, from different perspectives, how ideas
about the economy, about work and industry,
materialize in specific practices and interventions
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that affect people’s livelihoods.
How does Europe’s economic crisis affect the ways
in which industry and entrepreneurship are
experienced on a grassroots level? The book offers
an answer to this question by exploring the Italian
jewellery town of Valenza and the downturn of its
principal industry. Through the experiences of its
inhabitants, the study investigates the social role that
jewellery production had in Valenza and provides an
ethnographic account of the crisis the city endures.
This analysis delves into the relationship between a
community and its industry in order to understand
the social and cultural challenges Italy and Europe
will face in the future.
Dark Finance offers one of the first ethnographic
accounts of financial expansion and its political
impacts in Eastern Europe. Following workers,
managers, and investors in the Macedonian
construction sector, Fabio Mattioli shows how
financialization can empower authoritarian
regimes—not by making money accessible to
everyone, but by allowing a small group of oligarchs
to monopolize access to international credit and
promote a cascade of exploitative domestic debt
relations. The landscape of failed deals and
unrealizable dreams that is captured in this book
portrays finance not as a singular, technical process.
Instead, Matttioli argues that finance is a set of
political and economic relations that entangles
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citizens, Eurocrats, and workers in tense paradoxes.
Mattioli traces the origins of illiquidity in the
reorganization of the European project and the
postsocialist perversion of socialist financial
practices—a dangerous mix that hid the Macedonian
regime's weakness behind a façade of urban
renewal and, for a decade, made it seem
omnipresent and invincible. Dark Finance chronicles
how, one bad deal at a time, Macedonia's
authoritarian regime rode a wave of financial
expansion that deepened its reach into Macedonian
society, only to discover that its domination, like all
speculative bubbles, was teetering on the verge of
collapse.
In its assessment of the current state of play of
ethnographic practice in social anthropology, this
volume explores the challenges that changing social
forms and changing understandings of the field pose
to contemporary ethnographic methods. These
challenges include the implications of the remarkable
impact social anthropology is having on neighboring
disciplines such as history, sociology, cultural
studies, human geography and linguistics, as well as
the potential 'costs' of this success for the discipline.
Contributors also discuss how the ethnographic
method is influenced by current institutional contexts
and historical traditions across a range of settings.
Here ethnography is featured less as a
methodological tool-box or technique but rather as a
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subject on which to reflect.
After the Crisis: Anthropological Thought, Neoliberalism
and the Aftermath offers a thought-provoking
examination of the state of contemporary anthropology,
identifying key issues that have confronted the discipline
in recent years and linking them to neoliberalism, and
suggesting how we might do things differently in the
future. The first part of the volume considers how
anthropology has come to resemble, as a result of the
rise of postmodern and poststructural approaches in the
field, key elements of neoliberalism and neoclassical
economics by rejecting the idea of system in favour of
individuals. It also investigates the effect of the economic
crisis on funding and support for higher education and
addresses the sense that anthropology has ‘lost its
way’, with uncertainty over the purpose and future of the
discipline. The second part of the book explores how the
discipline can overcome its difficulties and place itself on
a firmer foundation, suggesting ways that we can
productively combine the debates of the late twentieth
century with a renewed sense that people live their lives
not as individuals, but as enmeshed in webs of
relationship and obligation.
This volume investigates the way in which football
supporters around the world express themselves as
followers of teams, whether they be professional,
amateur or national. The diverse geographical and
cultural array of contributions to this volume highlights
not only the variety of how fans express themselves, but
their commonalities as well. The collection brings
together scholars of North and South America, Europe,
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The collection shows that while every group of fans
around the world has its own characteristics, the role of a
football fan is laced with commonalities, irrespective of
geography or culture. This book was previously
published as a special issue of Soccer and Society.
