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preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of the imperfections in the preservation process, and hope you
enjoy this valuable book.
This, the third volume of the History of the Peninsular War, covers a longer period than either of its predecessors, extending over the sixteen
months from Wellington’s arrival at Badajoz on his retreat from Talavera (Sept. 3, 1809) to the deadlock in front of Santarem (Dec. 1810),
which marked the end of Masséna’s offensive campaign in Portugal. It thus embraces the central crisis of the whole war, the arrival of the
French in front of the Lines of Torres Vedras and their first short retreat, after they had realized the impossibility of forcing that impregnable
barrier to their advance. The retreat that began at Sobral on the night of Nov. 14, 1810, was to end at Toulouse on April 11, 1814. The armies
of the Emperor were never able to repeat the experiment of 1810, and to assume a general and vigorous offensive against Wellington and
Portugal. In 1811 they were on the defensive, despite of certain local and partial attempts to recover their lost initiative. In 1812 they had to
abandon half Spain—Andalusia, Estremadura, Asturias, La Mancha, and much more,—despite of Wellington’s temporary check before Burgos.
In 1813 they were swept across the Pyrenees and the Bidassoa; in 1814 they were fighting a losing game in their own land. Rightly then may
Masséna’s retreat to Santarem be called the beginning of the end—though it was not for a full year more that Wellington’s final offensive
commenced, with the investment of Ciudad Rodrigo on Jan. 8, 1812. The campaign of Bussaco and Torres Vedras, therefore, marked the
turning-point of the whole war, and I have endeavoured to set forth its meaning in full detail, devoting special care to the explanation of
Wellington’s triple device for arresting the French advance—his combination of the system of devastation, of the raising of the levée en masse
in Portugal, and of the construction of great defensive lines in front of Lisbon. Each of these three measures would have been incomplete
without the other two. For the Lines of Torres Vedras might not have saved Portugal and Europe from the domination of Napoleon, if the
invading army had not been surrounded on all sides by the light screen of irregular troops, which cut its communications, and prevented it
from foraging far afield. Nor would Masséna have been turned back, if the land through which he had advanced had been left unravaged, and
if every large village had contained enough food to subsist a brigade for a day or a battalion for a week. The preparations, the advance, and
the retreat of Masséna cover about half of this volume. The rest of it is occupied with the operations of the French in Northern, Eastern, and
Southern Spain—operations which seemed decisive at the moment, but which turned out to be mere side-issues in the great contest. For
Soult’s conquest of Andalusia, and Suchet’s victories in Aragon, Catalonia, and Valencia only distracted the imperial generals from their
central task—the expulsion of Wellington and his army from the Peninsula. Most readers will, I think, find a good deal of new information in the
accounts of the siege of Gerona and the battle of Ocaña. The credit due to Alvarez for the defence of the Catalonian city has never been
properly set forth before in any English history, nor have the details of Areizaga’s miserable campaign in La Mancha been fully studied. In
particular, the composition and strength of his army have never before been elucidated, and Appendices V, VI of this volume consist of
absolutely unpublished documents. To be continue in this ebook...
For years Spain had been the most feared and predatory power in Europe. Nothing could have prepared the Spanish for the devastating
implosion of 1808-14. Trafalgar destroyed its navy and the country degenerated into a brutalized shambles. This work comes to terms with
this conflict.

Between the autumn of 1812 and the late summer of 1813 campaigning in the Peninsula took on a new aspect. From being a
defense of Portugal and those parts of Spain not under French control, it became an effort by the British, Spanish and Portuguese
forces to drive the French out completely. Operations at the end of 1812 included the unsuccessful British seige of Burgos and the
subsequent retreat; renewed campaigning on the east coast of Spain, including Murray's actions around Tarragona; and the
beginning of the final offensive against the French, including the epic battles of Roncesvalles, Maya and Sorauren.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know
it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see
the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around
the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other
nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a
copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor
pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and
made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
The fate of the Iberian Peninsula was in the balance during the period January-September 1809, when it seemed possible that
Napoleon would achieve control over Spain and Portugal. This volume covers the continuing Spanish resistance to French
occupation, the renewed French invasion of Portugal, and the subsequent victories of Sir Arthur Wellesley.
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Syvbindsværk om den peninsulære krig, Napoleon's krig mod Spanien i årene 1807 til 1814. Spanien fik hjælp af den engelske og
portugisiske hær, under ledelse af Wellington. Napoleon selv ledede kun få af felttogene i Spanien, flere af hans marskaller og generaler
havde, udover hans bror Joseph Bonaparte, kommandoen, bl.a. Verdier, Bessieres, Dupont, Delaborde, Junot, Lannes, Debelle, LefebvreDesnouettes, Soult, Victor, Massena, Sebastiani, Reynier, Latour-Maubourg, Girard, Suchet, Barrie; Phillipon, Foy, Jourdan, Rey, og Toupin.
