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Howl On Trial
Written by the woman who loved them all--as wife of Cassady, lover of Kerouac, and friend of
Ginsberg--this riveting and intimate memoir spans one of the most vital eras in twentiethcentury literature and culture, including the explosive successes of Kerouac's On the Road and
Ginsberg's Howl, the flowering of the Beat movement, and the social revolution of the 1960s.
Carolyn Cassady reveals a side of Neal Cassady rarely seen-that of husband and father, a
man who craved respectability, yet could not resist the thrills of a wilder and ultimately more
destructive lifestyle.
A record of the writer's actual dreams is populated by characters from his novels.
One of the longest relationships between a publisher and a writer, documented in an intimate
correspondence spanning their respective careers.
Sylvia Plath's famous collection, as she intended it. When Sylvia Plath died, she not only left
behind a prolific life but also her unpublished literary masterpiece, Ariel. When her husband,
Ted Hughes, first brought this collection to life, it garnered worldwide acclaim, though it wasn't
the draft Sylvia had wanted her readers to see. This facsimile edition restores, for the first time,
Plath's original manuscript -- including handwritten notes -- and her own selection and
arrangement of poems. This edition also includes in facsimile the complete working drafts of
her poem "Ariel," which provide a rare glimpse into the creative process of a beloved writer.
This publication introduces a truer version of Plath's works, and will no doubt alter her legacy
forever. This P.S. edition features an extra 16 pages of insights into the book, including author
interviews, recommended reading, and more.
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Written as a cultural weapon and call to arms, "Howl" touched a nerve in Cold War America
and has been controversial from the day it was first read aloud. This is a critical and historical
study of the work, elucidating the nexus of politics and literature in which it was written.
Featuring the legendary and groundbreaking poem “Howl,” this remarkable volume
showcases a selection of Allen Ginsberg’s poems, songs, essays, letters, journals, and
interviews and contains sixteen pages of his personal photographs. One of the Beat
Generation’s most renowned poets and writers, Allen Ginsberg became internationally famous
not only for his published works but for his actions as a human rights activist who championed
the sexual revolution, human rights, gay liberation, Buddhism and eastern religion, and the
confrontation of societal norms—all before it became fashionable to do so. He was also the
dynamic leader of war protesters, artists, Flower Power hippies, musicians, punks, and political
radicals. The Essential Ginsberg collects a mosaic of materials that displays the full range of
Ginsberg’s mental landscape. His most important poems, songs, essays, letters, journals, and
interviews are displayed in chronological order. His poetic masterpieces, “Howl” and
“Kaddish,” are presented here along with lesser-known and difficult to find songs and prose.
Personal correspondence with William Burroughs and Jack Kerouac is included as well as
photographs—shot and captioned by Ginsberg himself—of his friends and fellow rogues William
Burroughs, Neal Cassady, and more. Through his essays, journals, interviews, and letters, this
definitive volume will inspire readers to delve deeper into a body of work that remains one of
the most impressive literary canons in American history.
Howl on TrialThe Battle for Free ExpressionCity Lights Books
2014 ACKER AWARD WINNER Anyone who cares to understand the literary and cultural
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ferment of America in the later twentieth century must be familiar with the writings and lives of
those scruffy bohemians known as the Beat Generation. In this highly entertaining work, Bill
Morgan, the country’s leading authority on the movement and a man who personally knew
most of the Beats, narrates the history of these writers as primarily a social group of friends,
tracing their origins together during the World War II years to the full blossoming of their
notoriety in the late 1950s to their profound influence on the social upheaval of the 1960s.
Indeed, it is impossible to comprehend the sixties without first grasping the importance of the
social ripples set in motion by the Beats a decade earlier. Although their prose and poetry
varied in style and for the most part did not represent a genuine literary movement, the Beats,
through their words and nonconformist lives, collectively posed a challenge to the staid and
complacent America of the postwar years. They believed in free expression, opposing all
censorship; they dabbled in free love; they practiced Eastern philosophy, leading to an
embrace in America of alternative forms of spirituality; sooner than others, they watched with
dismay the increasingly heavy hand of military and corporate culture in our national life; they
embraced the aspirations, as well as the lingo, of urbanized black Americans. They believed in
the liberating influence of hallucinogenic drugs. In short, the Beats were thoroughly American
in their love of individual freedom. Perhaps it should come as no surprise that J. Edgar Hoover
described them in 1960 as one of the three greatest threats to American security (after
communism and intellectual "eggheads"). The story that Bill Morgan tells has less to do with
sociology than with social mingling. He traces the closely knit friendships of the Beat luminaries
Allen Ginsberg, Jack Kerouac, William S. Burroughs, and the small army of other names.
