Read PDF Critical Perspectives In Public Health

Critical Perspectives In Public Health
This original and insightful reader provides a critical stock take of the state of user involvement and will be an important resource
for students studying health and social care and social work, researchers and user activists.
This volume provides the theoretical, methodological, and praxis-driven issues in research on interpretive, critical, and cultural
approaches to health communication. It includes an international collection of contributors, and highlights non-traditional (nonWestern) perspectives on health communication.
Over the last forty years, there have been numerous attempts to critique the theory and practice of mental health care. Taking its
lead from anti-psychiatry, Critical Perspectives on Mental Health seeks to explore and evaluate the claims of mainstream mental
health ideologies and to establish what implications the critiques of these perspectives have for practice. This text will be essential
reading for students and those working in the social work and mental health care professions.
This edited volume brings together the perspectives of a diverse group of international scholars to explore the intersections of
study abroad and social mobility. In doing so, it challenges universalist assumptions and power imbalances implicit in study abroad
across the Global North and South, and explores the implications of COVID-19 for equity within study abroad programs, policy,
and practice going forward. Offering empirical, theoretical, and conceptual contributions, Critical Perspectives on Equity and Social
Mobility in Study Abroad foregrounds critical reflection on the stratification of access to study abroad and examines the varied
outcomes of international study in relation to graduates' entry into domestic and international labor markets. Focusing on the
experiences and outcomes of students from varied backgrounds, chapters identify a number of power imbalances relating to
student race, ethnicity, religion, local and international policies and politics, and put forward valuable recommendations to ensure
greater equity within the field. Against the backdrop of growing criticism over the power imbalances in international exchange, this
text will benefit researchers, academics, and educators with an interest in higher education, international and comparative
education, and multicultural education. Those interested in educational policy and the sociology of education more broadly will also
benefit from this book.
Philosophy and the Sciences of Exercise, Health and Sport is a unique interdisciplinary study that calls on researchers in these
disciplines to reflect more critically on the nature and aims of scientific enquiry. In doing so, the book questions the underlying
assumptions and development of science itself. Written by a range of internationally respected philosophers, scientists and social
scientists, each chapter addresses a key issue in research methodology. Questions asked by the authors include: Do natural and
social scientists need to understand the philosophy of science? Are statistics misused in sport and exercise science research? Is
sport science research gender-biased? How do external and commercial interests skew professional guidelines in health and sport
reserach? Should scientists focus their attention on confirmation of theories, or on attempts to falsify them? Philosophy and the
Sciences of Exercise, Health and Sport serves notice to exercise, health and sport researchers to think more philosophically about
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their subject and its scientific bases. It is essential reading for postgraduate researchers seeking to establish a sound theoretical
foundation for their work.
This book analyses the effectiveness of district administration from critical management perspective. Using classical organizational
theory and leadership competency framework, the authors conducted a comparative study of two exemplary districts with
distinctive traits in India ? a rural district in the developed state of Maharashtra and an urban district from the underdeveloped state
of Madhya Pradesh. The book delves into the dynamics of district administration by breaking down the processes further and
mapping the role of the district magistrates on the UNDP competency framework. Given the changing scope and challenges of
public service, this comparative analysis of the two districts would provide insights into district administration and would be of
significant relevance to administrators and management professionals across the globe in assessing their effectiveness. The book
provides an eclectic framework for public administration from an overall sustainability perspective
The conceptualization of dementia has changed dramatically in recent years with the claim that, through early detection and by
controlling several risk factors, a prevention of dementia is possible. Although encouraging and providing hope against this feared
condition, this claim is open to scrutiny. This volume looks at how this new conceptualization ignores many of the factors which
influence a dementia sufferers’ prognosis, including their history with education, food and exercise as well as their living in
different epistemic cultures. The central aim is to question the concept of prevention and analyze its impact on aging people and
aging societies.
