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What makes philosophy on the continent of Europe
so different and exciting? And why does it have such
a reputation for being 'difficult'? Continental
philosophy was initiated amid the revolutionary
ferment of the 18th century, philosophers such as
Kant and Hegel confronting the extremism of the
time with theories that challenged the very formation
of individual and social consciousness. Covering the
great philosophers of the modern and postmodern
eras – from Nietzsche, Heidegger, Derrida and
Deleuze right to up Agamben and Žižek – and
philosophical movements from German idealism to
deconstruction and feminism – Christopher Kul-Want
and Piero brilliantly elucidate some of the most
thrilling and powerful ideas ever to have been
discussed.
Introducing Continental PhilosophyA Graphic
GuideIcon Books
Diogenes died by holding his breath. Plato allegedly
died of a lice infestation. Diderot choked to death on
an apricot. Nietzsche made a long, soft-brained and
dribbling descent into oblivion after kissing a horse in
Turin. From the self-mocking haikus of Zen masters
on their deathbeds to the last words (gasps) of
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modern-day sages, The Book of Dead Philosophers
chronicles the deaths of almost 200 philosopherstales of weirdness, madness, suicide, murder,
pathos and bad luck. In this elegant and amusing
book, Simon Critchley argues that the question of
what constitutes a 'good death' has been the central
preoccupation of philosophy since ancient times. As
he brilliantly demonstrates, looking at what the great
thinkers have said about death inspires a lifeaffirming enquiry into the meaning and possibility of
human happiness. In learning how to die, we learn
how to live.
Charting his meteoric rise in popularity, Christopher
Kul-Want and Piero explore Zizek's timely analyses
of today's global crises concerning ecology,
mounting poverty, war, civil unrest and revolution.
Covering topics from philosophy and ethics, politics
and ideology, religion and art, to literature, cinema,
corporate marketing, quantum physics and virtual
reality, Introducing Slavoj Zizek deftly explains
Zizek's virtuoso ability to transform apparently
outworn ideologies – Communism, Marxism and
psychoanalysis – into a new theory of freedom and
enjoyment.
In this book, ten experts in philosophy of film explore
the importance of transcendence for cinema as an
art form in the films of the great directors, David
Cronenberg, Karl Theodor Dreyer, Federico Fellini,
Werner Herzog, Stanley Kubrick, David Lynch,
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Terrence Malick, Yasujiro Ozu, and Martin Scorsese.
Capitalism now dominates the globe, both in
economics and ideology, shapes every aspect of our
world and influences everything from laws, wars and
government to interpersonal relationships.
"Introducing Capitalism" tells the story of its
remarkable and often ruthless rise, evolving through
strife and struggle as much as innovation and
enterprise. Tracing capitalism from its beginning to
the present day, Dan Cryan and Sharron Shatil,
alongside Piero's brilliant graphics, look at its
practical and theoretical impact. They cover the
major economic, social and political developments
that shaped the world we live in, such as the rise of
banking, the founding of America and the Opium
Wars.This book explores the leading views for and
against, including thinkers like Adam Smith, Karl
Marx, Theodor Adorno and Milton Friedman,
together with the connections between them and
their historical context. Capitalism has influenced
everything in the 21st-century world. For anyone
who wants to gain a broad understanding of this
fascinating subject, this book cuts across narrow
academic lines to analyse an all-encompassing
feature of modern life.
Walter Benjamin is often considered the key modern
philosopher and critic of modern art.Tracing his
influence on modern aesthetics and cultural history,
Introducing Walter Benjamin highlights his
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commitment to political transformation of the arts as
a means to bring about social change.Benjamin
witnessed first-hand many of the cataclysmic events
of modern European history. He took a critical
stance on the dominant ideologies of Marxism,
Zionism and Technocracy, and his attempt to flee
Nazi Europe ultimately led to his suicide in
1940.With its brilliant combination of words and
images, this is an ideal introduction to one of the
most elusive philosophers.