Although Kerouac, author of the much loved novel On the Road, was the most famous of the
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Beat writers, it was Ginsberg, Morgan contends, who resided at the center of the group and for
more than two decades provided it with cohesion and a sense of direction. The Beats were not
saints. They were sexually irresponsible, undependable in marriage (the movement could in
fact fairly be described as misogynistic); they did too many drugs and consumed too much
booze; the very quality that characterized their lives and writings—a fervent belief in
spontaneity—destroyed some friendships. Indeed, Morgan’s story begins with a murder in New
York’s Riverside Park in 1944. Bill Morgan has provided a sweeping, indispensable story
about these discontented free spirits. We watch their peripatetic lives, their sexual
misadventures, their ambivalent response to fame. We are reminded above all that while their
personal lives may have not have been holy, their typewriters and their lasting words very
much were.

Poems about the City by the Bay by its first official Poet Laureate.
Verbatim transcript of Allen Ginsberg's testimony as witness for the defendants
(United States of America vs. David T. Dellinger, et al.) in the 1969 "Chicago
Seven" trial.
In 1977, twenty years after the publication of his landmark poem 'Howl' and Jack
Kerouac's On the Road, Allen Ginsberg decided it was time to teach a course on
the literary history of the Beat Generation. In The Best Minds of My Generation a compilation of lectures from the course, expertly edited by renowned Beats
scholar, Bill Morgan - Ginsberg gives us the convoluted origin story of the 'Beat'
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idea. Amongst anecdotes of meeting Kerouac, Burroughs and other figures for
the first time, Ginsberg elucidates the importance of music, and particularly jazz
rhythms, to Beat writing, discusses their many influences - literary,
pharmaceutical and spiritual - and paints a portrait of a group who were leading a
literary revolution. A unique document that works both as historical record and
unconventional memoir, The Best Minds of My Generation is a vivid, personal
and eye-opening look at one of the most important literary movements of the
twentieth century.
From the groundbreaking "A Coney Island of the Mind" in 1958 to the personal
epic of "Americus, Book I" in 2003, Ferlinghetti has been the poetic conscience of
America. In this work, he offers--in prose--what poetry is, could be, and should
be.
NOW AVAILABLE AS AN EBOOK! From New York Times bestselling author
Shel Silverstein, the creator of the beloved poetry collections Where the Sidewalk
Ends, Falling Up, and Every Thing On It, comes an imaginative book of poems
and drawings—a favorite of Shel Silverstein fans young and old. This digital
edition also includes twelve poems previously only available in the special edition
hardcover. A Light in the Attic delights with remarkable characters and hilariously
profound poems in a collection readers will return to again and again. Here in the
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attic you will find Backward Bill, Sour Face Ann, the Meehoo with an Exactlywatt,
and the Polar Bear in the Frigidaire. You will talk with Broiled Face, and find out
what happens when Somebody steals your knees, you get caught by the QuickDigesting Gink, a Mountain snores, and They Put a Brassiere on the Camel.
Come on up to the attic of Shel Silverstein and let the light bring you home. And
don't miss these other Shel Silverstein ebooks, The Giving Tree, Where the
Sidewalk Ends, and Falling Up!
This annotated version of Ginsberg's classic is the poet's own re-creation of the
revolutionary work's composition process, along with anecdotes and an intimate
look at the poet's writing techniques.
Follows a young woman forced to flee from the soldiers who have invaded her
forested island home and killed her people, to her arrival on a urban island,
where she witnesses similar abuses.
The kingdom of the royal Stark family faces its ultimate challenge in the onset of
a generation-long winter, the poisonous plots of the rival Lannisters, the
emergence of the Neverborn demons and the arrival of barbarian hordes. 75,000
first printing.
This volume explores the sense and sensibility of madness in literature and the arts. As
madwomen and madmen venture into unchartered or prohibited terrain, they disrupt normalcy.
