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Asoka Ruthless Conqueror Or Enlightened Ruler
The book examines the growing tension between social movements that
embrace egalitarian and inclusivist views of national and global politics, most
notably classical liberalism, and those that advance social hierarchy and national
exclusivism, such as neoliberalism, neoconservatism, and national populism. In
exploring issues relating to tensions and conflicts around globalization, the book
identifies historical patterns of convergence and divergence rooted in the
monotheistic traditions, beginning with the ancient Israelites that dominated the
Near East during the Axial age, through Islamic civilization, and finally by
considering the idealism-realism tensions in modern times. One thing remained
constant throughout the various historical stages that preceded our current
moment of global convergence: a recurring tension between transcendental
idealism and various forms of realism. Transcendental idealism, which prioritize
egalitarian and universal values, pushed periodically against the forces of realism
that privilege established law and power structure. Equipped with the idealismrealism framework, the book examines the consequences of European realism
that justified the imperialistic venture into Africa, the Middle East, and Latin
America in the name of liberation and liberalization. The ill-conceived strategy
has, ironically, engendered the very dysfunctional societies that produce the
waves of immigrants in constant motion from the South to the North,
simultaneously as it fostered the social hierarchy that transfer external tensions
into identity politics within the countries of the North. The book focuses
particularly on the role played historically by Islamic rationalism in translating the
monotheistic egalitarian outlook into the institutions of religious pluralism,
legislative and legal autonomy, and scientific enterprise at the foundation of
modern society. It concludes by shedding light on the significance of the Muslim
presence in Western cultures as humanity draws slowly but consistently towards
what we may come to recognize as the Global Age. The Open Access version of
this book, available at http://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9781003203360, has
been made available under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No
Derivatives 4.0 license.
The Importance Of Asoka`S Edicts Engraved On Pillars, Rock Surfaces And
Tablets Lies In The History Of Indian Art, In The Fact, That The Monolithic Pillars
Bearing These Edicts Have Survived The Ravages Of Time In Widely Seperated
Parts Of The Subcontinent And The Animals Which Form The Crowning Feature
Of These Columns And Comprise The First Important Group Of Indian Stone
Sculptures.
Five Faces of Exile is the first transnational history of Asian American
intellectuals. Espiritu explores five Filipino American writers whose travels,
literary works, and political reflections transcend the boundaries of nations and
the categories of "Asia" and "America."
Provides the biography of the legendary ruler of India Asoka. Combines the
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king's histories with authenticity from selected sources of Asoka's backgrounds.
Covers every aspect of knowledge--scientific, intellectual, and historical--from the
beginning of the human experience into the twenty-first century and beyond
Articles; chiefly relating to India and Sri Lanka.
In this monumental book, Chris Harman achieves the impossible—a gripping
history of the planet from the perspective of the struggling people throughout the
ages. From earliest human society to the Holy Roman Empire, from the Middle
Ages to the Enlightenment, from the Industrial Revolution to the end of the
millennium, Chris Harman provides a brilliant and comprehensive history of the
planet. Eschewing the standard histories of ‘Great Men,’ of dates and kings,
Harman offers a groundbreaking counter-history, a breathtaking sweep across
the centuries in the tradition of ‘history from below.’ In a fiery narrative, he
shows how ordinary men and women were involved in creating and changing
society and how conflict between classes was often at the core of these changes.
While many pundits see the victory of capitalism as now safely secured, Harman
explains the rise and fall of societies and civilizations throughout the ages and
demonstrates that history never ends. This magisterial study is essential reading
for anyone interested in how society has changed and developed and the
possibilities for further radical change.
The Edicts of Asoka
Volume two of Marylin Rhie’s widely acclaimed and formative multi-volume work
on Buddhist Art in China and Central Asia focuses on the art and the religious
and historical background in the regions of South and North China (other than
Kansu) and the sites of Tumshuk, Kucha and Karashahr in Central Asia from
316-439 A.D.
`an outstanding piece of writing...a powerful novel...? Reading Time Friendship is
a slippery notion. We lose friends as we change and our friends don?t, or as we
form other alliances, or as we betray our friends or are ourselves betrayed? In
the pearling town of Broome, against the backdrop of World War II, a young man
and a young woman fall in love. Hart is the son of a pearling master, Mitsy the
daughter of a Japanese diver. Can their love survive as Japan enters the War
and Mitsy encounters prejudice and hate? In this beautifully written novel, Garry
Disher evokes a war-devastated Australia and its effects on young adults forced
to leave their childhood behind.