Health Education: Critical perspectives provides a socio-cultural and critical approach to health education. The book draws
together international experts in the fields of health and education who deconstruct contemporary discourses and practices, and reimagine a health education that both connects with young people and offers a way forward in addressing issues of health and
wellbeing. Chapters within specifically link academic work on neoliberalism, healthism, risk and the body to wider discourses of
health and health education. They challenge current practices and call for a re-thinking of current health programs in education
settings. A unique feature of this book is the analyses of health education from both political and applied levels across a range of
international contexts. The book is divided into three sections: the social and political contexts informing health education how
individual health issues (sexuality, alcohol, mental health, the body and obesity, nutrition) articulate in education in complex ways
alternative ways to think about health and health education pedagogy. The overall theme of the book offers a perspective that the
current approach to health education – promoting a fear of ill health, self-surveillance and individual responsibility – can become a
form of health fascism, and we need to be cognisant of this potential and its consequences for young people. The book will be of
key interest to academics and researchers exploring the political context of health education.
This book is intended as a core textbook for courses in public health that examines current issues in health from a social and
behavioral science perspective. It is a cross-disciplinary course (public health, medical sociology, health psychology, medical
anthropology) and thus there are many ways to teach the course based on a particular instructor's perspective. The authors wrote
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the book because they were dissatisfied with the way other texts apply social science to public health and found that many texts
being used were from related fields such as medicine, nursing or general health.The authors are planning to do a major revision
based on reviews they have collected and the reviews we have collected. We believe the revised edition will essentially be a new
text based on rich feedback. They will include new theory, new cases, new research, and a rich ancillary package. They will also
reduce the frameworks presented to make the book more readable to students.
This book focuses on food policy, and its relationship to public health, as an increasingly important issue in today’s society.
Contributors highlight the lack of global regulation in the food supply chain and explore the common tendency to leave regulation
to markets and to individual consumer decisions. In a period where there is growing concern about the sustainability of
contemporary food systems, this book considers the inadequate response made to issues of food waste where solutions in high
income countries are dependent on lifestyle and consumer behaviour. It offers an insight in to the importance of people’s
everyday lives in relation to policies on public health, food and sustainability. The text demonstrates the corrosive impact of social
inequality, and the futility of identifying lower income consumers as flawed when aiming for food policies that seek to achieve
improvements in public health. Factors such as technological developments, ecological concerns and international trade are also
taken in to account. This book was originally published as a special issue of Critical Public Health.
Phil Brown has designed this book to make discussion of the issues of medical sociology interesting, accessible, & challenging.
This book explores the concept of ‘critical’ public health, at a point when many of its core concerns appear to have moved to the
mainstream of health policy. Issues such as addressing health inequalities and their socioeconomic determinants, and the
inclusion of public voices in policy-making, are now emerging as key policy aims for health systems across Europe and North
America. Combining analytical introductory chapters, edited versions of influential articles from the journal Critical Public Health
and specially commissioned review articles, this volume examines the contemporary roles of ‘critical voices’ in public health
research and practice from a range of disciplines and contexts. The book covers many of the pressing concerns for public health
practitioners and researchers including: the implications of new genetic technologies for public health the impact of globalization
on local practice the politics of citizen participation in health programmes the impact of car-centred transport systems on health the
ethics of evaluation methods and the persistence of health inequalities. Critical Perspectives in Public Health is organized into
sections covering four key themes in public health: social inequalities; evidence for practice; globalization; technologies and the
environment. With contributions from a range of countries including the United States, Canada, the UK, Australia and South Africa,
it provides an accessible overview for students, practitioners and researchers in public health, health promotion, health policy and
related fields.
This ground-breaking volume considers what it means to make claims of disability membership in view of the robust Disability
Rights movement, the rich areas of academic inquiry into disability, increased philosophical attention to the nature and significance
of disability, a vibrant disability culture and disability arts movement, and advances in biomedical science and technology. By
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focusing on the statement, "We are all disabled", the book explores the following questions: What are the philosophical, political,
and practical implications of making this claim? What conceptions of disability underlie it? When, if ever, is this claim justified, and
when or why might it be problematic or harmful? What are the implications of claiming "we are all disabled" amidst this global
COVID-19 pandemic? These critical reflections on the boundaries of disability include perspectives from the humanities, social
sciences, law, and the arts. In exploring the boundaries of disability, and the ways in which these lines are drawn theoretically,
legally, medically, socially, and culturally, the authors in this volume challenge particular conceptions of disability, expand the
meaning and significance of the term, and consider the implications of claiming disability as an identity. It will be of interest to a
broad audience, including disability scholars, advocates and activists, philosophers and historians of disability, moral theorists,
clinicians, legal scholars, and artists.