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Yet, they may also unleash the liberatory and transformative potential of unrestrained
madness.
Great strange visionary poems by the author of Howl, "in the midst of the broken
consciousness of mid-twentieth century . . ." In the midst of the broken consciousness of midtwentieth century suffering anguish of separation from my own body and its natural infinity of
feeling its own self one with all self, I instinctively seeking to reconstitute that blissful union
which I experience so rarely. I took it to be supernatural an gave it holy Name thus made hymn
laments of longing and litanies of triumphancy of Self over mind-illusion mechano-universe of
un-feeling Time in which I saw my self my own mother and my very nation trapped desolate
our worlds of consciousness homeless and at war except for the original trembling of bliss in
breast and belly of every body that nakedness rejected in suits of fear that familiar defenseless
living hurt self which is myself same as all others abandoned scared to own unchanging desire
for each other. These poems almost unconscious to confess the beatific human fact, the
language intuitively chosen as in trance & dream, the rhythms rising on breath from belly thru
breast, the hymn completed in tears, the movement of the physical poetry demanding and
receiving decades of life while chanting Kaddish the names of Death in many worlds the self
seeking the Key to life found at last in our self.
From the famed publisher and poet, author of the million-copy-selling collection A Coney Island
of the Mind, his literary last will and testament -- part autobiography, part summing up, part
Beat-inflected torrent of language and feeling, and all magical. "A volcanic explosion of
personal memories, political rants, social commentary, environmental jeremiads and cultural
analysis all tangled together in one breathless sentence that would make James Joyce proud. .
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." --Ron Charles, The Washington Post In this unapologetically unclassifiable work Lawrence
Ferlinghetti lets loose an exhilarating rush of language to craft what might be termed a closing
statement about his highly significant and productive 99 years on this planet. The "Little Boy" of
the title is Ferlinghetti himself as a child, shuffled from his overburdened mother to his French
aunt to foster childhood with a rich Bronxville family. Service in World War Two (including the DDay landing), graduate work, and a scholar gypsy's vagabond life in Paris followed. These
biographical reminiscences are interweaved with Allen Ginsberg-esque high energy bursts of
raw emotion, rumination, reflection, reminiscence and prognostication on what we may face as
a species on Planet Earth in the future. Little Boy is a magical font of literary lore with allusions
galore, a final repository of hard-earned and durable wisdom, a compositional high wire act
without a net (or all that much punctuation) and just a gas and an inspiration to read.
By the time Lucien Carr stabbed David Kammerer to death on the banks of the Hudson River
in August 1944, it was clear that the hard-partying teenage companion to Jack Kerouac, Allen
Ginsberg, Neal Cassady, and William S. Burroughs might need to reevaluate his life. A twoyear stint in a reformatory straightened out the wayward youth but did little to curb the wild
ways of his friends. MANIA tells the story of this remarkable group—who strained against the
conformity of postwar America, who experimented with drink, drugs, sex, jazz, and literature,
and who yearned to be heard, to remake art and society in their own libertine image. What is
more remarkable than the manic lives they led is that they succeeded—remaking their own
generation and inspiring the ones that followed. From the breakthrough success of Kerouac's
On the Road to the controversy of Ginsberg's Howl and Burroughs' Naked Lunch, the
counterculture was about to go mainstream for the first time, and America would never be the
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same again. Based on more than eight years’ writing and research, Ronald Collins and David
Skover—authors of the highly acclaimed The Trials of Lenny Bruce—bring the stories of these
artists, hipsters, hustlers, and maniacs to life in a dramatic, fast-paced, and often darkly comic
narrative.
In a world where humanity lives in suspended space, children undergo a fishing test when they
come of age. Those with immaculate talents have the possibility of becoming great fishing
masters. In the endless sea, every life is imbued with a sacred mission. There are fish that can
fly, turtles that have absorbed the worldly essence, and whales that can devour the heaven
and earth… There are also countless fishers. Fishing is an art. There is an ancient saying: If you
can't fish, you might as well be bait.
During the course of a career that began in the late 1940s, Lenny Bruce challenged the
sanctity of organized religion and other societal and political conventions and widened the
boundaries of free speech. Critic Ralph Gleason said, “So many taboos have been lifted and
so many comics have rushed through the doors Lenny opened. He utterly changed the world
of comedy.” He died in 1966 at the age of 40. His influence on the worlds of comedy, jazz, and
satire is incalculable, and How to Talk Dirty and Influence People--now republished to coincide
with the 50th anniversary of Lenny Bruce's death--remains a brilliant existential account of his
life and the forces that made him the most important and controversial entertainer in history.
