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This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United
States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy
and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the
work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality reading
experience, this work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly
blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate
your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping
this knowledge alive and relevant.
Why does so much evil exist, seeing that everything is formed by a God whom all theists are
agreed in naming "good?" Why do the stars move from west to east rather than from east to
west? Why do we exist? why is there anything? (Voltaire) This book gathered two great
philosophers works concerning God and Metaphysical toughts: Spinoza and Leibniz.
Discourse on Metaphysics and Other Essays contains complete translations of the two essays
that constitute the best introductions to Leibniz’s complex thought: Discourse on Metaphysics
of 1686 and Monadology of 1714. These are supplemented with two essays of special interest
to the student of modern philosophy, On the Ultimate Origination of Things of 1697 and the
Preface to his New Essays of 1703-1705. The translations are taken from Leibniz,
Philosophical Essays, edited and translated by Roger Ariew and Daniel Garber (Hackett,
1989).
"I flatter myself that I have learned something by following in the tracks of Plato and others,
and have reached, in one way at least, the serene temples erected by the teachings of the
wise. These temples are built on a foundation of general truths which do not depend on facts
and yet, as I see it, form the key to the knowledge which passes judgment on facts...I have
always striven to uncover the truth that lies buried under and dispersed among the various
philosophical schools, and to bring it into harmony with itself."

The Discourse on Metaphysics (1686) is a short treatise by Leibniz in which he
develops a philosophy concerning physical substance, motion and resistance of bodies,
and God's role within the universe. It is one of the few texts presenting in a consistent
form the earlier philosophy of Leibniz.The Discourse is closely connected to the
epistolary discussion which he carried with Antoine Arnauld. However Leibniz refrained
from sending the full text and it remained unpublished until the mid 19th century.
Arnauld received only an abridged version in 37 points which resumed whole
paragraphs and steered their discussion.The metaphysical considerations proceed from
God to the substantial world and back to the spiritual realm. The starting point for the
work is the conception of God as an absolutely perfect being (I), that God is good but
goodness exists independently of God (a rejection of divine command theory) (II), and
that God has created the world in an ordered and perfect fashion (III-VII).At the time of
its writing Discourse made the controversial claim That the opinions of... scholastic
philosophers are not to be wholly despised (XI). Early work in modern philosophy
during the 17th century were based on a rejection of many of the precepts of medieval
philosophy. Leibniz saw the failures of scholasticism merely as one of rigor. [If] some
careful and meditative mind were to take the trouble to clarify and direct their thoughts
in the manner of analytic geometers, he would find a great treasure of important truths,
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wholly demonstrable.Leibniz claimed that God's omnipotence was in no way impugned
by the thought of evil, but was rather solidified. He endorsed the view that God chose
the best of all possible worlds. In other words, Leibniz believed this world (or reality) to
be the best there possibly could be - taking all facts into account, no better world could
be imagined, even if we believed that we could think of something more
perfect.Leibniz's conception of physical substance is expanded upon in The
Monadology.The Monadology (1714) is one of Leibniz's best known works representing
his later philosophy. It is a short text which sketches in some 90 paragraphs a
metaphysics of simple substances, or monads.Essays of theodicy on the goodness of
God, the freedom of man and the origin of evil, more simply known as Theodicy, is a
book of philosophy. The book, published in 1710, introduced the term theodicy, and its
optimistic approach to the problem of evil is thought to have inspired Candide (albeit
satirically). Much of the work consists of a response to the ideas of Pierre Bayle, with
whom Leibniz carried on a debate for many years.Theodicy was the only book Leibniz
published during his lifetime.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the
original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will
see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been
housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the
work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly
other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as
no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a
reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages,
poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the
public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being
an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
In Discourse on Metaphysics he develops a philosophy concerning physical substance,
motion and resistance of bodies, and God's role within the universe. It is one of the few
texts presenting in a consistent form the earlier philosophy of Leibniz. The Discourse is
closely connected to the epistolary discussion which he carried with Antoine Arnauld.
However Leibniz refrained from sending the full text and it remained unpublished until
the mid 19th century. The metaphysical considerations proceed from God to the
substantial world and back to the spiritual realm. The starting point for the work is the
conception of God as an absolutely perfect being (I), that God is good but goodness
exists independently of God (a rejection of divine command theory) (II), and that God
has created the world in an ordered and perfect fashion (III-VII).
The Discourse on Metaphysics is one of Leibniz's fundamental works. Written around
January 1686, it is the most accomplished systematic expression of Leibniz's
philosophy in the 1680s, the period in which Leibniz's philosophy reached maturity.