Although there are plenty of books that discuss the
principles, the philosophy and the techniques of research
in organisations, it is much harder to find information on
what doing research in organisations actually involves in
practice. Yet this is often one of the most challenging,
but also most interesting, aspects of a study. Drawing on
examples and debates from a broad range of disciplines
(such as criminology, education and social anthropology
as well management) Researching Organisations
explores the issues that researchers may encounter
when carrying out fieldwork in organisations. From
getting in to an organisation at the start of the research
to getting out and maybe back again at the end, the book
offers systematic guidance to help researchers navigate
the messy reality of fieldwork. Researching
Organisations is designed for graduate level researchers
who may be undertaking fieldwork for the first time, but
also for those who wish to gain an understanding of
research practice.
In 1900, Sheffield was the tenth largest city in the world.
Cutlery "made in Sheffield" was used across the globe,
and the city built armored plate for the navy in the run-up
to the First World War. Today, however, Sheffield's
derelict Victorian shop floors and industrial buildings are
hidden behind new leisure developments and shopping
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local steel factories, this book combines a lively,
descriptive account with a wide-ranging critique of postindustrial capitalism. Its central argument is that recent
government attempts to engineer Britain's transition to a
post-industrial and classless society have instead
created volatile post-industrial spaces marked by
informal labor, industrial sweatshops and levels of risk
and deprivation that divide citizens along lines of gender,
age, and class. The author discovers a link between
production and reproduction, and demonstrates the
centrality of kinship relations, child and female labor, and
intra-household exchanges to the economic process of
de-industrialization. Paradoxically, government policies
have reinvigorated working-class militancy, spawned
local industrial clusters and re-embedded the economy in
the spatial and social structure of the neighborhood.
Volta Redonda is a Brazilian steel town founded in the
1940s by dictator Getúlio Vargas on an ex-coffee valley
as a powerful symbol of Brazilian modernization. The
city’s economy, and consequently its citizen’s lives,
revolves around the Companha Siderurgica Nacional
(CSN), the biggest industrial complex in Latin America.
Although the glory days of the CSN have long passed,
the company still controls life in Volta Redonda today,
creating as much dispossession as wealth for the
community. Brazilian Steel-Town tells the story of the
people tied to this ailing giant – of their fears, hopes, and
everyday struggles.
An empirical account of one of India’s largest
indigenous populations, this book tells the story of the
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displacement and
governmental control of the region’s forests, which has
crippled their economy. Rather than protesting and
calling for state intervention, the Gonds have turned
toward an informal economy: they not only engage with
flexible forms of work, but also bargain for higher wages
and experience agency and autonomy. Smita Yadav
conceives of this withdrawal from the state in favour of
precarious forms of work as an expression of anarchy by
this marginalized population. Even as she provides rich
detail of the Gonds’ unusual working lives, which
integrate work, labour, and debt practices with ideologies
of family and society, Yadav illustrates the strength
required to maintain dignity when a welfare state has
failed.
The Liminal Worker examines the experience of work,
employment, employment insecurity and precariousness
in a context of high unemployment and welfare state
crisis in modern Greece. A theoretically-informed,
anthropological exploration of the notion of work in
contemporary western society and its relation to
processes of political decision making, this book
challenges the mainstream conception of work as an
economic or purely productive activity, presenting a
comparative analysis of work as a social phenomenon.
Drawing on original empirical research, it explores the
key themes of the transformation, experience, meaning
and narrative of work and its relation to attendant social
policies. A unique examination of the complicated
experience of work and labour relations within power
systems, institutions and organisations, as well as the
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actors facing
precariousness in their daily existence, The Liminal
Worker elaborates upon the notion of the anthropology of
work and investigates the connection between
ethnographic data (and its critical analysis) and the
formation of policy. As such, it will be of interest to
anthropologists, sociologists, policy makers and
geographers concerned with questions of work, labour
relations and policy formation.