Protecting and promoting health is inherently a political endeavor that requires a sophisticated understanding of the distribution
and use of power. Yet while the global nature of health is widely recognized, its political nature is less well understood. In recent
decades, the interdisciplinary field of global health politics has emerged to demonstrate the interconnections of health and core
political topics, including foreign and security policy, trade, economics, and development. Today a growing body of scholarship
examines how the global health landscape has both shaped and been shaped by political actors and structures. The Oxford
Handbook of Global Health Politics provides an authoritative overview and assessment of research on this important and
complicated subject. The volume is motivated by two arguments. First, health is not simply a technical subject, requiring evidencebased solutions to real-world problems, but an arena of political contestation where norms, values, and interests also compete and
collide. Second, globalization has fundamentally changed the nature of health politics in terms of the ideas, interests, and
institutions involved. The volume comprises more than 30 chapters by leading experts in global health and politics. Each chaper
provides an overview of the state of the art on a given theoretical perspective, major actor, or global health issue. The Handbook
offers both an excellent introduction to scholars new to the field and also an invaluable teaching and research resource for experts
seeking to understand global health politics and its future directions.
Critical Perspectives in Public HealthRoutledge
The rise of digital health technologies is, for some, a panacea to many of the medical and public health challenges we face today.
This is the first book to articulate a critical response to the techno-utopian and entrepreneurial vision of the digital health
phenomenon. Deborah Lupton, internationally renowned for her scholarship on the sociocultural and political aspects of medicine
and health as well as digital technologies, addresses a range of compelling issues about the interests digital health represents,
and its unintended effects on patients, doctors and how we conceive of public health and healthcare delivery. Bringing together
social and cultural theory with empirical research, the book challenges apolitical approaches to examine the impact new
technologies have on social justice, and the implication for social and economic inequalities. Lupton considers how self-tracking
devices change the patient-doctor relationship, and how the digitisation and gamification of healthcare through apps and other
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software affects the way we perceive and respond to our bodies. She asks which commercial interests enable different groups to
communicate more widely, and how the personal data generated from digital encounters are exploited. Considering the lived
experience of digital health technologies, including their emotional and sensory dimensions, the book also assesses their broader
impact on medical and public health knowledges, power relations and work practices. Relevant to students and researchers
interested in medicine and public health across sociology, psychology, anthropology, new media and cultural studies, as well as
policy makers and professionals in the field, this is a timely contribution on an important issue.
The collection provides a comparative analysis of relevant health policies and laws in Nigeria, such as reproductive and sexual
health policy, organ donation and transplantation, abortion and assisted conception, with those in the United Kingdom, United
States, Canada and South Africa. It critically examines the duties and rights of physicians, patients, health institutions and
organizations, and government parastatals against the backdrop of increased awareness of rights among patient populations. The
subjects, which are discussed from a legal, ethical and policy-reform perspective, critique current legislation and policies and make
suggestions for reform.
This volume is an important contribution to our understanding of global pandemics in general and Covid-19 in particular. It brings
together the reflections of leading social and political scientists who are interested in the implications and significance of the
current crisis for politics and society. The chapters provide both analysis of the social and political dimensions of the Coronavirus
pandemic and historical contextualization as well as perspectives beyond the crisis. The volume seeks to focus on Covid-19 not
simply as the terrain of epidemiology or public health, but as raising fundamental questions about the nature of social, economic
and political processes. The problems of contemporary societies have become intensified as a result of the pandemic.