Leibniz's goal in the Discourse is to give a metaphysics for Christianity; that is, to
provide the answers that he believes Christians should give to the basic metaphysical
questions. Why does the world exist? What is the world like? What kinds of things
exist? And what is the place of human beings in the world? To this purpose Leibniz
discusses some of the most traditional topics of metaphysics, such as the nature of
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God, the purpose of God in creating the world, the nature of substance, the possibility
of miracles, the nature of our knowledge, free will, and the justice behind salvation and
damnation. This volume provides a new translation of the Discourse, complete with a
critical introduction and a comprehensive philosophical commentary.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original
artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the
original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our
most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the
public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United
States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a
copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may
contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you
for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
This is an edition of what are arguably Leibniz’s three most important presentations of his
metaphysical system: the Discourse on Metaphysics, from 1686, and The Principles of Nature
and of Grace and The Monadology, from 1714. Based on the Latta and Montgomery
translations and revised by the editor, these texts set out the essentials of Leibniz’s mature
metaphysical views. The edition includes an introductory essay and a set of appendices of
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century texts, which help illuminate and contextualize Leibniz’s
ideas. Among these are extensive passages from Leibniz’s Theodicy, many of which are cited
in The Monadology.
Two of the 17th-century thinker's most studied works: Discourse on Metaphysics, in which he
explains why this is the best of all possible worlds, and The Monadology, a concise synopsis of
his mature philosophy.
Discourse on Metaphysics - Leibniz - Translated by George R. Montgomery - Discours de
metaphysique. The Discourse on Metaphysics is a short treatise by Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz
in which he develops a philosophy concerning physical substance, motion and resistance of
bodies, and God's role within the universe. It is one of the few texts presenting in a consistent
form the earlier philosophy of Leibniz. The Discourse is closely connected to the epistolary
discussion which he carried with Antoine Arnauld. However Leibniz refrained from sending the
full text and it remained unpublished until the mid 19th century. Arnauld received only an
abridged version in 37 points which resumed whole paragraphs and steered their discussion.
Gottfried Wilhelm (von) Leibniz, 1 July 1646 - November 14, 1716, was a German polymath
and philosopher who occupies a prominent place in the history of mathematics and the history
of philosophy, having developed differential and integral calculus independently of Isaac
Newton. Leibniz's notation has been widely used ever since it was published. It was only in the
20th century that his Law of Continuity and Transcendental Law of Homogeneity found
mathematical implementation (by means of non-standard analysis)."

"This is the best of all possible worlds." Discourse on Metaphysics and Other Writings is
a short treatise in whichLeibniz develops philosophy concerning physical substance,
motion and resistance of bodies, and God's role within the universe. . Gottfried Wilhelm
Leibniz (1646-1716) was an influential German polymath and one of the most important
natural philosophers and mathematicians of the Age of Enlightenment.
Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We have not used OCR(Optical
Character Recognition), as this leads to bad quality books with introduced typos. (2) In
books where there are images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc We have
Page 3/6

Download File PDF Discourse On Metaphysics And Other Essays Hackett
Classics
endeavoured to keep the quality of these images, so they represent accurately the
original artefact. Although occasionally there may be certain imperfections with these
old texts, we feel they deserve to be made available for future generations to enjoy.
Excerpt from Discourse on Metaphysics: Correspondence With Arnauld, and
Monadology Therefore I am far removed from the opinion of those who maintain that
there are no principles of goodness or perfection in the nature of things, or in the ideas
which God has about them, and who say that the works of God are good only through
'he formal reason that God has made them. If this position were true, God, knowing that
he is the author of things, would not have to regard them afterwards and find them
good, as the Holy Scrip ture witnesses. Such anthropological expressions are used only
to let us know that excellence is recognized in regarding the works themselves, even if
we do not consider their evident dependence on their author. This is confirmed by the
fact that it is in re?ecting upon the works that we are able to discover the one who
wrought. They must there fore bear in themselves his character. I confess that the
contrary Opinion seems to me extremely dangerous and closely approaches that of
recent innovators who hold that the beauty of the universe and the goodness which we
attribute to the works of God are chimeras of human beings who think of God in human
terms. In saying, therefore, that things are not good according to any standard of
goodness, but simply by the will of God, it seems. About the Publisher Forgotten Books
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work.
Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work,
preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In
rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be
replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of
such historical works.
Vol. 3 in the Series: Philosophical References - Bilingual Edition: English / FrenchIn this
new version:1- English text. Annotation: LEIBNIZ BY HEGEL, extract from "LECTURES
ON HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY" / Part Three: Modern Philosophy / Section Two:
Period of the Thinking Understanding / Chapter I. - The Metaphysics of the
Understanding / C 1. LEIBNITZ.2- French text.About the Series: Philosophical
Reference Bilingual Edition: English / FrenchVol. 1. The Meditations (Annotated by
Hegel) Les Méditations by René Descartes.Vol. 2. Ethics (Annotated by Hegel) /
Éthique by Spinoza.Vol. 3. Discourse on Metaphysics - The Monadology (Annotated by
Hegel) / Discours de Métaphysique - La Monadologie Gottfried Wilhelm (von) Leibniz
(1646 - 1716) was a prominent German polymath and one of the most important
logicians, mathematicians and natural philosophers of the Enlightenment.The
Discourse on Metaphysics (French: Discours de Métaphysique, 1686) is a short treatise
by Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz in which he develops a philosophy concerning physical
substance, motion and resistance of bodies, and God's role within the universe. It is
one of the few texts presenting in a consistent form the earlier philosophy of Leibniz.