INTRODUCING guide to the father of existentialism
and one of 20th century philosophy's most famous
characters. Jean-Paul Sartre was once described as
being, next to Charles de Gaulle, the most famous
Frenchman of the 20th century. Between the ending
of the Second World War in 1945 and his death in
1980, Sartre was certainly the most famous French
writer, as well as one of the best-known living
philosophers. Introducing Sartre explains the basic
ideas inspiring his world view, and pays particular
attention to his idea of freedom. It also places his
thinking on literature in the context of the 20th
century debate on its nature and function. It
examines his ideas on Marxism, his enthusiasm for
the student rebellion of 1968, and his support for
movements of national liberation in the Third World.
The book also provides a succinct account of his life,
and especially of the impact which his unusual
childhood had on his attitude towards French
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society.
What do scientists actually do? Is science "value-free"? How
has science evolved through history? Where is science
leading us? "Introducing Philosophy of Science" is a clear and
incisively illustrated map of the big questions underpinning
science. It is essential reading for students, the general
public, and even scientists themselves.
Brilliant illustrated guide to the best-known and most
controversial continental philosopher of the latter 20th
century. Jacques Derrida is the most famous philosopher of
the late 20th century. Yet Derrida has undermined the rules of
philosophy, rejected its methods, broken its procedures and
contaminated it with literary styles of writing. Derrida's
philosophy is a puzzling array of oblique, deviant and yet
rigorous tactics for destabilizing texts, meanings and
identities. 'Deconstruction', as these strategies have been
called, is reviled and celebrated in equal measure.
Introducing Derrida introduces and explains his work, taking
us on an intellectual adventure that disturbs some of our most
comfortable habits of thought.
There is free thought, free choice, the free world - and then
there is free stuff. By tracking the transformations of just one
idea, "free," this book describes an arc of thought through a
"revaluation of values" and offers its critique in the same
gesture.
"Introducing The Enlightenment" is the essential guide to the
giants of the Enlightenment - Voltaire, Diderot, Adam Smith,
Samuel Johnson, Immanuel Kant, Benjamin Franklin, and
Thomas Jefferson. The Enlightenment of the 18th century
was a crucial time in human history - a vast moral, scientific
and political movement, the work of intellectuals across
Europe and the New World, who began to free themselves
from despotism, bigotry and superstition and tried to change
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the world. "Introducing The Enlightenment" is a clear and
accessible introduction to the leading thinkers of the age, the
men and women who believed that rational endeavour could
reveal the secrets of the universe.
Originating in the pioneering work of Gottlob Frege, Bertrand
Russell, G. E. Moore, and Ludwig Wittgenstein in the four
decades around the turn of the twentieth century, analytic
philosophy established itself in various forms in the 1930s.
After the Second World War, it developed further in North
America, in the rest of Europe, and is now growing in
influence as the dominant philosophical tradition right across
the world, from Latin America to East Asia. In this Very Short
Introduction Michael Beaney introduces some of the key
ideas of the founders of analytic philosophy by exploring
certain fundamental philosophical questions and showing
how those ideas can be used in offering answers.
Considering the work of Susan Stebbing, he also explores the
application of analytic philosophy to critical thinking, and
emphasizes the conceptual creativity that lies at the heart of
fruitful analysis. Throughout, Beaney illustrates why clarity of
thinking, precision of expression, and rigour of argumentation
are rightly seen as virtues of analytic philosophy. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
Simon Critchley's Very Short Introduction shows that
Continental philosophy encompasses a distinct set of
philosophical traditions and practices, with a compelling range
of problems all too often ignored by the analytic tradition. He
discusses the ideas and approaches of philosophers such as
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Kant, Hegel, Nietzsche, Husserl, Heidegger, Sartre,
Habermas, Foucault, and Derrida, and introduces key
concepts such as existentialism, nihilism, and
phenomenology by explaining their place in the Continental
tradition. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Romanticism is crucial to an understanding of modern
Western culture. Philosophy, art, literature, music, and politics
were all transformed in the turbulent period between the
French Revolution of 1789 and the Communist Manifesto of
1848. This was the age of the 'Romantic revolution', when
modern attitudes to political and artistic freedom were born.
When we think of Romanticism, flamboyant figures such as
Byron or Shelley instantly spring to mind, but what about
Napoleon or Hegel, Turneror Blake, Wagner or Marx, who
also emerged from this great period of turmoil and change?