This edited collection addresses a growing concern in
Europe and the United States about the future of the
European Union, democratic institutions, and democracy
itself. The current success of right-wing parties—marked
by the adoption of extremist nationalistic rhetoric aimed
to incite fear of the “other” and the use of authoritarian
policies when attaining the majority—is putting pressure
on basic human rights and the rule of law. Eight
sociocultural anthropologists, working in England,
Northern Ireland, Italy, France, Poland, Germany,
Hungary and the United States use varying
methodological and theoretical approaches to inspect a
number of such parties and their supporters, while
assessing the underpinnings of current right-wing
successes in what has heretofore been a recurring postwar cycle. The research collected in Cycles of Hatred
and Rage supports the validity of the above concerns,
and it ultimately suggests that in the current battle
between democratic globalists and authoritarian
nationalists, the outcome is far from clear.
Ethnography has become an important method for
researching and interpreting the social world, not least in
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the field of sport
exercise
studies. Ethnographies
Sport and Exercise Research is the first book to provide
a contemporary overview of the current state of
ethnographic research and its application within sport
and exercise, introducing and explaining a range of wellestablished and emerging ethnographic approaches.
Featuring a heavyweight line-up of sport and exercise
researchers, the book is divided into three parts. The first
considers the methodological and theoretical aspects of
ethnographic research, including: a history of
ethnography in sport and exercise research the definition
of the ethnographic field methods of gathering
ethnographic data methods of representing ethnographic
research. In the second part of the book, a series of
chapter-length case studies, spanning sports from
boxing to fell running and themes from gender to
fandom, demonstrate the challenges and rewards of
ethnographic research in the context of sport and
exercise, helping students and researchers to develop a
solid understanding of qualitative research at both a
theoretical and a practical level. The final part of the
book considers future directions for ethnographic
research, including an evaluation of its place in the
expanding field of study in sport management. A
comprehensive assessment of the statement of
ethnographic research in sport, Ethnographies in Sport
and Exercise Research is invaluable reading for any
research methods course taken as part of a degree
programme in sport and exercise, and a useful reference
for all active researchers.
This volume is an exploration of the ways in which
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political economy
a mode
of analysis moves
anthropology toward a vital, politically engaged form of
scholarship. It advances the understanding of the
struggles of ordinary people in the face of capitalist
change. In the current economic moment when such
changes are tumultuous and the instabilities of capitalism
are starkly revealed, this book responds to the urgent
need for theoretical and methodological approaches for
understanding the forces that shape our contemporary
world. Through ethnographic investigations of the
quotidian, and through the thematic of politics, history
and livelihoods, which distinguish Marxist political
economy in the field of anthropology, the authors here
reveal the increasing complexity of everyday lives. Using
examples derived from fieldwork carried out across
diverse geographical locations, the authors pay particular
attention to historical conditions shaping the peoples’ life
trajectories. In so doing the authors engage critically, and
with differing emphases, with political economy and
Marxism as a mode of inquiry. This book illustrates the
productive tension between observations emerging from
the field and theoretical debates that is generated by
anthropological ethnography.
This book analyses a unique leisure world that has been
built around a newly emerging phenomenon known as
urban exploration; the art of exploring human-made
environments which are generally abandoned or hidden
from sight of the public eye. Drawing on Michel
Foucault’s concept of heterotopia, Bingham provides a
detailed and critical investigation of urban exploration as
a form of leisure that is about the coming together of
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and ‘deviance’, are determined to find a sense of
meaning and belonging. The research considers the
influence of consumer capitalism on urban explorers,
and the wider social, economic and political context that
shapes ideas of belonging and identity in the twenty-first
century. By doing this, the book analyses urban
exploration as an activity that has emerged in a time
when human ideas about culture, individuality and
community have transformed, and ‘solid’ modernity is
gradually disintegrating around us. This multi and
interdisciplinary work will appeal to people with an
interest in ‘abnormal’ or ‘deviant’ leisure, as well as
academics from sociology, anthropology, social
geography, leisure studies, cultural studies, sport and
recreation and tourism.
Acclaim for the first edition: 'The volume is a remarkable
contribution to economic anthropology and will no doubt
be a fundamental tool for students, scholars, and experts
in the sub-discipline.' – Mao Mollona, Journal of the
Royal Anthropological Institute 'This excellent overview
would serve as an excellent text for advanced
undergraduate and graduate-level classroom use. . .