The Discourse is closely connected to the epistolary discussion which he carried with
Antoine Arnauld. However Leibniz refrained from sending the full text and it remained
unpublished until the mid 19th century. Arnauld received only an abridged version in 37
points which resumed whole paragraphs and steered their discussion. The
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metaphysical considerations proceed from God to the substantial world and back to the
spiritual realm. The starting point for the work is the conception of God as an absolutely
perfect being (I), that God is good but goodness exists independently of God (a
rejection of divine command theory) (II), and that God has created the world in an
ordered and perfect fashion (III-VII). At the time of its writing Discourse made the
controversial claim That the opinions of... scholastic philosophers are not to be wholly
despised (XI). Early work in modern philosophy during the 17th century were based on
a rejection of many of the precepts of medieval philosophy. Leibniz saw the failures of
scholasticism merely as one of rigor. [If] some careful and meditative mind were to take
the trouble to clarify and direct their thoughts in the manner of analytic geometers, he
would find a great treasure of important truths, wholly demonstrable. Leibniz claimed
that God's omnipotence was in no way impugned by the thought of evil, but was rather
solidified. He endorsed the view that God chose the best of all possible worlds. In other
words, Leibniz believed this world (or reality) to be the best there possibly could be taking all facts into account, no better world could be imagined, even if we believed that
we could think of something more perfect. Leibniz's conception of physical substance is
expanded upon in The Monadology.The Monadology (French: La Monadologie, 1714)
is one of Gottfried Leibniz's best known works representing his later philosophy. It is a
short text which sketches in some 90 paragraphs a metaphysics of simple substances,
or monads.The monad, the word and the idea, belongs to the Western philosophical
tradition and has been used by various authors. Leibniz, who was exceptionally well
read, could not have ignored this, but he did not use it himself until mid-1696 when he
was sending for print his New System. Apparently he found with it a convenient way to
expose his own philosophy as it was elaborated in this period. What he proposed can
be seen as a modification of occasionalism developed by latter-day Cartesians. Leibniz
surmised that there are indefinitely many substances individually 'programmed' to act in
a predetermined way, each substance being coordinated with all the others. This is the
pre-established harmony which solved the mind-body problem.

Discourse on Metaphysics and Other Essays contains complete translations of
the two essays that constitute the best introductions to Leibniz's complex
thought: Discourse on Metaphysics of 1686 and Monadology of 1714. These are
supplemented with two essays of special interest to the student of modern
philosophy, On the Ultimate Origination of Things of 1697 and the Preface to his
New Essays of 1703-1705. The translations are taken from Leibniz, Philosophical
Essays, edited and translated by Roger Ariew and Daniel Garber (Hackett,
1989).
Discourse on Metaphysics and Other EssaysHackett Publishing
Discourse on MetaphysicsGottfried Wilhelm LeibnizTranslated by George R.
MontgomeryThe Discourse on Metaphysics (French: Discours de mtaphysique,
1686) is a short treatise by Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz in which he develops a
philosophy concerning physical substance, motion and resistance of bodies, and
God's role within the universe. It is one of the few texts presenting in a consistent
form the earlier philosophy of Leibniz.The Discourse is closely connected to the
epistolary discussion which he carried with Antoine Arnauld. However Leibniz
refrained from sending the full text and it remained unpublished until the mid 19th
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century. Arnauld received only an abridged version in 37 points which resumed
whole paragraphs and steered their discussion.The metaphysical considerations
proceed from God to the substantial world and back to the spiritual realm. The
starting point for the work is the conception of God as an absolutely perfect being
(I), that God is good but goodness exists independently of God (a rejection of
divine command theory) (II), and that God has created the world in an ordered
and perfect fashion (III-VII).At the time of its writing Discourse made the
controversial claim That the opinions of... scholastic philosophers are not to be
wholly despised (XI). Early work in modern philosophy during the 17th century
were based on a rejection of many of the precepts of medieval philosophy.
Leibniz saw the failures of scholasticism merely as one of rigor. [If] some careful
and meditative mind were to take the trouble to clarify and direct their thoughts in
the manner of analytic geometers, he would find a great treasure of important
truths, wholly demonstrable.
This Is A New Release Of The Original 1902 Edition.
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