Understanding the pandemic is as much a sociological question as it is a biological one, since viral infections are transmitted
through social interaction. In many ways, the pandemic poses fundamental existential as well as political questions about social
life as well as exposing many of the inequalities in contemporary societies. As the chapters in this volume show, epidemiological
issues and sociological problems are elucidated in many ways around the themes of power, politics, security, suffering, equality
and justice. This is a cutting edge and accessible volume on the Covid-19 pandemic with chapters on topics such as the nature
and limits of expertise, democratization, emergency government, digitalization, social justice, globalization, capitalist crisis, and the
ecological crisis. Contents Notes on Contributors Preface Gerard Delanty 1. Introduction: The Pandemic in Historical and Global
Context Part 1 Politics, Experts and the State Claus Offe 2. Corona Pandemic Policy: Exploratory Notes on its ‘Epistemic
Regime’ Stephen Turner 3. The Naked State: What the Breakdown of Normality Reveals Jan Zielonka 4. Who Should be in
Charge of Pandemics? Scientists or Politicians? Jonathan White 5. Emergency Europe after Covid-19 Daniel Innerarity 6. Political
Decision-Making in a Pandemic Part 2 Globalization, History and the Future Helga Nowotny 7. In AI We Trust: How the COVID-19
Pandemic Pushes us Deeper into Digitalization Eva Horn 8. Tipping Points: The Anthropocene and COVID-19 Bryan S. Turner 9.
The Political Theology of Covid-19: a Comparative History of Human Responses to Catastrophes Daniel Chernilo 10. Another
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Globalisation: Covid-19 and the Cosmopolitan Imagination Frédéric Vandenberghe & Jean-Francois Véran 11. The Pandemic as a
Global Total Social Fact Part 3 The Social and Alternatives Sylvia Walby 12. Social Theory and COVID: Including Social
Democracy Donatella della Porta 13. Progressive Social Movements, Democracy and the Pandemic Sonja Avlijaš 14. Security for
Whom? Inequality and Human Dignity in Times of the Pandemic Albena Azmanova 15. Battlegrounds of Justice: The Pandemic
and What Really Grieves the 99% Index
How might we best manage those who have offended but have mental vulnerabilities? How are risks identified, managed and
minimised? What are ideological differences of care and control, punishment and therapy negotiated in practice? These questions
are just some which are debated in the eleven chapters of this book. Each with their focus on a given area, authors raise the
challenges, controversies, dilemmas and concerns attached to this particular context of delivering justice. Taking insights on
imprisonment, community punishments and forensic services, this book provides a broad analysis of environments. But it also
casts a critical light on how punishment of the mentally vulnerable sits within public attitudes and ideas, policy discourses, and the
ways in which those seen to present as risky and dangerous are imagined. Written in a clear and direct style, this book serves as a
valuable resource for those studying, working or researching at the intersections of healthcare and criminal justice domains. This
book is essential reading for students and practitioners within the fields of criminology and criminal justice, social work, forensic
psychology, forensic psychiatry, mental health nursing and probation.
Engaging with some of the most debated topics in contemporary organizations, Health at Work: Critical Perspectives presents a
critical, contingent view of the healthy employee and the very notion of organizational health. Drawing on expressions such as
‘blowing a fuse’, ‘cracking under pressure’ or ‘health MOT’, this book suggests that meanings of workplace health vary
depending on how we frame the underlying purpose and function of organization. Health at Work takes some of the most powerful
and taken-for-granted discourses of organization and explores what each might mean for the construction of the healthy
employee. Not only does it offer a fresh and challenging approach to the topic of health at work, it also examines several core
topics at the heart of contemporary research and practice, including technology, innovation, ageing and emotions. This book
makes a timely contribution to debates about well-being at work, relevant to practitioners, policy-makers and designers of
workplace health interventions, as well as academics and students. This book will be illuminating reading for students and scholars
across management studies, occupational health and organizational psychology.
Critical Perspectives in Emergency Services Management makes an important contribution to the subject of emergency services
management and to public administration and organization studies more generally. It critically assesses developments in
emergency services management by examining the multi-dimensional nature of the provision of emergency services and their
connectedness in advanced western democracies. The effective management of emergency services has never been more
important than in today’s high-pressured and cost-conscious public sector. The authors of this volume forensically analyse the
challenges of delivering emergency services within this context. This book provides an in-depth, scholarly and comprehensive
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analysis of the changing landscape of emergency service provision and clearly addresses a gap in the market for a critical volume
on the emergency services. For anyone seeking to understand why and how the management of emergency services matters, this
collection is essential reading.