Værket er grundigt og udførligt, og beskriver hele den lange og udmattende krig, det spanske kongedømme, den historiske baggrund, krigens
udvikling og de mange problemer for den franske hær med spaniernes guerillakrigsførelse, Wellington's taktik, og den engelske hær med
sine blandede allierede hjælpetropper m.m. m.m. Mange oversigter over troppernes bevægelser, kort, portrætter m.m.
It is many years since an attempt has been made in England to deal with the general history of the Peninsular War. Several interesting and
valuable diaries or memoirs of officers who took part in the great struggle have been published of late, but no writer of the present generation
has dared to grapple with the details of the whole of the seven years of campaigning that lie between the Dos Mayo and Toulouse. Napier’s
splendid work has held the field for sixty years. Meanwhile an enormous bulk of valuable material has been accumulating in English, French,
and Spanish, which has practically remained unutilized. Papers, public and private, are accessible whose existence was not suspected in the
’thirties; an infinite number of autobiographies and reminiscences which have seen the light after fifty or sixty years of repose in some
forgotten drawer, have served to fill up many gaps in our knowledge. At least one formal history of the first importance, that of General
Arteche y Moro, has been published. I fancy that its eleven volumes are practically unknown in England, yet it is almost as valuable as
Toreño’s Guerra de la Independencia in enabling us to understand the purely Spanish side of the war. I trust therefore that it will not be
considered presumptuous for one who has been working for some ten or fifteen years at the original sources to endeavour to summarize in
print the results of his investigations; for I believe that even the reader who has already devoted a good deal of attention to the Peninsular
War will find a considerable amount of new matter in these pages. My resolve to take in hand a general history of the struggle was largely
influenced by the passing into the hands of All Souls College of the papers of one of its most distinguished fellows, the diplomatist Sir Charles
Vaughan. Not only had Vaughan unique opportunities for observing the early years of the Peninsular War, but he turned them to the best
account, and placed all his observations on record. I suppose that there was seldom a man who had a greater love for collecting and filing
information. His papers contain not only his own diaries and correspondence, but an infinite number of notes made for him by Spanish friends
on points which he desired to master, and a vast bulk of pamphlets, proclamations, newspapers, and tables of statistics, carefully bound
together in bundles, which (as far as I can see) have not been opened between the day of his death and that on which they passed, by a
legacy from his last surviving relative, into the possession of his old college. Vaughan landed at Corunna in September, 1808, in company
with Charles Stuart, the first English emissary to the Central Junta. He rode with Stuart to Madrid and Aranjuez, noting everything that he
saw, from Roman inscriptions to the views of local Alcaldes and priests on the politics of the day. He contrived to interview many persons of
importance—for example, he heard from Cuesta’s own lips of his treasonable plot to overthrow the Junta, and he secured a long conversation
with Castaños as to the Capitulation of Baylen, from which I have extracted some wholly new facts as to that event. He then went to Aragon,
where he stayed three weeks in the company of the Captain-General Joseph Palafox. Not only did he cross-question Palafox as to all the
details of his famous defence of Saragossa, but he induced San Genis (the colonel who conducted the engineering side of the operations) to
write him a memorandum, twelve pages long, as to the character and system of his work. Vaughan accompanied Palafox to the front in
November, but left the Army of Aragon a day before the battle of Tudela. Hearing of the disaster from the fugitives of Castaños’s army, he
resolved to take the news to Madrid. To be continue in this ebook...

Title: A History of the Peninsular War, Vol. III Sep. 1809 - Dec. 1810. Ocaa, Cadiz, Bussaco, Torres VedrasAuthor:
Charles OmanLanguage: English
Illustrated with 14 maps and 5 portraits The 1807-14 war in the Iberian Peninsula was one of the most significant and
influential campaigns of the Napoleonic Wars. Arising from Napoleon's strategic need to impose his rule over Portugal
and Spain, it evolved into a constant drain on his resources. Sir Charles Oman's seven-volume history of the campaign is
an unrivalled and essential work. His extensive use and analysis of French, Spanish, Portuguese and British participants'
accounts and archival material, together with his own inspection of the battlefields, provides a comprehensive and
balanced account of this most important episode in Napoleonic military history. Volume III covers the period from
September 1809 to December 1810, when the French were consolidating their hold on Spain, crushing resistance and
attempting to drive the British out of Portugal. However, they could not wholly defeat their opponents. The forces of the
Spanish Regency Council, with British and Portuguese aid, held out against the siege of Cadiz. Wellington's Allied army
fought a model defensive battle at Bussaco, stalling the French drive into Portugal and enabling the British and
Portuguese forces to retire to the shelter of the Torres Vedras fortifications. Here the Allies' defence led to a strategic
victory, blunting the French offensive, and ultimately forcing the French to abandon their invasion.
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blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original artifact, or were introduced by the
scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important, and despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it
back into print as part of our continuing commitment to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your
understanding of the imperfections in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book. ++++ The below
data was compiled from various identification fields in the bibliographic record of this title. This data is provided as an
additional tool in helping to ensure edition identification: ++++ A History Of The Peninsular War, Volume 5; A History Of
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