Because of the clarity, conciseness, and accessibility of
the writing, the chapters in this volume likely will be often
cited and recommended to those who want the
alternative and frequently culturally comparative
perspective on economic topics that anthropology
provides. Highly recommended. All academic
levels/libraries.' – K.F. Rambo, Choice The first edition of
this unique Handbook was praised for its substantial and
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anthropologists on economic processes and issues, on
the relationship between economic and non-economic
areas of life and on the conceptual orientations that are
important among economic anthropologists. This
thoroughly revised edition brings those discussions up to
date, and includes an important new section exploring
ways that leading anthropologists have approached the
current economic crisis. Its scope and accessibility make
it useful both to those who are interested in a particular
topic and to those who want to see the breadth and
fruitfulness of an anthropological study of economy. This
comprehensive Handbook will strongly appeal to
undergraduate and post-graduate students in
anthropology, economists interested in social and
cultural dimensions of economic life, and alternative
approaches to economic life, political economists,
political scientists and historians.
This book explores connections between poverty and
migration in the context of the expansion of neoliberalism
in Europe. The last decade has witnessed a massive
movement of people in response to rising inequalities as
a result of political changes and economic reforms
implemented across the continent. As people seek new
opportunities, movement itself becomes part of the
process of generating new inequalities. The chapters in
this volume provide vivid examples of local participation
in such global processes.
This volume addresses the fraught relationship between
market and society in times of social and economic
crisis, exploring how they interact in key social, cultural,
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and political 2009
arenas
on a global
scale. The contributors
examine the neoliberal market in anthropological and
ethnographic terms to question whether “market logic”
has won out against social aspects of human existence
in a framework of minimal state protection and the
devaluation of human labor. Fruitfully combining
empirical data and theoretical approaches, the volume
investigates the extent to which ordinary people accept
unequal allocations of resources and examines their
sense of belonging in an expansive neoliberal economy.
In the first textbook to cover ethnography specific to
criminology, Treadwell guides readers through the
ethnographic research process in full, starting with a
background to criminological ethnography, through
planning and doing an ethnographic project, and finally,
the writing up and reporting stage.
Thirteen papers on significant and fascinating aspects of
the technology and conservation of beadwork, describing
artefacts originating in Europe, Africa, India, South East
Asia and North America. Also highlighted are the
diversity of materials from stone, glass and clay to
modern materials, such as plastics, from which beads
are made.
This concise and accessible introduction establishes the
relevance of cultural anthropology for the modern world
through an integrated, ethnographically informed approach.
The book develops readers’ understanding and engagement
by addressing key issues such as: What it means to be
human The key characteristics of culture as a concept
Relocation and dislocation of peoples The conflict between
political, social and ethnic boundaries The concept of
economic anthropology Cultural Anthropology: 101 includes
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ethnography, as well as a comprehensive bibliography and
index. It is an essential guide for students approaching this
fascinating field for the first time.
Questions of vision and knowledge are central to debates
about the world in which we live. Developing new analytical
approaches toward ways of seeing is a key challenge facing
those working across a wide range of disciplines. How can
visuality be understood on its own terms rather than by
means of established textual frameworks? Visualizing
Anthropology takes up this challenge. Bringing together a
range of perspectives anchored in practice, the book maps
experiments in the forms and techniques of visual enquiry.
The origins of this collection lie in visual anthropology.
Although the field has greatly expanded and diversified, many
of the key debates continue to be focused around the textual
concerns of the mainstream discipline. In seeking to establish
a more genuinely visual anthropology, the editors have
sought to forge links with other kinds of image-based projects.
Ethnography is the shared space of practice. Understood not
as a specialized method but as cultural critique, the book
explores new collaborative possibilities linked to image-based
work.