Current and comprehensive, Health and Society brings together fourteen original chapters to provide a compelling interdisciplinary
introduction to the field of health studies. Exploring the social, cultural, political, and cultural dimensions of health, illness, and
health care, this textencourages students to examine how health and health care are socially and culturally constructed; what
ideologies, principles, and powers underpin health and healthcare; and the future health challenges we face as a society.
The anthrax incidents following the 9/11 terrorist attacks put the spotlight on the nation's public health agencies, placing it under an
unprecedented scrutiny that added new dimensions to the complex issues considered in this report. The Future of the Public's
Health in the 21st Century reaffirms the vision of Healthy People 2010, and outlines a systems approach to assuring the nation's
health in practice, research, and policy. This approach focuses on joining the unique resources and perspectives of diverse
sectors and entities and challenges these groups to work in a concerted, strategic way to promote and protect the public's health.
Focusing on diverse partnerships as the framework for public health, the book discusses: The need for a shift from an individual to
a population-based approach in practice, research, policy, and community engagement. The status of the governmental public
health infrastructure and what needs to be improved, including its interface with the health care delivery system. The roles
nongovernment actors, such as academia, business, local communities and the media can play in creating a healthy nation.
Providing an accessible analysis, this book will be important to public health policy-makers and practitioners, business and
community leaders, health advocates, educators and journalists.
This collection of twenty-one essays, written by colleagues and former students of the architectural historian Spiro Kostof
(1936-1991), presents case studies on Kostof's model of urban forms and fabrics. The essays are remarkably diverse: the range
includes pre-Columbian Inca settlements, fourteenth-century Cairo, nineteenth-century New Orleans, and twentieth-century Tokyo
... The theme of the volume is that the street presents itself as the basic structuring device of a city's form and also as the locus of
its civilization. Each essay is a detailed investigation of a single urban street with unique historical conditions. The authors' shared
concern regarding anthropological, political, and technical aspects of street making coalesce into a critical discourse on urban
space.
Health Promotion in Canada is a comprehensive profile of the history and future of health promotion in Canada. Now in its third
edition, it maintains the critical, sociological, and historical perspective of the previous two editions and adds a greater focus on
health promotion practice. Thoroughly updated and reorganized, the book now contains 18 chapters by prominent academics,
researchers, and practitioners. The authors cover a broad range of topics, including key theories and concepts in health
promotion; ecological approaches; Aboriginal approaches; health inequalities; reflexive practice; ethics; issues, populations, and
settings as entry points for intervention; and the Canadian health promotion experience in a global context. Each chapter
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concludes with thought-provoking discussion questions and carefully chosen resources for further study, making this an ideal text
for courses in health sciences, nursing, and related disciplines.
The family is an important site for the transmission of knowledge and cultural values. Amidst claims that young people are failing to
follow health advice, dropping out of sport and at risk of an ever-expanding list of lifestyle diseases, families have become the
target of government interventions. This book is the first to offer critical sociological perspectives on how families do and do not
function as a pedagogical site for health education, sport and physical activity practices. This book focuses on the importance of
families as sites of pedagogical work across a range of cultural and geographical contexts. It explores the relationships between
families, education, health, physical activity and sport, and also offers reflections on the methodological and ethical issues arising
from this research. Its chapters discuss key questions such as: how active living messages are taken up in families; how parents
perceive the role of education, physical activity and sport; how culture, gender, religion and social class shape engagement in
sport; how family pedagogies may influence health education, sport and physical activity now and in the future. This book is
essential reading for anyone with an interest in health, physical education, health education, family studies, sport pedagogy or the
sociology of sport and exercise.
Ecosystems and Human Health introduces Ecohealth as an emerging field of study, traces its evolution, and explains its
applications in cross-disciplinary and holistic programs. Its integrative approach not only focuses on managing the environment to
improve health, but also analyzes underlying social and economic determinants of health to develop innovative, people-centered
interventions.