To celebrate the 50th anniversary of Howl and Other Poems, with nearly one million copies in
print, City Lights presents the story of editing, publishing and defending Allen Ginsberg’s
landmark poem within a broader context of obscenity issues and censorship of literary works.
This collection begins with an introduction by publisher Lawrence Ferlinghetti, who shares his
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memories of hearing Howl first read at the 6 Gallery, of his arrest and of the subsequent legal
defense of Howl’s publication. Never-before-published correspondence of Ginsberg,
Ferlinghetti, Kerouac, Gregory Corso, John Hollander, Richard Eberhart and others provides
an in-depth commentary on the poem’s ethical intent and its social significance to the author
and his contemporaries. A section on the public reaction to the trial includes newspaper
reportage, op-ed pieces by Ginsberg and Ferlinghetti and letters to the editor from the public,
which provide fascinating background material on the cultural climate of the mid-1950s. A
timeline of literary censorship in the United States places this battle for free expression in a
historical context. Also included are photographs, transcripts of relevant trial testimony, Judge
Clayton Horn’s decision and its ramifications and a long essay by Albert Bendich, the ACLU
attorney who defended Howl on constitutional grounds. Editor Bill Morgan discusses more
recent challenges to Howl in the late 1980s and how the fight against censorship continues
today in new guises.
Letters, press reports, excerpts from the trial transcript and decision, and other texts document
the 1957 obscenity trial of San Francisco beat poet Allen Ginsburg and looks at censorship in
the United States and the battle against it.

Includes 29 poems revolving around the title, selections written for oral readings with
jazz accompaniment, and 13 previously published poems
Shortlisted for the Forward Prize for Best First Collection 'Impressive . . . tender,
unflinching' Guardian 'This is poetry in the grand tradition of annihiliation by desire. It's
what the young are always learning, and the old, if they are wise, never forget' Anne
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Boyer, author of The Undying 'Brilliant . . . heralds the arrival of a frank and vital poetic
voice' Sharlene Teo, author of Ponti 'Frank and alert . . . an important voice in British
poetry' Eley Williams, author of The Liar's Dictionary 'Direct and heart-breaking' Alex
Dimitrov, author of Love and Other Poems 'A rare thing . . . razor-sharp' Julia Copus,
author of This Rare Spirit: A Life of Charlotte Mew In Rotten Days in Late Summer, Ralf
Webb turns poetry to an examination of the textures of class, youth, adulthood and
death in the working communities of the West Country, from mobile home parks, boyish
factory workers and saleswomen kept on the road for days at a time, to the yearnings of
young love and the complexities of masculinity. Alongside individual poems, three
sequences predominate: a series of 'Love Stories', charting a course through the
dreams, lies and salt-baked limbs of multiple relationships; 'Diagnostics', which tells the
story of the death from cancer of the poet's father; and 'Treetops', a virtuosic long poem
weaving together grief and mental health struggles in an attempt to come to terms with
the overwhelming data of a life. The world of these poems is close, dangerous, lustrous
and difficult: a world in which whole existences are lived in the spin of almostinescapable fates. In searching for the light within it, this prodigious debut collection
announces the arrival of a major new voice in British poetry.
The People v. Ferlinghetti is the story of a rebellious poet, a revolutionary poem, an
intrepid book publisher, and a bookseller unintimidated by federal or local officials.
There is much color in that story: the bizarre twists of the trial, the swagger of the lead
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lawyer, the savvy of the young ACLU lawyer, and the surprise verdict of the Sunday
school teachers who presided as judge. With a novelist’s flair, noted free speech
authorities, Ronald K. L. Collins and David Skover tell the true story of an American
maverick who refused to play it safe and who in the process gave staying power to
freedom of the press in America. The People v. Ferlinghetti will be of interest to anyone
interested the history of free speech in American and the history of the Beat poets.