Focusing on the lived experience of immigration policy and
processes, this volume provides fascinating insights into the
deportation process as it is felt and understood by those
subjected to it. The author presents a rich and innovative
ethnography of deportation and deportability experienced by
migrants convicted of criminal offenses in England and
Wales. The unique perspectives developed here - on due
process in immigration appeals, migrant surveillance and
control, social relations and sense of self, and compliance
and resistance - are important for broader understandings of
border control policy and human rights.
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This book aims
to deconstruct
ethnography to alert
systems
designers, and other stakeholders, to the issues presented by
new approaches that move beyond the studies of ‘work’ and
‘work practice’ within the social sciences (in particular
anthropology and sociology). The theoretical and
methodological apparatus of the social sciences distort the
social and cultural world as lived in and understood by
ordinary members, whose common-sense understandings
shape the actual milieu into which systems are placed and
used. In Deconstructing Ethnography the authors show how
‘new’ calls are returning systems design to ‘old’ and
problematic ways of understanding the social. They argue
that systems design can be appropriately grounded in the
social through the ordinary methods that members use to
order their actions and interactions. This work is written for
post-graduate students and researchers alike, as well as
design practitioners who have an interest in bringing the
social to bear on design in a systematic rather than a
piecemeal way. This is not a ‘how to’ book, but instead
elaborates the foundations upon which the social can be
systematically built into the design of ubiquitous and
interactive systems.
An introduction to work and society for undergraduate and
postgraduate students. This new text brings together
international experts on work and employment from a range
of disciplines to debate key themes and issues related to
work in a globalised economy.
Networks, Labour and Migration among Indian Muslim
Artisans provides an ethnography of life, work and migration
in a North Indian Muslim-dominated woodworking industry. It
traces artisanal connections within the local context, during
migration within India, and to the Gulf, examining how
woodworkers utilise local and transnational networks, based
on identity, religiosity, and affective circulations, to access
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also illustrates how liberalisation, intensifying forms of
marginalisation and incorporation into global production
networks have led to spatial pressures, fragmentation of
artisanal labour, and forms of enclavement that persist
despite geographical mobility and connectedness. By working
across the dialectic of marginality and connectedness,
Thomas Chambers thinks through these complexities and
dualities by providing an ethnographic account that shares
everyday life with artisans and others in the industry.
Descriptive detail is intersected with spatial scales of ‘local’,
‘national’ and ‘international’, with the demands of supply
chains and labour markets within India and abroad, with
structural conditions, and with forms of change and continuity.
Empirically, then, the book provides a detailed account of a
specific locale, but also contributes to broader theoretical
debates centring on theorisations of margins, borders,
connections, networks, embeddedness, neoliberalism,
subjectivities, and economic or social flux.
Crude Domination is an innovative and important book about
a critical topic – oil. While there have been numerous works
about petroleum from 'experience-far' perspectives, there
have been relatively few that have turned the 'experiencenear' ethnographic gaze of anthropology on the topic. Crude
Domination does just this among more peoples and more
places than any other volume. Its chapters investigate
nuances of culture, politics and economics in Africa, Latin
America, and Eurasia as they pertain to petroleum. They
wrestle with the key questions vexing scholars and
practitioners alike: problems of the economic blight of the
resource curse, underdevelopment, democracy, violence and
war. Additionally they address topics that may initially appear
insignificant – such as child witches and lionmen, fighting for
oil when there is no oil, reindeer nomadism, community TV –
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conflict and transformation in petro-states. Based upon these
rich, new worlds of information, the text formulates a novel,
domination approach to the social analysis of oil.
This companion provides an indispensable overview of
contemporary and classical issues in social and cultural
anthropology. Although anthropology has expanded greatly
over time in terms of the diversity of topics in which its
practitioners engage, many of the broad themes and topics at
the heart of anthropological thought remain perennially vital,
such as understanding order and change, diversity and
continuity, and conflict and co-operation in the reproduction of
social life. Bringing together leading scholars in the field, the
contributors to this volume provide us with thoughtful and
fruitful ways of thinking about a number of contemporary and
long-standing arenas of work where both established and
more recent researchers are engaged. The companion
begins by exploring classic topics such as Religion; Rituals;
Language and Culture; Violence; and Gender. This is
followed by a focus on current developments within the
discipline including Human Rights; Globalization; and
Diasporas and Cosmopolitanism. It provides an interesting
and challenging look at the state of current thinking in
anthropology, serving as a rich resource for scholars and
students alike.