The book investigates digitalisation in care for older people by giving insight into service users’ and professionals’ opportunities to
digital agency in the context of European welfare states. With a focus on service users and providers experiences of digital care,
the contributions address the manifold and often contradictory consequences of active ageing policies and innovation
programmes. To assess digital agency of older people, ageism and co-creation in the innovation processes as well the use of
digital platforms are addressed, while care professionals’ digital agency is examined through empirical cases that focus on the
interaction between human and non-human actors in long-term care services, the temporality and spatiality of care, and the
organisational requirements for successful implementation of digital technologies. From a variety of conceptual and theoretical
viewpoints, the chapters provide a comprehensive and timely overview of ways to address the phenomena of ageing and
digitalisation. The book provides critical vantage points to academic readership, health and social care professionals,
policymakers, other stakeholders as well as the general audience on the effects of digitalisation in care for older people.
In contemporary manifestations of public health rituals and events, people are being increasingly united around what they hold in
common-their material being and humanity. As a cult of humanity, public health provides a moral force in society that replaces
'traditional' religions in times of great diversity or heterogeneity of peoples, activities and desires. This is in contrast to public
health's foundation in science, particularly the science of epidemiology. The rigid rules of 'scientific evidence' used to determine
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the cause of illness and disease can work against the most vulnerable in society by putting sectors of the population, such as
underrepresented workers, at a disadvantage. This study focuses on this tension between traditional science and the changing
vision articulated within public health (and across many disciplines) that calls for a collective response to uncontrolled capitalism
and unremitting globalization, and to the way in which health inequalities and their association with social inequalities provides a
political rhetoric that calls for a new redistributive social programme. Drawing on decades of research, the author argues that
public health is both a cult and a science of contemporary society.
This book comprehensively explores social, political and cultural dimensions of health in contemporary society. It addresses many
issues and pertinent questions, including the following: Are we over diagnosed and over medicated? How can patients participate
in their own care? Do pharmaceutical companies coerce us into medication regimes? What drives inequalities in health outcomes?
What is the experience of health care for indigenous communities? Why do different countries have such different health care
systems? How do we respond to life-changing conditions? Can we achieve a ‘good death’? How do new genetics shape our
identities? Is public health a force of liberation or disempowerment? The book incorporates the range of levels of influence on
health, covering individual patient experiences, the health professions, multinational corporations, the state, global organisations
as well as examining trends in social organisation, cultural expression and technological developments. It volume provides an
accessible, yet in-depth, overview and discussion of the sociology of health. The chapters include an illustrative case study and
further readings relating to the topic.
In recent times, the phrase ’personalised medicine’ has become the symbol of medical progress and a label for better health care
in the future. However, a controversial debate has developed around whether these promises of better, more personal and more
cost-efficient medicine are realistic. This book brings together leading researchers from across Europe and North America, from
both normative and empirical disciplines, who take a more critical view of the often encountered hype associated with personalised
medicine. Partially drawing on a four year collaborative research project funded by the German Ministry for Education and
Research, the book presents a multidisciplinary debate on the current state of research on the ethical, legal and social implications
of personalised medicine. At a time when future health care is a topic of much discussion, this book provides valuable policy
recommendations for the way forward. This study will be of interest to researchers from various disciplines including philosophy,
bioethics, law and social sciences.
Health communication is key to promoting good population and individual health outcomes. As the field has developed, there is a
growing need for a critical appraisal of the ideologies and theories underpinning health communication in order to ensure effective
practice. This book clearly situates health communication within its social context. It provides a critical overview of three key
disciplinary areas – education, psychology and communication. Drawing on international examples throughout, the book
challenges the underlying assumptions that drive the design and delivery of health promotion interventions. The authors argue that
health communication is inherently political and pay close attention to issues of power, ethics and inequality throughout the text.
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This book will be valuable for those students at all levels who require a critical perspective, as well as practitioners in health
communication and health promotion. With reference to detailed examples and annotated suggestions for further reading, the
book is an accessible resource for analysing contemporary health communication.

Presently, the healthcare industry is grappling with many challenges both nationally and globally, including escalating
costs, a move to a preventative care environment and a technology savvy patient with high expectations. To
accommodate the changing health demands of the current global population, public healthcare policy must undergo a
critical analysis. Social, Economic, and Political Perspectives on Public Health Policy-Making provides an extensive and
rich compilation of research on the role of public policy in the healthcare sector and how policy reform will impact the
future of healthcare delivery and administration. This research-based publication is composed of chapters from various
international experts in the healthcare sector, focusing on the areas of healthcare access, quality, and value in the 21st
century. Government agencies, policymakers, healthcare professionals, hospital administrators, and graduate-level
students studying within the fields of government and healthcare administration will find this publication to be an essential
resource.