Soren Kierkegaard is widely held to be the founder of
existentialism--his faith is ironic, playful and passionate, and
he wrote like a novelist. Written for students of philosophy
and theology, this book brilliantly explains Kierkegaard's life
and thought. 170 illustrations.

Illustrated INTRODUCING guide to the pre-eminent
philosopher of the Enlightenment. Immanuel Kant laid
the foundations of modern Western thought. Every
subsequent major philosopher owes a profound debt to
Kant?s attempts to delimit human reason as an
appropriate object of philosophical enquiry. And yet,
Kant's relentless systematic formalism made him a
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controversial figure in the history of the philosophy that
he helped to shape. Introducing Kant focuses on the
three critiques of Pure Reason, Practical Reason and
Judgement. It describes Kant's main formal concepts:
the relation of mind to sensory experience, the question
of freedom and the law and, above all, the revaluation of
metaphysics. Kant emerges as a diehard rationalist yet
also a Romantic, deeply committed to the power of the
sublime to transform experience. The book explores the
paradoxical nature of his ideas and explains the reasons
for his undiminished importance in contemporary
philosophical debates.
Emmanuel Kant has the distinction of having introduced
a great revolution into philosophy and yet stood the test
of time. He stands as one of the great foundation stones
of modern thought. This book, first published in 1925,
covers Kant’s works essential to his philosophy as a
system, and also illustrates his position in the history of
thought. It is a clear and accurate statement of Kant’s
chief doctrines.
Previous ed. published as: An introduction to Continental
philosophy. 1996.
"Introducing Plato" begins by explaining how
philosophers like Socrates and Pythagoras influenced
Plato's thought. It provides a clear account of Plato's
puzzling theory of knowledge, and explains how this
theory then directed his provocative views on politics,
ethics and individual liberty. It offers detailed critical
commentaries on all of the key doctrines of Platonism,
especially the very odd theory of Forms, and concludes
by revealing how Plato's philosophy stimulated the work
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of important modern thinkers such as Karl Popper,
Martha Nussbaum, and Jacques Derrida.
In Kierkegaard and Modern European Philosophy: An
Introduction Michael Weston argues that, despite being
acknowledged as a precursor to Nietzsche and postNietzschean thinkers such as Heidegger and Derrida,
the radical nature of Kierkegaard's critique of philosophy
has been missed. Weston examines and explains the
metaphysical tradition, as exemplified by Plato and
Hegel, and the post-metaphysical critiques of Nietzsche,
Heidegger and Derrida. He shows how Kierkegaard's
ethical critique of philosophy undermines the former and
escapes the latter. He considers another ethical critique
of philosophy, that of Levinas, before identifying ethics
as the non-philosophical site where philosophy can be
criticised. Kierkegaard and Modern European
Philosophy: An Introduction argues that, by refusing to
allow philosophy jurisdiction over ethics and religion,
Kieregaard's critique applies as much to modern
continental thought as to the metaphysical thought it
seeks to undermine.
Here is a book that reflects the diversity of this great 19th
century thinker.
"Emerging Trends in Continental Philosophy" presents a
comprehensive and accessible analysis of the most
recent developments in European thought. From feminist
thought to environmental philosophy to analytic themes
in Continental philosophy to recent discussions of
citizenship, "Emerging Trends" offers an overview of the
currents animating contemporary Continental philosophy.
The volume focuses on thematic developments rather
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than individual figures, allowing the reader to follow the
threads that weave different thinkers together. Each
essay is written by an expert in the area covered,
displaying the passion of these experts for the fields they
discuss without lapsing into jargon. The volume provides
a broad map of the landscape of recent European
thought as well as the latest thinking from leading
scholars on key themes.
Illustrated guide to the crucial Italian philosopher and
author of The Prince. 'Machiavellian' is a popular byword
for treachery and opportunism. Machiavelli's classic book
on statecraft, The Prince, published over 400 years ago,
remains controversial to this day because of its
electrifying frankness as a practical guide to power. Is it
a how-to manual for dictators, a cynical philosophy of
'the end justifies the means', or a more complex and
subtle analysis of successful government? Machiavelli
was a loyal servant of the Florentine republic. His
opposition to Medici despotism led him to torture on the
rack and exile, and yet he chose as his model for the
Prince the most notorious tyrant, Cesare Borgia.