First published in 1956, Allen Ginsberg's Howl is a prophetic masterpiece—an epic
raging against dehumanizing society that overcame censorship trials and obscenity
charges to become one of the most widely read poems of the century. This annotated
version of Ginsberg's classic is the poet's own re-creation of the revolutionary work's
composition process—as well as a treasure trove of anecdotes, an intimate look at the
poet's writing techniques, and a veritable social history of the 1950s.
"Printer's ink is the greatest explosive."?Lawrence Ferlinghetti Lawrence Ferlinghetti
founded the City Lights publishing house sixty years ago in 1955, launching the press
with his now legendary Pocket Poets Series. First in the series was Pictures of the
Gone World?the only book of his own poems that Ferlinghetti would ever publish at City
Lights. Within a year, he had brought out two more volumes, translations by Kenneth
Rexroth and then poems by Kenneth Patchen. But it was the success and scandal of
number four, Howl & Other Poems by Allen Ginsberg (1956), that put City Lights on the
map, positioning the Pocket Poets Series at the forefront of the literary counterculture.
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A landmark sixtieth anniversary retrospective, this edition is a must-have collection, an
invaluable distillation of the energetic, iconoclastic, and still fresh body of work
represented in the ongoing series. Ferlinghetti has selected three poems from each of
the sixty volumes, including the work of Ginsberg, Jack Kerouac, Gregory Corso, Pier
Paolo Pasolini, Andrei Voznesensky, Vladimir Mayakovsky, Julio Cortázar, Frank
O'Hara, Marie Ponsot, Denise Levertov, Diane di Prima, Robert Duncan, Phillip
Lamantia, Malcolm Lowry, and many more of the Pocket Poets Series innovative,
influential, and often groundbreaking American and international poets. Ferlinghetti
provides a fresh introduction that looks back at the inspiration for the series, why certain
poets were included, and who were the ones that got away. His behind-the-scenes,
personal anecdotes provide priceless insights that shed new light on his vision and his
editorial practices at a time when the Pocket Poets Series was shaping the contours of
poetry's avant-garde.
Beat movement icon and visionary poet, Allen Ginsberg broke boundaries with his
fearless, pyrotechnic verse. The apocalyptic 'Howl' became the subject of an obscenity
trial when it was first published in 1956. Dark, ecstatic and rhapsodic, 'Howl' shows why
Ginsberg was one of the most influential poets of the twentieth century.
Allen Ginsberg was the bard of the beat generation, and Howl, Kaddish and Other
Poems is a collection of his finest work published in Penguin Modern Classics,
including 'Howl', whose vindication at an obscenity trial was a watershed moment in
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twentieth-century history. 'I saw the best minds of my generation destroyed by
madness, starving hysterical naked' Beat movement icon and visionary poet, Allen
Ginsberg broke boundaries with his fearless, pyrotechnic verse. This new collection
brings together the famous poems that made his name as a defining figure of the
counterculture. They include the apocalyptic 'Howl', which became the subject of an
obscenity trial when it was first published in 1956; the moving lament for his dead
mother, 'Kaddish'; the searing indictment of his homeland, 'America'; and the
confessional 'Mescaline'. Dark, ecstatic and rhapsodic, they show why Ginsberg was
one of the most influential poets of the twentieth century. Allen Ginsberg (1926-97) was
an American poet, best known for the poem 'Howl' (1956), celebrating his friends of the
Beat Generation and attacking what he saw as the destructive forces of materialism
and conformity in the United States at the time. He was inducted into the American
Academy of Arts and Letters, was awarded the medal of Chevalier de l'Ordre des Arts
et des Lettres by the French Minister of Culture, won the National Book Award for The
Fall of America and was a co-founder of the Jack Kerouac School of Disembodied
Poetics at the Naropa Institute, the first accredited Buddhist college in the Western
world. If you enjoyed Howl, Kaddish and Other Poems, you might like Jack Kerouac's
On the Road, also available in Penguin Modern Classics. 'The poem that defined a
generation' Guardian on 'Howl' 'He avoids nothing but experiences it to the hilt' William
Carlos Williams
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"'Obscene Odes on the Windows of the Skull': Deconstructing the Howl Trial of 1957"
examines how the obscenity trial around Allen Ginsberg's Howl is remembered, how
that memory is constructed, whom it serves, and what it forgets.