This new edition of Staying Alive provides readers with a fresh perspective on health, health care, and illness in Canada
and abroad. Grounded in a human rights approach to health, this edited collection includes chapters on the social
construction of illness and disability, social determinants of health, and current critical issues in the field. The third edition
has been thoroughly updated and includes recent national and international developments in health care, with current
world statistics and an emphasis on austerity-related changes and their effects on health and health care systems. It
includes chapters on pharmaceutical policy, social class, women’s health, and the impact of economic forces such as
globalization and privatization in health care.
This book provides students with a comprehensive overview of Australian and international public health issues and
contexts. It explores recent changes in the local public health field, as well as complex global public health issues, and
engages with the political and cultural impacts these have on public health systems. The book aims to deepen students'
understanding of the determinants of health, historical and theoretical perspectives of public health, and current health
research. Through consideration of new perspectives, it introduces the latest public health discourses and explores
issues of health promotion and health inequalities that inform much of the understanding of public health today. Drawing
on more than 25 years' experience, Pranee Liamputtong leads a stellar author team to present this essential resource.
Each chapter includes learning objectives, key words, tutorial exercises and further reading, as well as illustrative and
informative case studies to aid students' understanding of key concepts.
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Coercive medico-legal interventions are often employed to prevent people deemed to be unable to make competent
decisions about their health, such as minors, people with mental illness, disability or problematic alcohol or other drug
use, from harming themselves or others. These interventions can entail major curtailments of individuals’ liberty and
bodily integrity, and may cause significant harm and distress. The use of coercive medico-legal interventions can also
serve competing social interests that raise profound ethical, legal and clinical questions. Examining the ethical, social and
legal issues involved in coerced care, this book brings together the views and insights of leading researchers from a
range of disciplines, including criminology, law, ethics, psychology and public health, as well as legal and medical
practitioners, social-service ‘consumers’ and government officials. Topics addressed in this volume include: compulsory
treatment and involuntary detention orders in civil mental health and disability law; mandatory alcohol and drug treatment
programs and drug courts; community treatment orders; the use of welfare cards with Indigenous populations; mandated
treatment of seriously ill minors; as well as adult guardianship and substituted decision-making regimes. These
contributions attempt to shed light on why we use coercive interventions, whether we should, whether they are effective
in achieving the benefits that are offered to justify their use, and the impact that they have on some of society’s most
vulnerable citizens in the names of ‘justice’ and ‘treatment’. This book is essential reading for clinicians, researchers
and legal practitioners involved in the study and application of coerced care, as well as students and scholars in the fields
of law, medicine, ethics and criminology. The collection asks important questions about the increasing use of coercive
care that demand to be answered, and offers critical insights, guidance and recommendations for those working in the
field.
Informed by a wealth of available research, between 1997 and 2010, the UK Labour government introduced a raft of
policies to reduce health inequalities. Despite this, by most measures, the UK's health inequalities have continued to
widen. This failure has prompted calls for new approaches to health inequalities research and some consensus that
public health researchers ought to be more actively involved in 'public health advocacy'. Yet there is currently no
agreement as to what these new research agendas should be and despite multiple commentaries reflecting on recent UK
efforts to reduce health inequalities, there has so far been little attempt to map future directions for research or to
examine what more egalitarian policies means in practical terms. Health Inequalities: Critical Perspectives addresses
these concerns. It takes stock of the UK's experiences of health inequalities research and policy to date, reflecting on the
lessons that have been learnt from these experiences, both within the UK and internationally. The book identifies
emergent research and policy topics, exploring the perspectives of actors working in a range of professional settings on
these agendas. Finally, the book considers potential ways of improving the links between health inequalities research,
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policy and practice, including via advocacy. With contributions from established, international health inequalities experts
and newer, up-and-coming researchers in the field, as well as individuals working on health inequalities in policy, practice
and civil society settings, Health Inequalities: Critical Perspectives is a 'must buy' for researchers, postgraduate students,
policymakers, practitioners, and research funders.
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