This book provides a basic description of early civilizations in Mesopotamia,
India, China, Mesoamerica, Persia, Greece and Macedonia. The period covered
ranges from the beginnings of mankind to the Hellenistic Period.
Existing textbooks on international relations treat history in a cursory fashion and
perpetuate a Euro-centric perspective. This textbook pioneers a new approach by
historicizing the material traditionally taught in International Relations courses,
and by explicitly focusing on non-European cases, debates and issues. The
volume is divided into three parts. The first part focuses on the international
systems that traditionally existed in Europe, East Asia, pre-Columbian Central
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and South America, Africa and Polynesia. The second part discusses the ways in
which these international systems were brought into contact with each other
through the agency of Mongols in Central Asia, Arabs in the Mediterranean and
the Indian Ocean, Indic and Sinic societies in South East Asia, and the
Europeans through their travels and colonial expansion. The concluding section
concerns contemporary issues: the processes of decolonization, neo-colonialism
and globalization – and their consequences on contemporary society. History of
International Relations provides a unique textbook for undergraduate and
graduate students of international relations, and anybody interested in
international relations theory, history, and contemporary politics.
The South Asian subcontinent is home to nearly a billion people and has been the site
of fierce historical contestation. It is a panoply of languages and religions with a rich
and complex history and culture. Drawing on the newest and most sophisticated
historical research and scholarship in the field, Modern South Asia is written in an
accessible style for all those with an intellectual curiosity about the region. After
sketching the pre-modern history of the subcontinent, the book concentrates on the last
three centuries from c.1700 to the present. Jointly written by two leading Indian and
Pakistani historians, it offers a rare depth of historical understanding of the politics,
cultures and economies that shape the lives of more than a fifth of humanity. In this
comprehensive study, the authors debate and challenge the striking developments in
contemporary South Asian history and historical writing. The book provides new
insights into the structure and ideology of the British raj, the meaning of subaltern
resistance, the refashioning of social relations along lines of caste, class, community
and gender, the different strands of anti-colonial nationalism and the dynamics of
decolonization. This book is a work of synthesis and interpretation covering the entire
spectrum of modern South Asian history - social, economic and political. The authors
offer an understanding of this startegically and economically vital part of the world.
Drawing on the latest research and scholarship, this newly revised and updated edition
of Religions of the Silk Road explores the majestically fabled cities and exotic peoples
that make up the romantic notions of the colonial era.
Tantric Revisionings presents stimulating new perspectives on Hindu and Buddhist
religion, particularly their Tantric versions, in India, Tibet or in modern Western
societies. Geoffrey Samuel adopts an historically and textually informed anthropological
approach, seeking to locate and understand religion in its social and cultural context.
The question of the relation between 'popular' (folk, domestic, village, 'shamanic')
religion and elite (literary, textual, monastic) religion forms a recurring theme through
these studies. Six chapters have not been previously published; the previously
published studies included are in publications which are difficult to locate outside major
specialist libraries.
The Buddha and His Dhamma was B.R. Ambedkar's last work. Published
posthumously, it presented a radical reorientation of Buddhist thought and literature,
aptly called navayana. It deals with Ambedkar's conceptualization of Buddhism and the
possibilities it offered for liberation and upliftment of the Dalits. It presents his reflections
on the life of the Buddha, his teachings, and the spread of Buddhism by interweaving
anecdotes with detailed analyses of the religion's basic tenets. The author also includes
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important elements of the Buddhist canon and tradition to make the teachings more
accessible. In the first critical and annotated edition of this work, the editors address the
on-going debate on Ambedkar's interpretation of the Buddha's dhamma by focusing on
the accuracy of his citations and providing missing sources. They also discuss
Ambedkar's modification of source materials. The introduction contextualizes the
scholarly work related to the text.