In the first biography of Ginsberg since his death in 1997 and the only one to cover the
entire span of his life, Ginsberg's archivist Bill Morgan draws on his deep knowledge of
Ginsberg's largely unpublished private journals to give readers an unparalleled and
finely detailed portrait of one of America's most famous poets. Morgan sheds new light
on some of the pivotal aspects of Ginsberg's life, including the poet's associations with
other members of the Beat Generation, his complex relationship with his lifelong
partner, Peter Orlovsky, his involvement with Tibetan Buddhism, and above all his
genius for living.
Something is wrong with the souls of Chicago's dead. Ghosts are walking the streets,
and Agent of Death Madeline Black's exasperating boss wants her to figure out why.
And while work is bad enough, Maddy has a plethora of personal problems too. Now
that Gabriel has been assigned as her thrall, their relationship has hit an impasse. At
least her sleazy ex-fiance Nathaniel is out of the picture--or so she thinks...
In the tradition of William Blake, the 18th century English poet whose Illuminated
Poems became a literary classic, quintessential Beat poet Allen Ginsberg and illustrator
Eric Drooker have joined forces to create a book of 50 poems which span Ginsberg's
creative period from 1948 to the present, enchanced by full color and black-and-white
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illustrations.
A tribute to Ginsberg's signature work, which stirred a generation of angel-headed
hipsters to cultural rebellion. In 1956, City Lights, a small San Francisco bookstore,
published Allen Ginsberg's Howl and Other Poems with its trademark black-and-white
cover. The original edition cost seventy-five cents, but there was something priceless
about its eponymous piece. Although it gave a voice to the new generation that came of
age in the conservative years following World War II, the poem also conferred a
strange, subversive power that continues to exert its influence to this day. Ginsberg
went on to become one of the most eminent and celebrated writers of the second half
of the twentieth century, and "Howl" became the critical axis of the worldwide literary,
cultural, and political movement that would be known as the Beat generation. The year
2006 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the publication of "Howl," and The Poem That
Changed America will celebrate and shed new light on this profound cultural work. With
new essays by many of today's most distinguished writers, including Frank Bidart,
Andrei Codrescu, Vivian Gornick, Phillip Lopate, Daphne Merkin, Rick Moody, Robert
Pinsky, and Luc Sante, The Poem That Changed America reveals the pioneering
influence of "Howl" down through the decades and its powerful resonance today.
Published to celebrate forty years of City Lights publishing, which began with the
letterpress printing of this book in 1955. It was Lawrence Ferlinghetti's first book, and it
has been reprinted twenty-one times, having never been out of print. The...
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Written as a cultural weapon and a call to arms, Howl touched a raw nerve in Cold War
America and has been controversial from the day it was first read aloud nearly fifty
years ago. This first full critical and historical study of Howl brilliantly elucidates the
nexus of politics and literature in which it was written and gives striking new portraits of
Allen Ginsberg, Jack Kerouac, and William Burroughs. Drawing from newly released
psychiatric reports on Ginsberg, from interviews with his psychiatrist, Dr. Philip Hicks,
and from the poet's journals, American Scream shows how Howl brought Ginsberg and
the world out of the closet of a repressive society. It also gives the first full accounting of
the literary figures—Eliot, Rimbaud, and Whitman—who influenced Howl, definitively
placing it in the tradition of twentieth-century American poetry for the first time. As he
follows the genesis and the evolution of Howl, Jonah Raskin constructs a vivid picture
of a poet and an era. He illuminates the development of Beat poetry in New York and
San Francisco in the 1950s--focusing on historic occasions such as the first reading of
Howl at Six Gallery in San Francisco in 1955 and the obscenity trial over the poem's
publication. He looks closely at Ginsberg's life, including his relationships with his
parents, friends, and mentors, while he was writing the poem and uses this material to
illuminate the themes of madness, nakedness, and secrecy that pervade Howl. A
captivating look at the cultural climate of the Cold War and at a great American poet,
American Scream finally tells the full story of Howl—a rousing manifesto for a generation
and a classic of twentieth-century literature.
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"By far the best of the many books published about Jack Kerouac's life and work,
accurately and clearly written, with a sure feeling for Jack's own prose."--William S.
Burroughs "Gerald Nicosia's dedicated scholarship in Memory Babe has added
important new material that significantly expands our knowledge of Kerouac and his
literary achievement."--Ann Charters, editor of The Portable Beat Reader
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