Introducing Machiavelli traces the colourful life of this
paradoxical realist whose clear-sighted patriotism made
him the first truly modern political scientist. Machiavelli is
seen as central to the postmodern debate on Civil
Society. This book brings the creative turbulence of
Renaissance Italy to life, and presents a compelling
portrait of a key figure of European political history.

Following in the footsteps of the highly successful
Queer: A Graphic History, illustrator Jules Scheele
teams up with Dr Laura Locker in this comic-book
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introduction to the political history of the Land of
Opportunity. How did a political outsider like Trump
win the 2016 presidential election? Why do some
Americans feel so strongly about gun rights? Is there
a role for more than two political parties in the
system? Politics isn’t something that just occurs in
the West Wing or the gleaming Capitol building – it
comes from the interaction between state and
society, the American people living their daily lives.
In this unique graphic guide, we follow modern
citizens as they explore everything from the United
States’ political culture, the Constitution and the
balance of power, to social movements, the role of
the media, and tensions over race, immigration, and
LGBT rights. Step right up, and see what lies
beneath the pageantry and headlines of this great
nation.
Essential illustrated guide to key ideas of political
thought. Philosophers have always asked
fundamental and disturbing questions about politics.
Plato and Aristotle debated the merits of democracy.
The origins of society, the state and government
authority were issues addressed by Hobbes,
Rousseau, Hegel, Marx and many other
philosophers. Introducing Political Philosophy
explains the central concepts of this intriguing
branch of philosophy and presents the major political
theorists from Plato to Foucault. How did
governments get started? Why should they be
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obeyed? Could we live without them? How much
power should they have? Is freedom a right? Which
is the best form of government? In the wake of
consumerism and postmodernism, our need for a
better grasp of political ideas is greater than ever.
Dave Robinson's account of this complex subject is
always clear, informative and accompanied by the
entertainingly inventive illustrations of Judy Groves.
The works of French philosopher Alain Badiou range
from novels, poems, “romanopéras” and popular
political treatises to elaborate philosophical
arguments engaging with mathematical theory.
Throughout all of his writings, there is a staunch
commitment to emancipatory politics and radical
change through fidelity to what he calls the “event”
and its “truth”. Badiou’s famous, or infamous,
philosophy of emancipation is faithful to the
communist truth, the universal idea of a collective
life, but he also claims that “philosophy is always a
biography of the philosopher”. Introducing Alain
Badiou is an elegantly written and crisply illustrated
guide to an essential contemporary thinker.
INTRODUCING guide to the hugely influential
German thinker. Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel is
one of the greatest thinkers of all time. No other
philosopher has had such a profound impact on the
ideas and political events of the 20th century.
Hegel's influential writings on philosophy, politics,
history and art are parts of a larger systematic
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whole. They are also among the most difficult in the
entire literature of philosophy. Introducing Hegel
guides us through a spectacular system of thought
which aimed to make sense of history. The book
also provides new perspectives on contemporary
postmodern debates about 'metanarratives' (Lyotard)
and the 'end of history' (Fukuyama). It is an ideal
introduction to this crucial figure in the history of
philosophy, and is indispensable for anyone trying to
understand such key modern thinkers as Marx,
Lacan, Satre and Adorno.
What is beauty, and what is truth? These are some
of the questions which aesthetics tries to answer. In
our everyday life, we talk about the 'aesthetics' of an
artwork or a piece of design. But aesthetics goes
beyond the simple experience of art. It is also a
branch of philosophy concerned with the whole
nature of experience itself, explored through our
perceptions, feelings and emotions.