This book is an open access book. Many scholars have wondered if a non-Western
theory of international politics founded on different premises, be it from Asia or from the
"Global South," could release international relations from the grip of a Western,
"Westphalian" model. This book argues that a Buddhist approach to international
relations could provide a genuine alternative. Because of its distinctive philosophical
positions and its unique understanding of reality, human nature and political behavior, a
Buddhist theory of IR offers a way out of this dilemma, a means for transcending the
Westphalian predicament. The author explains this Buddhist IR model, beginning with
its philosophical foundations up through its ideas about politics, economics and
statecraft. William J. Long is Professor of Political Science at Georgia State
University.-Ungainly in appearance, disliked by his father, the king, but nurtured by his mother,
Ashoka worked to elicit his elders' approval. At the age of 18, his father sent him to
quell a rebellion that his brother, the crown prince, had failed to do. His success
propelled him to be appointed as viceroy of a province. There he met Devi, a beautiful,
devout Buddhist. With the death of his father, supported by the chief minister, Ashoka
was crowned the new king. Ashoka ruled the Indian subcontinent from 269 bce to 232
bce. After the Kalinga War, a turning point for Ashoka, his devotion to Buddha's
teachings became unconditional, and he based his governance on its precepts of nonviolence, tolerance and compassion. His support for Buddhism helped it grow from a
small sect to a world religion. When it spread to Asia, his model of Dharmaraj was
emulated as exemplary kingship by many Asian rulers through history. Prime Minister
Nehru, in The Discovery of India, described Ashoka as 'a man who was greater than
any king or emperor'. He worked to incorporate Ashoka's secular approach and
considerate administration in India's Constitution. As a young democracy, India must
adopt both Ashoka's and Nehru's vision of compassionate governance to mature as a
nation.

Annotation World History: Cultures, States, and Societies to 1500 offers a
comprehensive introduction to the history of humankind from prehistory to 1500.
Authored by six USG faculty members with advance degrees in History, this
textbook offers up-to-date original scholarship. It covers such cultures, states,
and societies as Ancient Mesopotamia, Ancient Israel, Dynastic Egypt, India's
Classical Age, the Dynasties of China, Archaic Greece, the Roman Empire,
Islam, Medieval Africa, the Americas, and the Khanates of Central Asia. It
includes 350 high-quality images and maps, chronologies, and learning questions
to help guide student learning. Its digital nature allows students to follow links to
applicable sources and videos, expanding their educational experience beyond
the textbook. It provides a new and free alternative to traditional textbooks,
making World History an invaluable resource in our modern age of technology
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and advancement.
First published by the Clarendon Press in 1961, this authoritative work is based
largely on the edicts of Asoka, whose policies are analysed against the
background of Mauryan civilization during the third and fourth centuries BC. This
is a thoroughly revised edition, with a substantial new afterword by the author, a
revised bibliography and index, and a map showing new archaeological sites.
"This Norton Critical Edition of the anonymously written fourteenth-century
Arthurian romance Sir Gawain and the Green Knight is derived from a verse
translation by Marie Borroff, first translated in 1967. The poem follows Gawain, a
knight of King Arthur's court, as his honor is tested by the Green Knight. After
succeeding in beheading the Green Knight, who survives the ordeal, Gawain
must uphold his end of the bargain and, after a year's time, meet with the Green
Knight again so that the knight may return the grim favor and behead Gawain.
The "Contexts" in this Critical Edition provide readers with selections of the poem
in its original Middle English, as well as other Arthurian stories that may have
influenced the anonymous Gawain-poet. "Criticism" includes a selection of
essays on themes ranging from the poem's descriptive techniques, to its use of
time and gender. A chronology and selected bibliography are also included"-The Great Treatise on the Stages of the Path to Enlightenment (Tib. Lam rim
chen mo) is one of the brightest jewels in the world’s treasury of sacred
literature. The author, Tsong-kha-pa, completed it in 1402, and it soon became
one of the most renowned works of spiritual practice and philosophy in the world
of Tibetan Buddhism. Because it condenses all the exoteric s?tra scriptures into a
meditation manual that is easy to understand, scholars and practitioners rely on
its authoritative presentation as a gateway that leads to a full understanding of
the Buddha’s teachings. Tsong-kha-pa took great pains to base his insights on
classical Indian Buddhist literature, illustrating his points with classical citations
as well as with sayings of the masters of the earlier Kadampa tradition. In this
way the text demonstrates clearly how Tibetan Buddhism carefully preserved and
developed the Indian Buddhist traditions. This first of three volumes covers all the
practices that are prerequisite for developing the spirit of enlightenment
(bodhicitta).
"Empire and Communications" is one of Innis's most important contributions to
the debate about how media influences the development of consciousness and
societies.-This is one of Innis's most important contributions to the debate about
how media influences the development of consciousness and societies.