At last, an accessible, authoritative, no-nonsense guide
to the key concepts in one of the most widely used
methodologies in social science: Ethnography. This is
not quite an encyclopedia but far more than a dictionary.
This outstanding teaching and research resource is
comprehensive yet brief. It is small and neat, easy to
hold and flick through, and it is exactly what students and
researchers have been waiting for.
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is often
understood as a range of activities, from housing to
urban design, regional development to economic
planning. This volume sees planning differently-as the
negotiation of possibilities that time offers space. It
explores what kind of promise planning offers, how such
a promise is made, and what happens to it through time.
The authors, all leading anthropologists, examine the
time and space, creativity and agency, authority and
responsibility, and conflicting desires that plans attempt
to control. They show how the many people involved with
planning deal with the discrepancies between what is
promised and what is done. The comparative essays
offer insight into the expected and unexpected outcomes
of planning (from visionary utopias to bureaucratic
dystopia or something in-between), how the future is
envisioned at the outset, and what actual work is done
and how it affects people's lives.
This book is a new introduction to the history and
practice of economic anthropology by two leading
authors in the field. They show that anthropologists have
contributed to understanding the three great questions of
modern economic history: development, socialism and
one-world capitalism. In doing so, they connect
economic anthropology to its roots in Western
philosophy, social theory and world history. Up to the
Second World War anthropologists tried and failed to
interest economists in their exotic findings. They then
launched a vigorous debate over whether an approach
taken from economics was appropriate to the study of
non-industrial economies. Since the 1970s, they have
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home as well as abroad. The authors aim to rejuvenate
economic anthropology as a humanistic project at a time
when the global financial crisis has undermined
confidence in free market economics. They argue for the
continued relevance of predecessors such as Marcel
Mauss and Karl Polanyi, while offering an incisive review
of recent work in this field. Economic Anthropology is an
excellent introduction for social science students at all
levels, and it presents general readers with a challenging
perspective on the world economy today. Selected by
Choice as a 2013 Outstanding Academic Title
A study of class and inequality from an anthropological
perspective, bringing together an international team of
researchers.
The past decades have seen significant urban
insurrections worldwide, and this volume analyzes some
of them from an anthropological perspective; it argues
that transformations of urban class relationships must be
approached in a way that is both globally informed and
deeply embedded in local and popular histories, and
contends that every case of urban mobilization should be
understood against its precise context in the global
capitalist transformation. The book examines cases of
mobilization across the globe, and employs a Marxian
class framework, open to the diverse and multi-scalar
dynamics of urban politics, especially struggles for
spatial justice.
Continues on-going presentation of highly engaging
anthropological research. This title contains a range of
broad based and localized topics economic
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perspectives. It addresses questions of how political
economy is articulated through processes of
consumption, production, and evolution.
Everyday life in contemporary rural China is
characterized by an increased sense of moral challenge
and uncertainty. Ordinary people often find themselves
caught between the moral frameworks of capitalism,
Maoism and the Chinese tradition. This ethnographic
study of the village of Zhongba (in Hubei Province,
central China) is an attempt to grasp the ethical
reflexivity of everyday life in rural China. Drawing on
descriptions of village life, interspersed with targeted
theoretical analyses, the author examines how ordinary
people construct their own senses of their lives and their
futures in everyday activities: building houses, working,
celebrating marriages and funerals, gambling and
dealing with local government. The villagers confront
moral uncertainty; they creatively harmonize public
discourse and local practice; and sometimes they
resolve incoherence and unease through the use of
irony. In so doing, they perform everyday ethics and recreate transient moral communities at a time of massive
social dislocation.
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