Jacques Derrida, the French philosopher, developed
his critical technique known as 'deconstruction'. His
work is associated with ideas surrounding both poststructuralism and post-modern philosophy, and he
was known to have challenged some of the
unquestioned assumptions of our philosophical
tradition. In this Very Short Introduction, Simon
Glendinning explores both the difficulty and
significance of the work of Derrida. He presents
Derrida's challenging ideas as making a significant
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contribution to, and providing a powerful reading of,
our philosophical heritage. Defending Derrida
against many of the charges that were placed
against him, he attempts to show why Derrrida's
work causes such extreme reactions. Glendinning
explains Derrida's distinctive mode of engagement
with our philosophical tradition, and shows that this
is not a merely negative thing. By exploring his most
famous and influential texts, Glendinning shows how
and why Derrida's work of deconstruction is inspired
not by a 'critical frenzy', but by a loving respect for
philosophy. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Richard Appignanesi goes on a personal quest of
Existentialism in its original state. He begins with
Camus' question of suicide: 'Must life have a
meaning to be lived?' Is absurdity at the heart of
Existentialism? Or is Sartre right: is Existentialism
'the least scandalous, most technically austere' of all
teachings? This brilliant Graphic Guide explores
Existentialism in a unique comic book-style.
Meditation, Karma, Zen, Tantric and Nirvana are
some of the many Buddhist ideas Westerners hear
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of frequently, even if their meaning has been lost in
translation. This vast and complex non-theistic
religion is woven into the fabric of Asian civilisations.
from India to the Himalayan regions, China, Vietnam,
Korea, Japan and elsewhere. What is Buddhism
really all about? Introducing Buddha describes the
life and teachings of the Buddha, but it also shows
that enlightenment is a matter of experiencing the
truth individually, and by inspiration which is passed
from teacher to student. Superbly illustrated by Borin
Van Loon, the book illuminates this process through
a rich legacy of stories, explains the practices of
meditation, Taoism and Zen, and goes on to
describe the role of Buddhism in modern Asia and its
growing influence on Western thought.
Philosophers have always enjoyed asking awkward and
provocative questions, such as: What is the nature of
reality? What are human beings really like? What is
special about the human mind and consciousness? Are
we free to choose who we are and what we do? Can we
prove that God exists? Can we be certain about anything
at all? What is truth? Does language provide us with a
true picture of the world? How should we behave
towards each other? Do computers think? "Introducing
Philosophy" is a comprehensive graphic guide to the
thinking of all the significant philosophers of the Western
world from Heraclitus to Derrida. It examines and
explains their key arguments and ideas without being
obscure or solemn. Lively and accessible, it is the perfect
introduction to philosophers and philosophical ideas for
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anyone coming to the subject for the first time.
This book shows how the continental philosophical
tradition developed in the twentieth century in a
philosophically distinct manner. It focuses on the central
philosophical ideas, specifically the core issues in
epistemology and ontology, that constitute this tradition
or approach as distinct.
This book places Michel Foucault's work in its turbulent
philosophical and political context, and critically explores
his mission to expose the links between knowledge and
power in the human sciences, their discourses and
institutions. It explains how Foucault overturned our
assumptions about the experience and perception of
madness, sexuality and criminality, and the often brutal
social practices of confinement, confession and
discipline.
Continental Philosophy: A Contemporary Introduction
looks at the development of the tradition, tracing it back
from Kant to the present day.
What really happens at the most fundamental levels of
nature? Introducing Particle Physics explores the very
frontiers of our knowledge, even showing how particle
physicists are now using theory and experiment to probe
our very concept of what is real. From the earliest history
of the atomic theory through to supersymmetry, microblack holes, dark matter, the Higgs boson, and the
possibly mythical graviton, practising physicist and
CERN contributor Tom Whyntie gives us a mindexpanding tour of cutting-edge science. Featuring
brilliant illustrations from Oliver Pugh, Introducing
Particle Physics is a unique tour through the most
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astonishing and challenging science being undertaken
today.
First published in 2000. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor
& Francis, an informa company.
"Time and Philosophy" presents a detailed survey of
continental thought through an historical account of its
key texts. The common theme taken up in each text is
how philosophical thought should respond to time.
Looking at the development of continental philosophy in
both Europe and America, the philosophers discussed
range from Hegel, Marx, Kierkegaard, Nietzsche,
Husserl, Heidegger, Arendt, Adorno and Horkheimer,
Sartre, de Beauvoir, Foucault, Derrida, to the most
influential thinkers of today, Agamben, Badiou, Butler
and Ranciere. Throughout, the concern is to elucidate
the primary texts for readers coming to them for the first
time. But, beyond this, "Time and Philosophy" aims to
reveal the philosophical rigour which underpins and
connects the history of continental thought.
Derrida is arguably the late 20th century's most famous
philosopher.
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