This is a comprehensive work on the religions of China. As such, it includes an
introduction giving an overview of the subject, and the special themes treated in
the book, as well as detailed chapters on ancient religions, Confucianism,
Taoism, Buddhism, Chinese Islam, Christianity in China as well as popular
religion. Throughout the book, care is taken to present both the philosophical
teachings as well as the religious practices of the religious traditions, and
reflections are offered regarding their present situation and future prospects.
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Comparisons are offered with other religions, especially Christianity.
Democracy is in crisis because voices of the people are ignored due to a politics
of mass society. After demonstrating how the French Fourth Republic failed,
wherein Singapore’s totalitarianism is a dangerous model, Washington is
enmeshed in gridlock, and there is a global democracy deficit, solutions are
offered to revitalize democracy as the best form of government. The book
demonstrates how mass society politics operates, with intermediate institutions of
civil society (media, pressure groups, political parties) no longer transmitting the
will of the people to government but instead are concerned with corporate
interests and have developed oligarchical mindsets. Rather than micro-remedy
bandaids, the author focuses on the need to transform governing philosophies
from pragmatic to humanistic solutions.
Postcolonial theory is one of the key issues of scholarly debates worldwide;
debates, so the author argues, which are rather sterile and characterized by a
repetitive reworking of old hackneyed issues, focussing on cultural questions of
language and identity in particular. She explores the divergent responses to the
debates on globalization.
Shantideva’s Bodhisattvacharyavatara (A Guide to the Bodhisattva’s Way of
Life) holds a unique place in Mahayana Buddhism akin to that of the
Dhammapada in Hinayana Buddhism and the Bhagavadgita in Hinduism. In
combining those rare qualities of scholastic precision, spiritual depth and poetical
beauty, its appeal extends to a wide audience of Buddhists and non-Buddhists
alike. Composed in India during the 8th century of the Christian era, it has since
been an inspiration to millions of people throughout the world. This present
translation by Stephen Batchelor is based upon a 12th century Tibetan
commentary as orally explained by Ven. Geshe Ngawang Dhargyey. The ninth
chapter on wisdom has been expanded for this edition with relevant
commentarial passages.
Explores the cultural discordance of non-Native Americans' outdated visions of
powerful stereotypes of Native Americans, providing revealing accounts of
unexpected things, including Native Americans singing in the opera and driving
cars.
PREMIUM PRACTICE FOR A PERFECT 5! Equip yourself to ace the 2018 AP
World History Exam with this Premium version of The Princeton Review's
comprehensive study guide. In addition to all the great material in our bestselling
classic Cracking the AP World History Exam guide—which includes thorough
content reviews, targeted test strategies, and access to AP Connect extras via
our online portal—this edition includes extra exams, for a total of 5 full-length
practice tests with complete answer explanations! This eBook edition is optimized
for on-screen learning with cross-linked questions, answers, and explanations.
Everything You Need to Know to Help Achieve a High Score. • Comprehensive
content review for all test topics • Up-to-date information on the 2018 AP World
History Exam • Engaging activities to help you critically assess your progress •
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Access to AP Connect, our online portal for helpful pre-college information and
exam updates Premium Practice to Help Achieve Excellence. • 4 full-length
practice tests in the book with complete answer explanations • 1 additional fulllength practice test with explanations online (available for download) • Key terms
lists, detailed maps, and helpful timelines of major developments • End-ofchapter drills that mimic the exam and test your historical thinking skills and
understanding of topics Techniques That Actually Work. • Tried-and-true
strategies to help you avoid traps and beat the test • Tips for pacing yourself and
guessing logically • Essential tactics to help you work smarter, not harder
In recent years, the Dallas Museum of Art has expanded its collection of South
Asian art from a small number of Indian temple sculptures to nearly 500 works,
including Indian Hindu and Buddhist sculptures, Himalayan Buddhist bronze
sculptures and ritual objects, artwork from Southeast Asia, and decorative arts
from India's Mughal period. Artworks in the collection have origins from the
former Ottoman empire to Java, and architectural pieces suggest the grandeur of
buildings in the Indian tradition. This volume details the cultural and artistic
significance of more than 140 featured works, which range from Tibetan
thangkas and Indian miniature paintings to stone sculptures and bronzes.
Relating these works to one another through interconnecting narratives and crossreferences, scholars and curators provide a broad cultural history of the region.
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